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PREPACH 


This report is a compilation of minutes, informational material 
and evaluation statements concerning public meetings and workshops 
relative to the Alberta input for the Man and Resources Program of 
the Canadian Council of Resource and Environment Ministers, 

This should be viewed as base information only because the 
metional conference wit) not be held until the fall of 1973. This 
information is being used at the Montebello Workshop currently 


underway to develop a national position paper. 
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CHAPTER | 


| NTRODUCT I ON 


This report is evaluattve in nature; in it the ‘Alberta Man and 
Resources Program is summarized and assessed. The objectives of the 
Provincial Man and Resources Program will be set forth. Alberta's 
program description is based on material supplied by the Alberta 
Department of Environment and gathered through personal interviews 
conducted by the evaluators. 


In evaluating the program in Alberta, the stated goals and 


objectives will be compared with the accomplished goals. The reactions 
and suggestions of participants in the program will constitute part of 
this assessment. On the basis of the evaluation the authors will attempt 


to draw conclusions concerning the Alberta Program and suggest possible 
alternatives or Improvements where they seem feasible. Future courses 


of action, as indicated by participant suggestions, will be indicated. 


Methods Used in the Evaluation 
This report sets out to evaluate three major objectives of the 
program. 
1. The involvement of a cross-section of Alberta population. 
2. Adequate identification of issues and 
3. The quality of participation of Individuals and the @ase of 


discussion during the deliberation process. 
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Sources of Data 

Some of the information reported here had to be evaluated ex post 
facto because of the relatively late involvement of the evaluators. 

This information constitutes the events before the two provincial work- 
shops at Calgary and Edmonton. Existing reports from Rural Education and 
Development Association,Edmonton, contracted to do the preliminary work 

in rural areas, supplied some of this information. These sources were 
supplemented by personal interviews with the personnel involved in the 
preliminary work, as well as by interviews with the workshop participants. 

However, the bulk of the data for this evaluation was generated 
during the provincial workshops. The evaluators attended both these 
workshops as observers. These workshops provided ample opportunitities for 
frank discussions with participants, management staff, facilitators, and 
citizens participation committee members. The evaluators wish to 
acknowledge the assistance and insight provided by these people. 

Towards the end of these workshops,but before the selection of 
delegates for Montebello,a two-part questionnaire (copy enclosed as 
appendix) was administered to all present in the hall. Approximately 
50 percent of the registered participants completed the questionnaire. 
This questionnaire forms the basis for some data reported. 

I+ should be mentioned here that the evaluators sat with the 
planning group for the Edmonton Workshop and offered suggestions based 
on the experience of Calgary workshop. Some of these recommendations 


were incorporated in planning of the Edmonton workshop. 
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CHAPTER 2 


MAN AND RESOURCES PROGRAM OBJECTIVES 


The Participants Handbook of the Man and Resources Program states 
that the very "heart and soul of the ... Program is the need for the opinions 
of large numbers of people," about the concerns of Canadians on the topic 
of natural resources. Furthermore, the Program is to undertake to Improve 
the decision-making process on the vital subject of man's limited resources 
by involving the public sector. Identification of priority problems--the 
first step in any decision-making process--is the purpose of this public 
participation. It is also an objective of the Program to look toward the 
ultimate goals to be achieved, toward the setting of guidelines for future 
policy and action at all levels of government: these decisions to be 
based on what has been gathered at the local and regional levels. 

An important consideration in outlining these objectives of the 
Program is the fact that these workshops should, again as stated in the 
Participants Handbook, include "people representing many different 
interests" who will participate in discussions with "no set agenda" in 
order to identify local and regional resource problems that concern the 
participants. In order to obtain worthwhile feedback, the workshops should 
insure "communication between sectors"--community leaders, housewives, 
businessmen, students, vested interests, participants with personal concerns 
alone--restriction of these workshops to one sector would nullify the 
principal objective of total public participation. 

Thus the major objectives of the Man and Resources Program are 
public participation in priority problem identification. As the public 


ranks its concerns about resources--land, air, water, flora and fauna-- 
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a rAgoe 
their relationship to limited sources will be rethought and alternattve 
uses of resources will be discussed. Finally, all effort will culminate 
in the transmission of the concerns of the Canadian people to national and 
provincial leaders who are in a position to plan for action on natural 


resource management. 


Provincial Objectives 


Obviously Alberta's Program dbjectives coincide with thoge previously 
stated as general Program objectives. 
The specific objectives of the Alberta program were outlined as: 


A. To identify environmental issues which most concern the 
individual participant and to rank these concerns in order of 
priority, High, Medium and Low, 


B. To involve a cross-section of Albertans interested in 
resource management and the future in free and easy 
discussion, so that the individuals expression even 
through conflict and controversy will be taken [nto 
account. 


C. To stimulate an interest and awareness in broad resource 
management problems in Alberta. To provide an inter- 
change of ideas about the peoples! concern, 
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CHAPTER 3 
DESCRIPTION OF ALBERTA'S PROGRAM 


Alberta's program was designed to facilitate attainment of 
general program objectives. A timetable was developed with specific 
events ordered in terms of their relationship to other parts in the 
program. Stage | of the program, the stage involving planning and 
implementation of the Alberta workshops, was slated to begin in early 
1972. Local suudy group sessions were the first part to be completed. 
Regional workshops, composed of delegates from local study groups, were 
then held. Provincial workshops were held in Calgary for southern 
Alberta and Edmonton for northern Alberta. The final component of 
Stage |, election of delegates to attend the National Workshop at 
Montebello, took place at the Provincial Workshop. Four delegates were 
elected at Calgary and five at Edmonton. Figure number one illustrates 


te alll 


Alberta's Program and its progress. 


Program in Rural Areas QR wh 
ecat 
From April 1, 1972, REDA was contracted to work on the focal and 


regional aspects of the Alberta program. One staff member committed 
3/4 of his time to the project, and a summer assistant worked for three 
months. General comments on program design and programming of public 


participation are extracted directly from the Report on Rural Part of 


Man_and Resources Program as Conducted by Rural Education and Development 


Association (REDA) Summer, 1972 and from "Notes of the Discussion......" 
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Step | Target - 30 community workshops (to help leaders 
discuss their concerns--using the neutral vehicle 
of Man and His Resources, to provide leaders with 
some tools to initiate mass community involve- 
ment in expressing their felt needs in terms of 
improving the community and an awareness of the 
problems in the community.) 

20 community workshops would be considered success. 


The following paragraphs are from the Report on Rural Part... 


Organizing workshops involved finding and/or visiting 
community leaders; having 5 to 15 leaders help plan 
the workshop; and finally carrying out one or two 
evening workshops. While the workshop format varied 
little from locale to locale, the dates, places, topics 
suggested by local leaders, local leadership involve- 
ment, and incidents of local or REDA follow-up varied 
tremendously from center to center. School classes 
were visited in person or via tape where possible; at 
least two youth between 15 and 25 were involved in the 
planning or workshop at each center. 


REDA and Planning Division Staff in the Man and 
Resources Program also felt the rural communities 
should not be approached through one organization 

(like Fish and Game or Unifarm)., Rather locally- 
perceived teaders should be found and involved in 
planning and organizing ad-hoc workshops called on this 
topic; such sessions would then choose their own 
leadership groups to represent them regionally and 
provincially. 


The Report continues the outline of the Program design by stating 
how REDA used civil servants but retained its own image as a "private 
sector agent," not tied to the political process, 


Where they were in the community leadership structure 
or when they could provide help which was neutral with 
regard to the identification and ranking of local 
concerns, civil servants were involved. Only about 
thirty public staff were among the 580 involved. 

They were staff of local governments, a community 
college, the Department of Youth (sic ) the Extensfon 
Division of the Alberta Department of Agriculture, 
the Department of Health and the Federal Department 
of Agriculture. “Most were asked by REDA or local 
leaders to participate. One M.L.A. attended the 
local public workshops. 
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LOCAL WORKSHOPS 
There were |7 local workshops, plus 13 meeting with local leaders 

to organize the workshops. 

Working through the leadership perceived by local 

people, one or two workshops were held in each of: 

Consort for the Neutral Hills area, Coronation, 

Castor, Barrhead, Westlock, Ft. Assiniboine, Rochester, 

Athabasca, Ponoka, Rimbey, Claresholm, Lethbridge, 

and Medicine Hat. Each workshop attracted I4 to 100 

town and farm people from the 'Community' (the shopping 

area around these centers as defined by local leaders). 
These local workshops followed much the same pattern; although the format 
and planning altered slightly depending on the discussion generated, 
the numbers of people involved, and the issues identified. The Rimbey 
area workshops will be used to illustrate the format. There were two 
planning meetings for the Rimbey workshops, both including both young 
people and adults. At the first workshop, participants identified the 
problems of their town, their environment, and their youth. The second 
workshop, held a week later, reviewed the chosen priorities and discussed 
solutions. Throughout the local workshops the priority problems were 
ranked in order of importance. Rimbey's ranking listed "Misuse or 
Waste of the Environment" as first concern; “Loss of Youth because of 
Lack of Opportunity" as second; "Community Use of School" as third; and 
"Unsatisfactory Services" as fourth. At the second session the delegates 
were nominated for the Regional Workshop. 

Each local area chose delegates to go on to 

regional meetings held in Westlock, Consort, and 

Lethbridge. Each regional workshop in turn chose 

representatives to attend the provincial work- 


shop; at least one youth was chosen by each 
community. 
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Time limitations made it impossible for REDA to organize any workshops 
in the Peace River area or in northeastern Alberta. Moreover, no 
regional meetings were held for the Ponoka and Rimbey areas because of 


The lack of time and the pressure of the harvest period In this area. 


Regional Workshops 


For the three regional meetings that were held the objectives 
were outlined as: 


|. Consotidation and clarification of local issues In order 
to define resource-use problems in the region. 


2. the ranking of these problems in order of priority, and 
3. The selection of the representatives from the region to 
attend the provincial Man and Resources Conference in 
Calgary or-Edmonton. 
According to the REDA Report issues identified in local workshops "ranged 
over broader and narrower subjects than those suggested by leaders," 
whereas the regional workshops selected items more consistent with leaders. 
suggestions, and the final wording of these priorities was somewhat less 
awkward. Since there were no regional workshops to discuss issues in the 
Rimbey and Ponoka area, the local issues were taken to be representative 
of regional interests. The regional workshops met in Westlock with 
representation from Fort Assiniboine, Barrhead, Westlock, Rochester, and 
Athabasca; in Lethbridge with representatives from Claresholm, Leth- 
bridge, and Medicine Hat; and in Consort where representatives came from 
the Stettler, Castor, Coronation, Brownfield, Forestburg, and Neutrat Hills 


Area (Veteran to Compeer). 
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WORKSHOP FOLLOW-UP 


Several follow-up communications were developed. 
REDA sent each person at a workshop a 3 to I0 page 
summary of local priorities and logic; reports 

were written in the words of local people with 
minimal editing. REDA will keep all participants 
informed of the priorities set at subsequent 1972 
regional, provincial, and national workshops. 

Extra copies of reports were provided to local 
leaders involved to allow added local distribution; 
where possible these leaders should be contacted 
directly for reports - this should insure on-going 
involvement of local people in reassessing and 
reformulating their concerns to interested 
listeners. The Bureau of Public Affairs made video 
tapes of most local and regional workshops which are 
available to REDA, M.L.A.'s, the Man and Resources 
Program and local groups when requested. 


TABLE | 


DATA ON MAN AND RESOURCES WORKSHOP CONDUCTED BY REDA 


ALBERTA, S972 


Visits to find & meet’ leaders- 5 Visits to school classes - 5 Local workshops~ |7 


Planning meetings with Students talked to -4/4 Regional work- 
local leaders 13 shops 3 

Total meetings to identify needs es 

Total number of people who attended at least one meeting - 582 

Total number of people who heard of Man ana Resources - 996 


REDA, Report on Rural Part of Man and Resources Program in Alberta as Conducted by 
Rural Education and Development Association, Summer, 1972. Edmonton. 
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PROGRAM !N URBAN AREAS (CALGARY, EDMONTON) 
“Pecgram in Calgary 

The Calgary program was organized by Mr, Dave Anderson, who 
was hired on July 18, 1972. The program in Calgary was not developed 
by the same process as the rural level workshops. Before Mr. Anderson 
took over organization of the Calgary program, the Environment 
Conservation Authority had contacted organizations represented on their 
Calgary Public Advisory Committee group. However, even though three 
contacts were made during the year, there was still a poor response. 
The Calgary Consultant was also given a list of Public Advtsory 
Committee members whom he contacted, again with few results. 

He took other avenues to generate interest in the Calgary work- 
shop. Mr. Anderson talked to other groups interested in the subject 
of Man and his Resources and offered them a certain number of delegates. 
A mailing was sent to members of the Task Force on Urbanization, 
approximately 80 people. Educational institutions were not ignored: 
The University of Calgary Students Union and Faculty of Environmental 
Design; SAIT Administration and Students Union; Mount Royal Department 
of Environmental Sciences; and high schools where representatives had 
been recommended (often because they had received awards in blology, 
not because of their interest in the conference topic)--the Consultant 
talked or wrote to all these potential delegates. Some of the other 
organizations contacted to send delegates were: 

Project Recycle 

Eco-Centre 

New Earth Village 

Youth Hostel Association 

Wilderness Association 


Organic Gardening Club 
Society for Pollution and Environmental Control 
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A local workshop was held in Canmore by Mr. Anderson, This 
workshop was undertaken in order to include the communities on the 
periphery of the city. He also worked with all designated high school 
delegates in a workshop-like situation to prepare them for the provincial 


conference in Calgary. 


Program in Edmonton 


Again the structure and preparation of this program differed 
from the structure of the local and regional programs. Various groups 
were contacted early in the year; in addition, Public Advisory Committe 
members were sent letters. In all cases the response to these early 
contacts were minimal. 

The Edmonton Consultant, Ms. Sally Ward, started her job the 
first of September. She began generating interest by following up the 
letters to the Public Advisory Committee members with a series of 
meetings. She met with University student groups, NAIT, Department of 
Recreational Administration at University of Alberta, and other groups 
that might have had some interest in the Man and Resources Program. 
Twenty-three students were chosen as delegates through the Science 
departments of Edmonton schools in order to insure youthful represent- 
ation at the meeting. Mr. Roger Soderstrom assisted Ms. Ward through 
contacts with welfare groups and some delegates came from this area. 
Most of the representatives for the Edmonton Provincial Workshop were 
selected through the above process. Those chosen represented various 
organizations, many of which had a certain point of view or special 


interest. 
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Provincial Workshops 


The objectives for the Alberta Provincial Workshops have already 
been mentioned. The conference planning attempted to enhance "a feeling 
in participants of belonging to the conference life rather than being 
observers." The planners of the Provincial Workshops arranged a format 
to induce participants not only to work but to enjoy doing so and to have 
"reporting on the conference floor rather than in the study groups and 
back rooms" alone. 

The model adopted is primarily a problem identification 
one where a balance of general sessions, face-to-face 
work groups and assembled reporting groups will obtain 
maximum individual participation in order to identify 
resource management p roblems and reach concensus 
regarding conflicting issues. 

This being a working conference the discussions in 
smal! groups must take place without outside interference 
allowing them to define, breakdown and solve the 
specific task at hand. The task is mentioned as the 
first objective. Physical arrangements are such that 
there is ample space for general assembly with modern 
sound equipment, privacy for group discussions and 
excellent reporting rooms for intermediate groupings 
besides general assembly. 

There were three modes of communication between program planners, 
staff personnel, and participants. First, the program planners met 
with the staff the day before the Provincial Workshop. In these meetings 
the roles of staff members were discussed. The facilitators (group 
discussion leaders) were brought together, and their roles were described 
by the program planners. Facilitators were selected by the program 
planners in terms of their known ability. Secondly, the consultants 


for the urban programs and the rural programs selected five individuals 


from the participants for each provincial workshop to act as a 
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Planning Committee. This committee was introduced at the Provincial 
Workshops, and participants were asked to work through them if any problems 
arose. Third, the staff and program planners stressed the communication 
process and circulated whenever possible e,g,, during lunch, before and 
after meetings with the participants, and in the evening. 

The provincial workshop in Calgary operated for three days on 
the weekend of October I3, 14 and [5th. The model of the workshop is 
as follows. 

During the registration process on the evening of the !3th the 
participants were given numbers which were used to divide them into 
small groups the inexty day. Pari of The registration process was The 
introduction and the explanation of the role of the workshops, program 
planners, staff, and the Citizen Participation Committee. 

On the |4th the participants were welcomed to the provincial 
workshop by The Honourable Mr. G. Amerongen, Speaker of the House, 

Alberta Provincial Government. After the welcome address the 

participants divided up into groups according to the number previously 
given to them. In each one of the groups a facilitator was present. 

The assigned task of the groups were to identify Man and Resource issues, 
elect two representatives to report the groups concerns to the intermediary 
reporting sessions. 

In the intermediary reporting sessions several of the small groups 
came together. One of the facilitators acted as a chairman of these 
sessions. Within this session the two representatives of the small groups 
reported on the issues identified in the small group sessions. As a 


physical arrangement the representatives of the small groups sat in an 
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inner circle with the designated facilitator and one empty chair where 
ether members of the group could sit for a limited Time and take part 
in the discussion. This latter process was called the "fishbow!", 
The purpose of these fishbow!ls was to bring the smal! groups together in 
a situation where issues developed by the smal! groups could be discussed 
and synthesized into a summary listing of issues (see Figure 2). From 
the summary lists of issues developed in the fishbowls a list of issues 
were developed for discussion in the special interest groups on the I5th. 
The evening banquet speakér was DeanPerks of the Faculty of Environmental 
Design, The University of Calgary. 

Each participant was asked to select an issue from the list 
prepared and spend the morning and part of the afternoon discussing this 
specific issue. Midway through the afternoon the special interest 
groups assembled in a general session where representatives from each 
group made a presentation to the general assembly. After the presentations 
and discussion the evaluation questionnaire was circulated. The final 
element of the workshop was the election of the delegates to the national 
workshop in Montebello. The election was conducted by the Citizens 
Participation Committee. 

Some changes were made in the above process for the Provincial 
Workshop in Edmonton. The Citizens Participation Committee was introduced 
at a meeting with the program planners, where the role was explained. 

The fishbowl process was discarded In favor of intermediary reporting sessions 


(ses Figure 3). The Edmonton Provincial Workshop was coened with a welcoming 
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FIGURE NO. 2 


PHYSICAL LAYOUT OF SATURDAY MORNING SESSION, 
CALGARY, MAN AND RESOURCES CONFERENCE 
: Ries 


small group sessions 
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~ trom the intermediary reporting sessions 
delegates will select ten concerns or 1Ssues 
and rank them as being high, medium or tow 


priority. 
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FIGURE NO. 3 


PHYSICAL LAYOUT OF SATURDAY MORNING SESSION, 
CALGARY, MAN AND RESOURCES CONFERENCE 
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addresses given by the Honourable Dr. Alan Warrack, Minister of Lands and 
Forests, and Dr. Trost, Director, Environment Conservation Authority. 

In parts of the workshop the Public Advisory Committee, which was holding 
its meetings at the same time, took an active part. Or. E. Ballantyne, 


Deputy Minister of Environment, spoke at the Edmonton banquet. 
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CHAPTER 4 


EVALUATION 

The evaluation of Alberta's Man and Resources Program is based 
on provincial program objectives. These objectives are found on page 
four of this report. Briefly these are: to involve a cross-section of 
Alberta's population in the program, to develop an atmosphere of free and 
easy discussion wherein environmental issues are identified and ranked, 
and to pnovide participants with an opportunity to interchange concerns 
thereby stimulating interest and awareness of environmental problems. 

This section of the evaluation is composed of two parts. The 
first part deals with a general evaluation of the delegate selection 
process from local meetings to provincial workshops. The latter section 
is an analysis of the questionnaires filled out by participants at the 
two provincial workshops. Of 108 registrants at the Calgary Provincial 
Workshop, 69 or 63 percent returned the questionnaire. In Edmonton 83 
or 4l percent of the registered participants returned the questionnalre. 
Delegate Selection Process 

The assessment of the entire Program necessarily begins with the 
mechanics of presenting the Man and Resources Program to the population 
of Alberta. As noted in Chapter three of this report, the rural and urban 
methods of selection differed. In rural areas individuals were contacted 
by using local leaders. Local leaders were identified by the reputational 
approach. In this approach leaders are identified by knowledgeable 
individuals in the community. These leaders then acted as contacts 
to facilitate broader participation tn the loca! workshops. Local eae 
were contacted, and representatives were chosen to represent the school 


sector. This selection was based upon the student's background, usual ly 
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in the program at school. Local workshops were organized, following a 
general format of the Provincial objectives. Local workshops were fol lowed 
by Regional workshops in which delegates from the local workshops took 
part. From these regional workshops delegates were elected to attend the 
Provincial Workshops. 

On the other hand, urban contacts were selected by telling special 
interest groups about the Man and Resources program and offering them a 
number of delegate seats at the Provincial Workshop. 

The overall result of this differing method of selection was that, 
although representation and participation did come from the public sector, 
the process by which participants were contacted differed; rural! delegates 
had progressed through identification and ranking of environmental 
issues, whereas urban participants had not gone through the same process. 
Therefore, rural delegates to the Provincial Workshops were better 
grounded in the objectives of the program and were familiar with the process 
and mechanics of workshops. 

One group conspiciously absent at the Provincial Workshops was 
a delegation from the native population. Although contacts had been 
made with native people, there was no response at the Provincial Workshops. 

Most geographical areas of the province were covered with the 
exception of the northwest (except for a workshop in Fairview), rural 
areas between Red Deer and Calgary, and some sections of northeastern 
Alberta. Time limitation caused these areas to be missed by the organizers. 
Moreover, the demands of summer and harvest season en potential rural 


participants made representation from these areas difficult to get. 
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Characteristics of Participants 


A major objective of the Program was to involve a cross-sectlon 
of Alberta's population in the Provincial Workshops. Participants were 
questioned regarding residence, occupation, age, education and organizational 
affiliation. These questions have been analyzed and comprise the assessment 
of representation at the Provincial Workshops. 

Place of residencewas divided into two categories only: rural and 
urban. Urban participants were residents of Edmonton or Calgary. In Calgary 
this designation resulted in some confusion. The confusion was due to the 
fact that smal! towns on the Calgary periphery were classified as rural, while 
some participants from these communities had registered as Calgary residents. 
Table 2 breaks down the data on place of residence of workshop participants. 

TABUE 2 
RURAL AND URBAN REGISTRATION AT CALGARY 
AND EDMONTON WORKSHOPS AND THE NUMBER 


OF QUESTIONNAIRES RETURNED BY PARTICIPANTS 


MAN_AND RESOURCES PROGRAM, ALBERTA, 1972, es 


No. 
No. Returning 
Worksho Registered uestionnaire 
Calgary 
Rural 25 26 
Urban 85 43 
Total 108 69 
Edmonton 
Rural By 38 
Urban 145 45 
Tota | 202 83 
TOTAL 310 152 


lat the Calgary Workshop there were no people to represent the areas in 
and around Lethbridge, Cardston, Pincher Creek, Taber, Ft. MacLeod, Magrath, etc. 


2 at the time of the Calgary Workshop the weather in southern Alberta had 
improved after a spell of bad weather. It was the understanding of the evaluators 
that a large number of rural delegates, who had attended Community and Regional 
Workshops and who had planned to attend the Calgary Workshop, did not attend for 
this reason. 
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To involve a cross-section of Alberta's population, the program 
planners considered age of participants to be an important factor. 
Attempts were made to involve particular age groups in the Program. Young 
people were represented by delegates from schools and special interest 
groups. As indicated in Table 3, the under-25 age group was well 
represented in proportion to total representation in all age groups. In 


Calgary the middle age groups, 25 to 35 and 36 to 45, were somewnat under- 
/ 


represented. 
TABLES 
AGE OF WORKSHOP PARTICIPANTS 
MAN AND RESOURCES PROGRAM 
ALBERTA,. 1972 
CoA ade cata y, bd mon to. fh 

Age “Number of —S~S inter of.) 0 mee” 
Group Participants % Participants 
Under 25 36 B27 i 36 43.4 
2 atios 9 ree) 2 | 25.4 
36 to 45 6 S./ 12 14.4 
45 and above 18 26a pe 15.6 
Not reported 0 0.0 | ers 
Total 69 100.0 83 100.0 


Another goal of public participation was to involve people of all 
educational backgrounds in this Program. Participants in both Calgary and 
Edmonton extended over the entire spectrum of educational attainment. Table 4 


indicates the number of years of schoo! completed by the participants. 
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TABLE 4 


NUMBER OF YEARS OF EDUCATION 
OF PARTICIPANTS, MAN AND 
RESOURCES WORKSHOPS , CALGARY 

AND EDMONTON, 1972 


eS ———————————E—EeEe——————————eEE—E—————————————————————E—EEE 


Calgary Edmonton 
Years of School Completed Number % Number 4 

Less than |2 25 56,5 26 S153 
WZ [5 ZV aie 2 14,5 
SP a pomdlils, 16 Zoe 29 34.9 
17 and above 13 18.8 16 See 
Not reported Pee) eR se item 0.0 

TOTAL 69 100.0 83 100.0 


The major reason for the large percentage of participants with less 
than 12 years of schoo! completed was the number of high school participants. 
In most cases the differences in age among participants did not cause any 
problems. t{n fact, Calgary youth noted the absence of senior citizens at 
the conference and commented on the need to involve that age group to a 
greater extent. 

Major occupational groups were also represented in the Provincial 
Workshops, which added to the cross-sectional aspect of the representation. 
Two groups, professionals and students, accounted for more than half of the 
total number of participants in Calgary and Edmonton. Table 5 illustrates 


the occupational breakdown of the participants. 
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TABLE 5 


OCCUPAT | ONAL BREAKDOWN 
PARTICIPANTS, CALGARY 

AND EDMONTON WORKSHOPS, 

MAN AND RESOURCES PROGRAM, 


AUBERT Ayealiey 2 


Calgary Edmonton 
Occupational Groups Number 4 Number % 

Farmer 7 1092 4 4.8 
Business 4 520 3 2.6 
Professional, Teachers, Medical 

Doctors, etc. 12 17.4 2} 25.4 
Civil Servants | 1.4 2 2.4 
Homemakers (Housewives) 6 Bigt 2 14.5 
Laborers 9) “) 6.0 
Students 30 43.5 30 50.4 
Environmentatists 5 Te | lees 
Unemp Icyed 0 | ee 
Not Reported _ 4. D270 4 4.8 
TOTAL 69 100.0 83 100.0 


Moreover, participants represented various interest groups, areas, 
and associations. These specific organizations, institutions, and groups 
were lumped into nine categories(sce Table 6) in order to demonstrate the 
representation pattern. In Calgary there was heavy representation from 
educational institutions, obviously reflecting the contacts and earlier 
workshops with Calgary students. I+ cannot be said, however, that the 
figures indicate an over representation of special interest or lobby 


groups in either Edmonton or Calgary. 
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TABLE 6 


ORGANIZATIONS, INTEREST GROUPS, OR AREA REPRESENTED 
BY PARTICIPANTS, CALGARY AND EDMONTON WORKSHOPS 


MAN AND RESOURCES PROGRAM, ALBERTA, 1972. 


Calgary Edmonton 
Representing Number ¢ Number % 
Rural Groups, Farming 6 or? 6 hes 
Educational Institutions 26 Be, 20 24.1 
Anti-Pollution Groups 8 le 5 6.0 
P.A.C. Committee | 1.4 0 0.0 
Naturalist, Conservation Groups 0 0.0 ir 8.4 
Rate-Payers Associations | 1.4 3 Ae 
Research Organization | 1.4 | ers 
Minority Groups 0 0.0 3 a6) 
Community Representatives ie 17.4 20 Laas 
No Response 14 20.3 nt Bios 2\./ 
TOTAL 69 100.0 83 100.0 


Free and Easy Discussion 


One of the major objectives of the program was to promote "free 
and easy discussion" of issues so that individual expression, even through 
conflict and controversy, would be taken into account. The program design 
was geared to the achievement of this particular objective. The selection 
of participants to attend various levels of workshops also kept: the 
divergent interests of individuals in mind, and a distinct effort was made 
throughout the program to involve everyone, not merely those participants 
with special interests. Also the age, sex,and education distribution 
seemed to be fairly good in the workshop: which avoided the blockage of 
discussion due to inexperience, lack of knowledge, or divergent Interests. 


Only in the Calgary Workshop was there at discrepancy; there a much higher 


BEM UG TABATA AMOI TAS (MARAO 
‘er AD. ave SOTA Yay. 

St a te nae | 1 e eninned ,equors iasue 
tN Ox RE ay anoituthtant {ecolteoub3 
Sia a weft e 2Quayv2 noituhlod-itaa 
6:0 o Bi ! detyigmad .9.A,9 
eB we 0.0 t's quod noOltevaeenod tai lsautev 
a,€ bf \ us anoltel soae\. ansysd-ater 
St 4 h,) noltes inegid do1cs2oR 
a.€ _ eraa) ra] aquotd eta 
$.38 OS 4.0 St aevitetnszsrqos yt i auinmad 
S48 8h SBS sy, ROBE | ‘i '" s2neqee oW 
9.00) te 0.501 inn BR AATOT 


apit" stomotg of esw wih ole ett to 2 aol toatse nolan ont to and 
P dywordt neve noleeovaxe isubjeibal tail ue aoure’ +9 “noleguoeth yess bos 
iy plese. morpOTG oat 0298 otn! nosst 8d bluow .yeravortnos bhs tit tno 
i Aoftool oz ant Levi toed aaliaieg anit Yo tramavei tos Gat ay heen 20 


m TES - ait.ovcad cals ¢ eaelinel bagtre ot sinegiattrag to 
i | ta vin ach etesorni Taspiavib 


8 ~ As miepaosajen Tuorlquordt 
os whined i ee eiaeqe ati 
OREN OM, oF Jnr od ot bonoee 
aa oF oub ani zeuaoi 
ei ont ai win 


aes ‘) we S 


2p 


proportion of high school young people were represented, but it made no 
difference in the caliber of the discussions. 

In order to facilitate discussions, the Program made use of wel| 
trained group discussion leaders or facilitators at the Provincial 
Workshops. Ali of these individuals were professionally trained in various 
fields involved in group work. Their responsibility was to facilitate 
the group process during their deliberations. Each facilitator worked with 
a group. Community and regional workshops in the rural areas also had 
similar professional help to facilitate the process of group discussion. 

At the Calgary Workshop the Intermediary discussion qroup were 
conducted in situations called "fishbowls" That format generated considerable 
frustration and was altered for the Edmonton Workshop. Personal observa- 
tions during the Provincial Workshops indicated that discussions in most 
groups were well managed, despite the problem of the "ffshbowls.'' However, 
some group discussions were influenced adversely by extreme educational 
diversity or lack of facilitator skill. 

The participants were asked to indicate their satisfaction with 
the methods of group discussion during the workshops. The responses show 
a considerable degree of satisfaction in the achievement of this objective. 
Edmonton participants registered greater satisfaction than Calgary 


partielipants. 
TABLE 7 


PARTICIPANT SATISFACTION WITH FREE AND EASY 


DISCUSSION, ALBERTA MAN AND RESOURCES WORKSHOP, 1972, 


Total Calgar Edmonton 
Satistact.on Number 4, Number Number 
Satisfactory [39 60 79 
Unsatisfactory 9 y 2 
Not Reported 4 2 2 


TOTAL oe 69 83 
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Issues Identified 

Whether participants felt that important issues related to man 
and resources had been identified was ascertained by their responses 
on another question: "to what extent have important issues related to 
man and resources been identified by this workshop?" In both workshops 
over 95 percent of the participants responding to the question felt that 
important Issues had been identified. In Edmonton two-thirds of the 
respondents were satisfied that issues had been identified to a large 
extent (see Table6 ). A possible factor that might account for this 
difference was the presence of a larger number of ?.A.C. members at the 
Edmonton Workshop. Nevertheless, participants at both workshops indicated 
that the important issues had been identified. 

TABLE 6 
EXTENT TO WHICH IMPORTANT |SSUES 


RELATED TO MAN AND RESOURCES WERE 
IDENTIFIED, MAN AND RESOURCES 


PROGRAM, ALBERTA, 1972 . 
Calgary Edmonton 
Extent Identified Number % Number % 
Large Extent 30 4355 55 66.3 
Moderate Extent 36 a ae Zi See 
Little & 43 | er 
None @) OO 0 os 
TOTAL 69 100.0 83 100.0 


To allow an even broader scope for participation, respondents were 
asked if any important issues had not been considered or given an appropriate 
emphasis. The responses indicated that few Issues had been ignored. 

However, a major concern was expressed about the lack of orientation on 


issues, especially on the part of urban participants. This problem arose 
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ge oe 
largely because of the lack of local urban workshops. 

When asked if they had had the opportunity to discuss the issues 
which concerned them, 74 percent of the Calgary participants and 6! percent 
of the Edmonton participants responded "yes." Table 7 illustrates the overal| 
response to this question. 

TABLE 7 
EXTENT TO WHICH PARTICIPANTS 
HAD THE OPPORTUNITY TO DISCUSS 


ISSUES, MAN AND RESOURCES 


PROGRAMS ALBERIng I ae2. 


Opportunity to Discuss Issue 


Not 
Yes No Reported Total 
Workshop Number 4% Number 4% Number % Number F 
Calgary ay 74.0 8 eee 10 pee sty eh 69 100 
Edmonton 5 | Clee 9 LOne Zo 270 83 100 


Degree Workshop Objectives Were Achieved 


Another indication of participant satisfaction was indicated by 
their responses to the question concerning howywel!l workshop objectives had 
been achieved. This question was rated on a four point scale: It was 
reported by 29.5 percent of the respondents that the objectives were 
achieved to a high degree. Those who reported that objectives were achieved 
to a moderate degree constituted 62.7’ percent of the respondents. Those who felt 
that the objectives were fulfilled to only a slight degree or not aft all 
constituted only 5.8 percent. Of the |! members of the Public Advisory 
Committee of the Environment Conservation Authority who completed 
questionnaires, five reported a high degree and six reported a moderate 


degree of achievement. As indicated by Table 8 a larger percentage of 
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TABLE 6 


DEGREE TO WHICH WORKSHOP OBJECTIVES WERE ACHIEVED 
MAN AND RESOURCES, ALBERTA, 1972. 


SESE nn nee ee a Sea nea Se ee 


Degree to which 


the objectives TOTAL CALGARY EDMONTON 
were achieved Percentage of respondents 
To a high degree 2959 24.00 34.4 
To a moderate degree OZ il 70.00 56.6 
Only slightly ite 5.00 ae 
Not at all He | ,00 = 
Not reported 2.0 - ee 
TOTAL 100.0 100.0 100.0 


Edmonton participants felt satisfied that the objectives had been achieved 
to a high degree than did participants attending the Calgary Workshop. A 
large proportion, 92 percent, of the delegates responding felt quite 
satisfied with the outcome of the workshop. 
Participants Intentions to Do Follow-up Work 

One measure of participant interest, satisfaction, and involvement 
in the Program is their stated intention to continue their involvement in 
future programs by taking an active part. Therefore, they were asked if 
they planned to do anything to follow-up the Provincial Workshops. As 
indicated by the data in Table 9, 83.5 percent of the respondents intended 
to do follow-up work; whereas only 6.6 percent did not. Edmonton's 
proportion of participants intending to do follow-up work was laraer, 


90.4 percent, than the proportion in Calgary, 75.4 percent. 
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VAG ii. 2 


THE NUMBER OF PARTICIPANTS 
IN THE MAN AND RESOURCES 
PROVINCIAL WORKSHOPS 
INTENDING TO DO FOLLOW-UP 


WORK, ALBERTA, 972. 

Total Calgary Edmonton 
Particulars Number % Number % Number % 
Intend to follow-up 
work ae cee a2 (me (is 90.4 
Do not intend to 
do follow-up work 1Q 6.6 7 10. | &) 326 
Not reported BS Oe 10 14.5 5 6.0 
TOTAL (2 100.0 69 160), 0 83 100.0 


Types of Follow-up Work 


The large proportion of delegates affirming that they intended to do 
follow-up work had various ideas about the type of follow-up work they would 
do. As shown tn Table 9 the largest proportion of respondents intended to 
inform the members of community groups about the Provincial Workshops and to 
involve them in taking some action (25 percent). Individuals representing 
organizations in workshops intended to report back and to work for action 
through their organizations. High school students planned to report to 
their classes on the happenings in the workshops as use their high school 
papers to report their information. Many individuals (15 percent) reported 
that they would discuss resource and environmental issues with others in 
their communities and take personal action to enhance resource conservation, 
Other respondents intended to take the following action: hold small workshops; 
bring pressure through hearings, briefs, petitions, and letters; report issues 


in the mass media to create awareness and concern. 
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TABLE 10 


TYPES OF ACTION INTENDED BY 
PARTICIPANTS AS FOLLOW-UP TO PROVINCIAL 
WORKSHOPS, MAN AND RESOURCES PROGRAM, 
ALBERTA, 1972.! 


San Ba ieee 


Total Calgary Edmonton 

Type of Action Number - (Number) (Number) 
|. Shall hold similar work- 

shops and meetings | | TG 6 5 
2. Shall inform and involve 

people 38 Ce) 10 28 
5, onal i reporh 16 any 

organization and try to 

get some action 2) ae) 10 17 
4. Report in High School 

paper and classes L523) DOSS 9 7 
5. Interaction with 

individuals. Shall take 

personal action 15 ane 14 | 
6. Shall! continue to work 

in project recycle = Se, 5 = 
7. Shall participate in 

hearing, brief, letters, 

petitions 4 2.6 = 4 
8. Shall report in the mass 

media 6 4.0 = 6 
9. Miscellaneous 
10. No follow-up seen 2 ae) Z 
11. No response 26 een 2 13 


nae ; 
Miscellaneous responses included: shall act as a resource person 
and shall apply for a research grant. 
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Suggestions of Future Action by Government 


in *terms of future policy and action th the arsavof resources 
and the environment the delegates offered a number of useful suggestions. 
Table I! indicates that a large number of respondents stated their desire 
to see the Department of the Environment organize workshops, meetings, and 
seminars. Other respondents would like the Department to help organize 
educational programs, both formal and informa! programs, fo create 
public awareness of The issues ana problems resource conservation and use. 
It is Significant to note that only a small minority of 
the delegates polled mentioned establishment of task forces. Other areas 
mentioned for government action included involvement of the public 


indecision=-making mass media campaigns, and action on problems. 


TABLE 11 


RESPONDENTS SUGGESTIONS FOR ACTION 
BY DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENT WITH REGARD 
TO FUTURE PROGRAMS 


l 
Would Like Number of Responses 
The Department To: Total Calgary Edmonton 
|. To organize workshops, 
meetings oe Sy 56 
2. 10 organize seminars 60 2 | ee 


3, To organize educational 


programs(youth & adults) 85 A4 4 | 
4. To set up task forces i 2 5 
5. To act on problems 16 rf 9 


6. To involve public infleci 
ion making 


7. To organize mass media 
campaigns | | d 4 
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Would Like ges Number of Responses 
The Department to: Total Calgary Edmonton 
8. To use miltilingual input 0 


| ie , : 
Each individual could have given a number of responses in This 
question. Obviously many have suggested more than one course of action. 


Crinle Hei oS 


CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDAT |ONS 

It is quite clear as indicated by the information presented in the 
preceeding pages that the objectives of the Alberta Man and Resources Program 
were largely achieved. (See page 4 for a list of the objectives). Considering 
the budgetary allocations of the Government of Alberta for this Program, 
itetisr evident ire thesevaluatorsithat.a.proportionately farge amount of 
awareness and interest has been created. among Albertans on the subject 
of resource conservation and use issues. In terms of completion of certain 
stages of the social action process, the Man and Resources program conducted 
in rural Alberta by Rural Education and Development Association is a good 
example of economy and efficiency in conducting pub!ic programs. The same 
is true of the Provincial Workshops. The credit for this achievement should 
be given to the manager of the Program as well as to a large number of 
volunteer professionals: planners, facilitators, and assistants, giving 
their time and energy fully and willingly. 

In terms of involvement of a cross~section of Alberta's population, 
it can be said that most communities and groups contacted responded with 
enthusiasm for the program. The participants in all workshops represented 
considerable variety in age, sex, occupation, interests, education, and 
regional representation. More groundwork i: urban areas, with native 
people, and in a few rural areas would have benefitted the program 
somewhat in terms of the greatest possible participation. However, one must 
take into account the time of the year when programs were conducted, the 
weather at the time of various activities, and the more logistical problems 


involved in covering such a large province before making any judgments regarding 
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possibility of 100 percent involvement. Overall the evaluators believe 
the program has exposed a very significant number of interested Albertans 
to the problems of resources and environment. 

The data indicate that an overwhelming majority of those who filled 
in evaluation questionnaires felt that the environmental issues had been 
identified adequately and that proper emphasis had been given to important 
Issues. However, the participants refused to rank the issues in terms of 
importance because they recognized that the issues are all interrelated 
and ranking is therefore impossible. A statement listing major issues 
as decided upon by the participants is enclosed with report. 

Free and easy discussion to determine issues was successfully 
implemented; participants at provincial workshops felt that they were able 
to discuss.fssues freely. Furthermore, the diverse composition of groups 
allowed delegates to hear all points of view. Thus they could appreciate 
the difficulties involved tn arriving at group consensus. This situation 
alone went a long way towards educating the participants in the nature of 
overall problems of Alberta. 

With the aid of the professionally trained facilitators, the 
groups made real progress toward their goals. Delegates had positive 
attitudes toward the facilitators and the roles they played in the group 
process. Most individuals reacted enthusiastically and optimistically toward 
Man and Resources. A large number of the delegates indicated that they 
intended to do follow-up work in their communities and groups. Some 
intended to hold similar meetings in their communities and with their groups, 
others intended to involve other people in discussions on resource problems; 
still others indicated that they would take individual action on some of the 


problems. High school students intended to inform other students about the 
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outcome of the workshop in order to create awareness about issues involved 
in resource conservation and use. 

Participants made a number of suggestions in terms of future 
government policy and action on Man and Resources. It was strongly felt that 
the Department of Environment should initiate follow-up work by organizing 
workshops, seminars, and meetings. A major recommendation made by a large 
number of respondents was that government should help organize formal and 
informal educational programs with adults and young people to create an 
awareness of the problems involved in resource use. Among other suggestions 
were included: Qovernment action on problems, government communication 
with people, and although the establishment of task forces was mentioned, 
it rated rather low. 

Recommendation 

1. The evaluators recommend that a format similar to that used by 
this program in rural areas be used in urban areas in order to ensure 
gross ools part telparton. 

2. Preferably any program in rural areas should be conducted during 
the winter months. 

3. The evaluators suggest that all participants should have 
experienced similar processes prior to their attending provincial workshops 
to avoid putting people at two different levels of development together 
in the same process. 

4. The evaluators endorse the idea of bringing rural and urban 


people together in provincial workshops. 
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Calgary Workshop 

Man and Resources 
October 13, 14, 15, 1972 

Calgary, Alberta 


Registration Information 
Miss 
Mrs. 
Mr. (name) 


Home address 


Telephone Number 


Occupation 
Age (check one) under 25 
Pe 25 or8s 
36 to 45 


45 and above 
How many years of school have you completed? (check one) 


less than 12 


i2 
13 to 16 
1? and above 


List organization in which you have membership. If you are an officer 
in any of these please give title. 


Name of organization Office held (if any) 


| 


What organization/institution/or geographical area do you represent 
at this workshop? ; 


Calgary Workshop 
Man and Resources 
October 13, 14, 15, 1972 
Calgary, Alberta 


Evaluation 
In your opinion, to what extent have the important issues related to man 
and resources been identified by this workshop? (Check one) 
Large extent : Little 


Moderate extent None 


a, Were there any issues that you or your community or organization 
considered important that were not identified or appropriately 
emphasized in this workshop? 


Important issues not considered: Issues not given appropriate emphasis: 


b. Were you given the opportunity to discuss these lesues during the 
workshop? Yes No (Check one}. 


One objective of this workshop was to facilitate free and easy diecussion 
regarding the identification of major issues related to man and resources. 
To what extent has this objective been achieved? (Check one) 


Satisfactorily Unsatisfactorily 
Do you plan to do any follow-up work in your community or organization 
after having attended this conference? (Check one) Yes No 


If yes, how? 


aR asim cera 


Lf no, why? 


emer apineine tse 


an | 


To what extent have the workshop objectives been achieved? (Check one) 


To a high degree Not at all 
Moderate degree _. Did not know workshop objectives 
Only slightly 


Would you please suggest any ways in which you feel thie Man and Resource 
Workshop could have been improved. 


What would you like to see the Department of Environment do in terms 
of future programs? (For example, more workshops, community seminars, 
educational programs, etc.). 
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nanonton Vorkshop 

Tan and Resources 
October 20, 21, 22, 1972 

Bemonton, Alberta 


Reeistration Information 
Are” Fou attending this Workshop as a member of P,A.C.? (Check one) 


Miss 
Mrs. 


hie tname) 


* 


Lome address: 


Telephone Number 


Occupation 

Ase (check one) __ under 25 
25 to 35 
36 to 45 


45 and above 
llow many years of school have you completed? (check one) 
less than 12 
sae 
13 *to 26 


17 and above 


List organization in which you have membership. If you are an officer 
in any of these please give title. 


Name of organization Office held (if any) 
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What organization/institution/or geographical area do you represent at this 


workshop? 
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Edmonton Workshop 
Man and Resources 
October 20, 21, 22, 1972 


4 


Edmonton, Alberta 


Evaluation 


In your opinion, to what extent have the important issues related to man 
and resources been identifiec ty this workshop? (Check one) 


Large extent Little 


Moderate extent one 


oe 


a. Were there any issues that you or your community or organization 
considered important that were not identified or appropriately 
emphasized in this workshop? 


Important issues not considered: Issues not given appropriate emphasis: 


b. Were you given the opportunity to discuss these issues during the 
workshop? Yes No _ (Check one). 


One objective of this workshop was to facilitate free and easy discussion 
regarding the identification of major issues related to man and resources, 
To what extent has this objective been achieved? (Check one) 


Satisfactory Unsatisfactorily 
Do you plan to do any follow-up work in your community or organization 
after having attended this conference? (Check one) Yes_ No 


If yes, how? 


rs 


If no, why? 


{To what extent have the workshop objectives been achieved? (Check one) 


To a high degree Not at all. 


Moderate degree __ Did not know workshop 
objectives 


Only slightly 


Would you please sugrest any ways in which you feel this Man and Resources 
Workshop could have been tinroved. 


What would you like to see the Department of Environment do in terms 
of future programs? (“or example, more workshops, community seminars, 
educational programs, etc.). 
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MAN AND RESOURCES WORKSHOP 
Heldin Calgary ‘on October dSr> 726, 4.972 
SUMMARY OF THE GROUP DISCUSSIONS ON THE 


MAJOR ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES 


PRODUCTION AND CONSUMPTION. 


Growth is the increased consumotion of our scarce resources; non- 
renewable and renewable. We said if growth continued at the present 
rate it will result in a depletion of our present resources. We have 
confined ourselves to economic considerations so that everything has 
a cost that is all oriented around the dollar system. If there is a 
product that is important to man but cannot be categorized as dollars 
and cents, it is disregarded and not included in the decision-making 
level of our Society. So as a group we decided to reject G.N.P. as an 
adequate measure of quality of life because it does not include con- 
siderations of anything that does not have a dollar value but might be 
important to people. "Man Wants", this is a statement we made and then 
decided it was important to see who determines the nature of these wants 
and if it is something natural or if it is something society through 
advertising, corporations and any manner of media expression towards us 
makes us want something that is not really necessary. 


We went into levels of responsibility and said is the individual 
resoonsible or is he conditioned by these elements of society? Is ne 
really not responsible and sort of moving through a system that is mak- 
ing him move? Then we went to the corporation level and asked if they 
are the ones to blame and we agreed they helped to create values and 
plan obsolescence, through their advertising and the whole system they 
orient to something that will be consumed and thrown away. That is the 
whole basis of our economy. But the question is, are corporations 
really to blame entirely? As a group we said the individuals and the 
corporations are responsible but you cannot really point a finger. 

Next we went to government and thought they were responsible to people, 
but then you would question, are the people conditioned? We really 

do not know who is responsible, therefore, I think we have to accept 
Wt Orme ; 


We had four alternatives if growth was not considered. First of 
all we could rechannel both human resources and physical resources. 
If we put a halt to growth there would be massive unemployment. We 
admitted this, but we said these unemployed people could be moved into 
different fields like services, ecology or recycling. They would have 
to be educated on a different level, more supple to change so that 
they would be able to go through these processes and-change their 
level of employment. Then we would have to decrease our level of con- 
sumption. This is sort of underlying all our issues and would involve 
a personal cost. People must willingly accept limits and pay for the 
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long range advantages. This is not just a long range advantage to 

them but to the world because it is going to have to lower our standard 
of living. To do this we are going to have to hit people in the pocket- 
book and that is going to hurt, but people are going to have to accept 
this. We said there was a third alternative and that was technology. 
Technology could come up with something--either a new fuel, a way of 
getting rid of garbage or something like a cure-all for our problems. 

I think we all recognize’ that this is a possibility but if we depend 

on it then we might find ourselves confronted with a crisis. 


The decisions in our society are primarily based on a short term 
economic basis which ignores any cost that does not have a specific 
dollar values OF Said thatwbetore, Tout) 1 think’ ie Le amportant® to 
stress that)it 259A Short! term economic’ cost.’ Tf Mel look at this 
in a long term situation things that are not costly now will become 
costiy. Right mow 2t is alright to dump Sewage im a river and 1 
does not have immediate cost to ourselves but if we increase the 
time scale for looking at these problems it is going to cost and it 
is going to cost us dearly. So the economic system is a good one to 
judge our standards by as long as we include the time scale that we 
are applying them to. 


In summary, our society and the world at large on every level-- 
individual, corporative, national and international, compete and work 
on the immediate profit motive. Short term economic planning distorts 
issues because it cannot consider all variables. To clarify, it seems 
our problem is short~-sightedness in the issue of Growth. 


Ouestions® “IssG.N.PS an “andicatorvior the quality’ of life or is* ati an 
economic indicator. 
i sg 
: : tt gph Fh 
Answer: We reject G.NIP. as an adequatesgquality of life because it 
does not include consideration of anything that does not have a dollar 
value. The answer is economic. 
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URBANISH. 


Implications of urbanism causes a change in people. We discussed what 
was happening to people. Were they becoming alienated from society; from 
their norm of life they had perhaps established before this. One person in 
our group who had lived in Calgary for a number of years once saw a cow 
town stigma in Calgary where everyone was friendly and everyone seemed to 
get along. Calgary was known as a friendly place. We had to take the 
view that Calgary is now a financial center. It is cold and has been taken 
over by economics. There really is not much for people in the City's core. 
Very fortunately we limited ourselves to a discussion of the City core and 
wnat we could do with it, primarily from a view of people going into the City 
to the central core to work and from a view of people living in the central 
core. 


We saw immigration of people as one problem in Calgary. There has been 
a tremedous amount of foreign investment and a tremedous influx of American 
personnel into Calgary. With them they brought their economic attitudes 
and their cultural attitudes. Our group sees Calgary as becoming very 
americanized and very materialistic. We felt Calgary was unfriendly and 
this caused a lot of tension among people. People were really afraid to 
relate to each other. Of course, we can see the effects of unplanned 
building. We have got sort of a competition for air space at the present 
time with mammoth skyscrapers coming up all over with no open space in 
between. Calgary is going to be a dark city in the very near future if 
something is not done. Judging from proposed developments, buildings are 
continuing skyward and at present none of us could see any change in the 
trend. For instance, there is absolutely no parks of any size within 
walking distance of any part of the City core where thousands of people 
are living and working at least eight hours per day. We thought planning 
could take into consideration the fact that people need places to relax 
and get away from their jots and homes. 


Some of the other problems are parking, driving, exhaust fumes and 
crowding. We are not sure what we can do with these problems because there 
just is not any place to put the cars or the people. Perhaps we could de- 
velop ground floors in certain buildings that would be used for recreational 
purposes. We felt we needed to get cars out of the center of the City 
and get people moving in by rapid transit. Perhaps something like the Blue 
Arrow or an extension of that, which prohibits cars in a certain area 
could be developed. 


We find two groups living in the downtown area. First of all there are 
senior citizens who are often left out of any discussions. What can old 
people dolin a eaty Such as Calgary? They cam go visit. other old people! 

We wanted to get them integrated into society again and mixing with younger 
people. I think different project groups could come together and plan for 
these senior citizens. For the young people the liquor laws could be 
changed. Right now there is absolutely no place where the young people 

can get together on a social interchange basis to discuss matters of im- 
portance to them) We 1elt this sort of thang Showlda be planned Tox 

in the downtown area as well. 
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Question: How do you relate the City especially the downtown core problems 
with the topic Resources and Man. 


Answer: Human beings are resources. There are obviously going to be people 
jin the core as long as there are cities. We just have to make a more mean- 
ingful living for them. People are to be considered resources. 
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LAND CLASSIFICATION. 


Land classification is probably one item of planning. The group dealt 
with only problems; problems probably not directly related to natural re- 
sources. We recognized the fact that one of our resource inputs is people. 


One case of land classification is where you and your community need 
land and as soon as someone discovers you need that land, the price of 
purchasing increases from $200 an acre to $1200 an acre. This I think is 
exploitation and taking advantage of a need. Now your governments have 
the authority to expropriate certain things and maybe this expropriation 
should be looked into. 


Municipalities have to provide parks and roads but they don't receive 
any assistance. ‘This affects small towns and urban centers moreso than 
rural areas; and 2. is a problem because of boundry limits. The question 
is, should municipalities finance corporations or should private land con- 
panies like C.M.H. purchase the land for an urban center who will be needing 
it in the future? In this way, the government does not have to invest 
the taxpayers money but they get the capital without raising their mill 
rate. This is a real need and a real problem.: 


There is some opposition to using good agricultural land for recrea- 
tional oses. Also planning board commissions have a low budget problem 


purpos 

and a staff problem, and they still must provide good planning on a regional 
basis. In certain areas they have problems getting their local plan into 
effect. How does it get to the decision-maker? How does this input from 

the people get there or is it shelved or thrown in File 13? This is done 

so many times in favor of a professional opinion. This is an area where 

the people's input sometimes gets side-tracked and your local representative 
is not able to exercise, to a full advantage, his option. Public input and 
opinions often do not reach hearings of a commission. There are many bureau- 
cratic vetos on decisions of local governments. Low level people and plans 
are easily overwnelmed by pressure from large developers. Large en 1tions 
get their plan through whereas a smaller community may get completely side- 
tracked and discouraged. 


Speculation is one of our biggest problems. The question is, how to 
overcome its There are ways to do it providing you get government legislation. 


Foreign ownership of our resources was discussed at length. Are we 
opposed to foreign investment or are we opposed to foreign control? Foreign 
control means you would allow the investment but you want the national con- 
trol of how that money is working in our country. Gack of uniformity in 
our land laws and competition for tax base comes back to the question; why 
not have agencies buy land for municipal recreational purposes? 


In summation, how do we inject public opinion into the final decisions 
if we are overpowered by the professional advisor? Why are local recommenda- 
tions filed im Pile 13s? I think this all refers to planning. 


"3 ai ? 
Reky ne eee A 


ce ao @°epda, Gaals ends! 
oh -qretend, ppl ecly Ui tty 
S60) °en? leeisrarms- 4 «ae TIA 


° vi 

‘ at fa tidernee any to as 2 OR ae og ot 
Lie ‘Yo' ww Ror tet aap ‘ees eanvoen th womoe se wine © Bas fated 

a 


divas al ee ae = ion hers Wich CO2F nue ayer otha 
7 aug “hime te et ee uipaatareiien ty Sie Tia pLEG 0 "Ahan 
inal Sis *qwilged Ati iv = tae tan “egelaes aiat2a> WIA) MQt ye ' tot both cB 

oe oo, og Ateeta 


We Tunes gy “au gaits vip PAY, tine zat og 462 ore a 4seil TH r, (whi 


ihe") “Osun! agotmie Apne WY eu Licw asie7te. mail: gan yl 
on we gatinis qottiiedg in stage @itdawy © ©t ©! op te hes 
<i) tiet <vejug eiwode te sutil¢e haere. FOAqNET weld ny). ion yore (a 
diitcen ad [ttm radia TGP Apt Bir: 0? “VR Weal eee Aavsloir Tet it " 
poor ia “4 evan ara ‘paw ag pert wids..vaw asile a t ih ath OF 
tide ‘ehavty PUAtag Sra © fies Reg elie any ua ws jeu ; fin oil? 
adele we tae ® Pitan “poor ».: 9 a WE OHe 

res NO lid teysaeivolsua heew vaieu @s guid | aan: s+ . “ges ; 
ithe, tepid wil 2 oad proteeignod ‘fied. padre by eale ep A . tabi fale 
 tagoager 2 oo peclinala beog welvewy otauty LEWa God? fw g@rlrvery a) aad 
: . osnt nilq lemet x20kt polssap nestdna eat yaa! ebewm woiieec & ana 
vel Negus eat cans wo Teten-nededaeh ott ar F0y b ‘sqft 
= enon o) eh 401 of tt Wl mveotiy ww Sevloie a) ei to epee ey tee al 
+ OT). Rote ate et sige .notsien Latolesienag 6 14-76 ti eo! won Ge 
avi tamenvaqes heel sup bre Sedlastt+o0ls atip eanitaene fey) 6 suey Mey 
7 ent yung d wh line Tego wie Te Lint e i ae > o- igi ia wb a 


snaaniet Nitin San exert? = .nolcetmnoy @ Ww efudenad desex IG S 8-6 i— encandogs 

» Rien wiqneg Level wal .asnmm@ineriy, lasgl Se enpigiGeh wo «<a >) TeSe 

7 oon ogial...eaeqslevad oprsk, mert-epsaayty Yd Get iies) Velen exe 
a iene Se ee, = A teeny pies «6 ty dau tay 
a Se ee Le 
os 


ce py ed pe i ee 
ey a 
7 1 ay oS mo 30 — = 
2 nos a a na Ske: Be Aye 


la * pls bile 
pr rny: Sy ay 

; a ors rs of 

7 » ee 


| nar Reset Banga 


Question: Is public access to land a problem in Southern Alberta? For 
example, lakeshore properties. 


Answer: Public access to any property is the responsibility of your 
local or provincial government. This was not discussed at any length. 


Question: Would you please define land speculation? 


Answer: Land speculation comes under foreign capital. A typical example 

is right on the east side of Calgary. Foreigners are purchasing as much 

as townships of land. They will likely hold it for approximately 20 years 
without developing it. This is how foreign capital is entering into land 

speculation. 


"i a se _ 


i ass oki ere “aT te Eset | 
ay | ei oxcdtnntal Nand BS 


Fy Vis ee oF) ite de? Bul vetaaetl 


- mea Van Leu rerng y l@=apl 


- _ 7 
ij : ¥ seo Wain at i, An Rea) ini plains PLoS |: 7 
7 


=) 1 ay D Lyte Hh, (hd ne winI62 2ebn ia te eh | it, Pity 
ee 40) be e> 9 wkdetct an V7 : eaemsnae) stapivse hae aj ed , a 7 be 
glenn fae) Jif ores wh J4 ge gimigt L114 A mete > aie ak. 
ion) a vig guaty bin ei fea tems teat wa @e «cet ; " iacert Powy 


i, 


POLLUTION. 


Our group had many agreements and disagreements throughout the 
entire discussion. Attitudes were one thing that caused a split in 
our discussions. Some of the group felt the entire Province con- 
tributed to the actual problems imposed by our Society through our 
commercialistic, capitalistic profit-motivated society. 


The group brainstormed things that came to mind, discussed them 
and decided which were major and minor problems. Pollution was broken 
down into six areas~--air, water, solid waste, noise, soil and aesthetic 
meaning visual pollution. In these areas the group did not come to any 
agreement on whether air, water, or solid waste was the major problem 
so each area was just identified. The group assumed the government 
would find out what the major area of concern is. 


4 The first area of cnnsideration is fertilizer plants and products 
thereof. Inefficient usage of the plants results in a fantastic growth 
rate of bacteria in our water system and also the fertilizer plants them- 
selves are major aix polluters. There again these were not directly 
classified within the groupv, being such a large topic. 


The next major area of contention was the packaging industry and 
a strong voice of discontent was put forth. The group felt the packaging 
industry was falling down in their job and producing articles which 
were causing pollution and were an inefficient use of resources as well. 


The next point was products of the motor vehicle industry. Air 
pollution being an obvious by-product of that. Another related industry 
is oil--the waste of our natural resources. The motor industry was the 
largest: civic polluter--/0 percent of all the air pollutions, Again to 
outline it further, the group felt it was a government responsibility, 
but the areas of bad feelings are fairly evident. 


The next major point would be environmental planning. Such things 
as strip mining which is presently discouraged should never have been 
allowed. Of course, other ventures along that line should also be dis- 
couraged.- The group believed pipelines and related transportation 
systems were not being safeguarded well enough. Also there was not 
enough thougit being given to whether or not these things would produce 
disasterous side-effects if some accident were to occur. 


Next would be the very lax industrial law enforcement due to 
the fact that government officials presently in these situations were 
not doing their jobs because they were being bought out, because the 
laws were non-existent or because the laws were not being enforced 
because of the fear of discouraging industry. Society wants to live 
and live a little longer and we do not care about this kind of dis- 
couragement. 


The next voints we discussed were incineration and basically 
waste disposal. The problem we were looking at was solid waste dis- 
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posal in our civic centers. For example Calgary's landfill sites. 
These are extremely un-environmentally sound. They cause direct 
pollution problems. Sewage treatment in civic centers is also 
inadequate, in that sewage is not being processed enough and the 
by-products could be used for other things such as fertilizer. 
Incineration of any type of refuse should be discouraged and if 
possible totally stopped, because it is a total waste of the re- 
sources involved. 


Question: Did you consider the question of chemical additives? 


Answer: This was listed as one of our minor points and was not 
discussed in any great detail. 


Question: Strip mining was put down completely. Some reclamation 
is useful..-How did you come to this conclusion? 


——_ tea ne 


Answer: Strip mining is (un+environmentally %ound. While some of 
the problems could be corrected the group did not feel this could 
justify the use of that type of mining. The negative points were 
too strong. 
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ATELTudes in Education 


As a group we tried to discuss the kinds of attitudes we felt were present 
either positive or negative; we felt these attitudes or values are often at 
the root of many of the issues that we are concerned with. It is hoped that 
these attitudes once defined, can be changed. The group did not always agree, 
which illustrates the broad spectrum and at times the extreme polarization of 
attitudes and walues in cur society here sat the conference. 


The first value we discussed was the growth syndrome. We said there was a 
definite preoccupation with growth in Calgary. We felt we have reached a 
type of plateau in Calgary, in cost and efficiency ratios. Further eroyth 
will lead to compounding social and pollution problems. This also accen- 
tuates the problems of depopulation of the rural areas in Southern Alberta 
and lowers quality of life in areas as a decreased population cannot often 
sustain the services and facilities or social immunities of. that area. The 
rapid sprawl of large cities and/or dowmitory centers can also cause deter- 
ioration in something we called community spirit which we felt was very 
important to a community. This has also been labelled alienation. We also 
felt that whenever the quality of life is being considered, it is of utmost 
importance. 


Another category we discussed was urban/rural polarization of issues. Here we 
felt this polarization was not really called for, but there was a lack of 
appreciation of the interrelatedness of urban and rural issues. That is, 
legislators and decision-makers often pass off a problem as either just an 
urban problem or just a rural problem. As an example —- the use of land for 
food production as opposed to recreation. It was also felt by some that 

there was an urban domination but this we did not get into very deeply. 


Another issue that we discussed at length was this phenomenon of a throw-away 
society where we are all urged to consume mo an we need. Also the fact 
that so many of the products on the market tend to become obsolete has some 
bearing, they do not last long enough. Here we felt there was a great waste 
in physical and human resources. 


We also discussed the economics of renovating old buildings as opposed to 
building new ones. 


We also brought up the point of gross national products not being an accurate 
measure of happiness. We prefer to call it gross personal satisfaction 
measure, which is rather difficult to describe. 


We also thought that education values should be related to environmental and 
resource management. Today's education system is primed for industrial and 
commercial values. We also discussed legislation versus personal responsi- 
bilities. We said that we cannot legislate everything such as litter laws. 


Something we had a lot of difficulty with was this work ethic. A lot of 
people were secure in their present jobs and not interested in being re- 
trained. They prefer to sit and punch cards rather than finding something 
more interesting to do. 
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Question: Attitudes and values have an effect on the types of growth and 
resources. However, they are also a function of previous and existing 
resources and previous and existing growth patterns. We can talk about 
attitudes and changes all we want but our attitudes are not going to 
change until we start doing something to cause those attitudes to change. 


Answer: This is right. Im the final analysis we cannot change attitudes 

in a matter of months. We felt we had to start now. Perhaps the conference 
is a start. As we go home we carry these attitudes. Perhaps througn a ripple 
erfect dtewill disburse tiroue our Sociery. 
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CULTURE, RECREATION AND LEISURE. 


Ths: topirerwasr aiiced inta twe groups. The first group based their 
discussions on the following: 


1 ee ackVonwiiela starr an) recreational and wilderness areas in 
Southern Alberta. 


2. Lack of federal/provincial incentive to establish cultural, 
wilderness and recreational areas in Southern Alberta. 


3. Lack of efficient research and coordinated planning into establishing 
new park areas and the use of existing areas. 


4. Lack of definition of recreation and wilderness areas. 


5. Eastern Rockies forest reserve and national parks are extremely 
important areas in Southern Alberta and all of North America from 
an economic, social, and ecological standpoint. 


6. Establishment of priorities for future reference. 

7. Lack of legislation pertaining to all resources in Southern Alberta. 
8. A need for public involvement in the planning of resources. 

9. Need for Alberta identity in. arts. 

10. Need to protect wildlife and natural habitat. 

Jo) os (COnGOT Tr ecar wildlife comes only after a problem develops. 

12. Too much foreign ownership of public lands. 


To elaborate a little. There is a great need for additional park 
categories besides the civic, provincial and national parks. Again there 
is a definite need to define what is meant by parks and wilderness and to 
select appropriate uses for the two. While additional parks and recrea- 
tional areas are required for the population of Southern Alberta as a 
whole, the nost pressing need is for recreational areas inside and in 
close proximity to large urban centers. While the Federal and Provincial 
governments are responsible for recreation, there must be greater partici- 
pation from the private: sector, “An example of this, is getting the 
Government to subsidize people who preserve wildlife on their land. 
Management of existing parks is not necessarily good enough either. 
Public participation is essential in the management and use of public 
reserves. Interpretation and education seem to be the overall point. 

It is essential to express the sociological and ecological values .of 
resource areas. 


To Southern Alberta national parks are a vital source of protective 
wild-land and this wilderness must stay this way. Southern Albertans must 
have an input into the decisions made on public lands. 
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Wildlife is a valuable economical and social resource. There is a need 
to protect: a. variety of species. 


Fine arts need financial support to bring Alberta art out as it 
reallyipertains te Southern Alberta. 
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Culture, Recreation and Leisure Group #2_ 


The first problem is a lack of Canadian and Alberta! identity but nobody 
is interested in paying for it. We could find little economic support 
past the education level. We felt the general public's education was 
lacking in the fine arts. We also felt that in the broad scope of art 
such as films, television, etc. some of the laws are not as rigidly 
enforced as they could be. For example, Canadian content laws are 
largely being taken up with the local football game, hockey game or 
whatever. Actual Canadian arts which would support Canadian actors 

and technical crews are not being explored to their fullest. 


With regard to land use we felt that with Edmonton and Calgary's 

rapid expansion we have overtaxed some of the existing facilities 

such as sewage, land fill, etc. We felt this rapid growth was not a 

good thing. We felt that because of the rapid growth there was perhaps 

a lack of planning. For example, the lack of urban parks. We felt there 
should be many more green areas within the urban centers. People are 
obviously willing to get out of the cities to find green areas and per- 
haps if there were more green areas in the cities people would not be 
leaving as much. 


We also asked the question about preserving wildlife and why do we want 
to preserve wildlife? The general consensus was yes we do want to pre- 
serve it. We felt that we would all be quite deprived. Many believed 

it was actually a matter of human survival that we protect wildlife. 
Others who felt it was not. a matter of survival, felt we would be greatly 
deprived without the wildlife. We also felt there was a need for more 
parks; national, provincial and urban, and we felt that these parks should 
be based on various things. For instance, some recreation, some strictly 
wildlife without any human being allowed in, others for nature trails and 
others for just people and no vehicles. We felt we needed a lot more in 
diversification of the park systems we have now. We felt this would help 
to preserve wildlife plus make use of areas for people who want to go to 
places like Banff or Jasper for skiing. Others felt that iimited popula- 
tion in certain areas was not a good idea. This was once tried but there 
were a mass of complaints. We also felt that a change of attitudes re- 
garding how we use the land and alternatives for some of our activities 
should and must be found and financially supported. 


Question: Who bears the cost of having more wildlife? Is it the farmer, 
the taxpayers or were you not concerned with this as a group? 


Answer: Government subsidization to farmers with private land if they 
kept the natural habitat such as a natural slough, wooded area etc. In 
this way we could keep the wildlife in these areas. 


Question: Was any consideration given to leisure time, continuous week- 
end type deal, four day work weeks in order to distribute the load on the 
provincial parks? 


Answer: We did consider wildlife conservation from the point of view of the 
hunter. Hunting would be allowed on only part of the land. After a couple 

of years hunting would be transferred to the other side thus allowing birds 

and animals to reguvinate. 
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EDMONTON PROVINCIAL WORKSHOP 
MAN AND RESOURCES PROGRAM OCTOBER, 20,7021) 6 22, L972 


RECREATION 


One of the first things that came up is a strict ecological reserve. We 
mentioned that we ought to have a reserve somewhere where there are no 
humans allowed and no roads leading onto the reserve. Access is restricted 
to scientists. This will enable scientists, 200 years from now, to observe 
the natural way of living which is quickly disappearing. This would also 
serve as a psychological crutch for the péople in the city--knowing that 
the country Still as not so screwed up that mo Lite actually exists an its 
natural form. The second thing we offered was the survival area. We would 
have roads to the edge and then people could walk or ride their horses in 
and get into a real interaction with the environment. This type of situation 
could be possible at the Wild Kakwa area. Hunting could be allowed on a more 
restricted scale. We definitely want to restrict guides. There is a guide 
north of Athabasca that boasts of killing 75 head of elk in one month. In 
the survival area no motor vehicles would be allowed. This would eliminate 
quite a few people from that area. So what we need is an urban recreation 
type area where Joe Blow and Marsha could pack up the kids in their camper 
and go plug in. Definitely there is going to be a need for campsites and 
facilities. We want to draw people away from the national parks and spread 
them through the prairies--down around Suffield and Cold Lake. I hope they 
stop bombing. Limiting the sale of land around the lake fronts to make 
public camp grounds is another idea. 


We recommended dividing the urban recreation areas into high intensity and 
low intensity areas. The low intensity area would have a lake where motor 
boats, water skiing, snowmobiling, etc. would be banned. Then canoes and 
fly fishermen can go out and get it on. . In the high intensity areas like 
Lake Wabamun or Lake Eden you can get your high powered motor boats and drag 
your kids around the lake. Also snowmobiling would be allowed in the winter. 


We felt that driver education should be mandatory for snowmobilers. Drivers 
need a more sense of maturity than they have now--driving into fences and each 
revalatohar 


We talked about hunters for a brief time. We felt that hunting needed more 
control, more licensing, perhaps a test almost like a driver's test could he 
given to hunters. 


For junior high school we propose environmental awareness control courses 
to make the children aware of the fact that they do have an environment. A 
lot of people do not realize it in the city. 


Stricter enforcement of hunter violations is necessary. For instance a grounp 
of American hunters were caught with a truckload of moose. I would really like 
to bust those fellows. 


One member objected to the fact that the treaty Indians were allowed the 
total freedom of hunting. He felt that the Indians should only have white 
hunting rights. We had a small disagreement on this but I was supposed to 
bring it up anyways. 
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EDMONTON PROVINCIAL WORKSHOP 
MAN AND RESOURCES PROGRAM OCTOBER Re O wel) tees, 1972 


EDUCATION 


We are working on the premise that man was a part of his environment. His 
parents, his peer groups, the schools and other institutions he attends 

and the media all affect the kinds of decisions he makes and just his total 
personality. Attitudes are the problems and must be solved. These are 

the big things that determine a lot of problems that we have talked about 
this morning. 


One of the first points we discussed is that environment is everybody's busi- 
ness. It is not just the oilman's or the man who runs a pump station. The 
thing is that we have to in some way manage to teach the people to live to- 
gether The idea of promoting a little social conscience in that you cannot 
say that I am right and the other guy is wrong. Somewhere you have to have 

a middle ground and you have to exist together. Everybody's responsibility 
is equal in this respect. I am no more responsible for that candy wrapper 
than the manufacturer who made it and vice versa. 


lack” ofWimproper uselof educationalofaciieti es) isla problem pazticulariyiin 
the rural areas where there just is not enough facilities--swimming pools 
and skating rinks. In the schools themselves it is hard to maintain a 
science lab because they do not have the right number of students. They 
Cannol ariord 1t. This gets down to the idea thatthe dollar spent on 
education is not being spent the way it should be. he people in the com- 
munities themselves are not certain how to use these facilities and are often 
not aware that these facilities exist. They have to be educated. To get 
people aware of certain things you have to get them aware of other things 

and it becomes a colossal problem. 


Centralization versus community distribution. You have a problem in that 

in some places all your facilities are tightly packed together. If you dis- 
burse them you solve some problems and introduce others. © The main trick is 
one versus the other and the fact that there is a problem with social facili- 
ties such as pools and other recreational activities. Insufficient aware- 
ness and/or understanding of the community, its resources and problems again 
relates to information. If you want to know how to put a septic tank in 

you do not rush out and buy one and throw it in the ground. There are cer- 
tain things you must do to make sure that thing is working properly. There 
are so many agencies around that people do not make use of because people 
are not aware of them and they might as well not be there. This is alsoa 
problem of education--of getting these people aware that these things exist. 
Adding it to the school curriculum is one way. There was one suggestion to 
add courses on the ecology to the high school curriculum, even the junior 
high and elementary levels and teach students what these pesticides do, 
explain to them what DDT did and explain that a mother's breast milk is 

not safe to drink because of the DDT content. Students will understand this. 
This just does not relate to the community league in a city or small town. 
When you are creating this awareness of trying to get them to understand 
involves more than one level. You have to manage this on a community, town, 
city, provincial and even a national level because there are certain problems 
which affect everybody nationally and not so much locally. 
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Then you come into responsibility of life, which has to do with decisicn- 
making and being able to capably decide what you are going to do and 
knowing how your decisions affect other things. Family living is another 
aspect of this in that there are so many people today. This is a great 
accusation--they do not know anything about making a family and raising 
children. But why? Why, because the schools never taught us and we do 
not want to assume that our parents are correct. We want other material. 


Consumer education. Teaching people what to do when you buy pop cans 
that you cannot use again. Pollution is everyone's responsibility. 


People are judged by their usefulness to society. What this means is when 
you come into a room full of people what is the first question you ask? 
Who are you and what do you do? People: are not jobs--they are people 
first and they fulfill a role in society. They are not that role. They 
have to be people first and you have to realize that everybody's responsi- 
bility is equal. Some of these are coming under solutions but the thing 
is you can realize what the problem is and identify what the right 
Situation can be. 


Another one was equal rights and responsibilities regarding resources. 
What this means is that swimming pool down the block is not just mine but 
everybody's. Also the fact that when I am polluting it works much the 
same way. It is as much yours as it is mine and we both have the re- 
sponsibility and right. 
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HUMAN RESOURCES EXPLOITATION 


Generally the premise that we worked on is that we are being exploited by our 
own value system. People are exploited when placed in situations they really 
do not like or have any control over. There is a sense of futility when you 
realize you are up against 950 million bureaucrats, and cannot cut through the 
red tape because you are only one person.’ This also applied in the field of 
work. If you are in a job that you do not like then you are not going to be 
happy. We seem to reach a point where we feel we have our personal integrity 
--self-respect. We have become slaves to the system we developed. 


We discussed the importance of the family. In our society the family is going 
to become increasingly important for support because you do not get support 
from religion or service clubs. You need the family for strength. 


When talking about farm use an example was mentioned where a Danish apprentice- 
ship farmer is sent to Canada to learn better techniques. They go back 

to Denmark and compete in the world market with Canadian farmers. They have 

an advantage because they are trained in this field. Kids in Canada are net 
being trained and they do not have an opportunity to go back to farms because 
Of ther initial euiout: 


There is some conflict in communication between urban and rural people regarding 
misconceptions that we have about each other. There is a tendency to try and 
gain the best of all life styles that we are now experiencing. Trends are 
developing where we are no longer working for ourselves but are working for 
large companies and this also adds to the personal integrity loss. People have 
lost the sense of their peoplehood. 


On closing there is a story about a person who lived on a planet as big as a 
house. He can take his chimney sweeper and clean out his volcanoes. He has 
three volcanoes, one of which is active. He cleans out his active volcano, 
heats his supper or it cooks his meals. He controls it. Our volcanoes here 
on earth are really difficult to control. They are too.big. What we are sort 
of doing at conferences like these is cleaning out our minds and directing a 
Little bit ’of the angerdin tryingytol connect ‘things. 


Lastly, I was asked to express our thanks to the organizers of this conference. 
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QOUALLEY (OF. LIBRE 


Our group did not come to any firm conclusions. We did console ourselves 
with the belief that definitions of quality of life or standard of living 
are important before other groups can go on and discuss resources uses 

such as land planning or population distribution. We tried to define a 
human-centered environment. We felt that it needs to be defined accurately 
but it is very difficult to define. We think that many elements of our 
standard of living can be objectively defined such as nutritional standards, 
health standards and the number of dentists per population size. ther 
parts are nore subjective. In the subjective areas political decisions 
should be made and clearly publicized over a fairly long period of time 

so that the people at least know where they stand. Finally, in this regard 
many people are against social planning. We realized that our environment 
is certainly being planned for us. It is being randomly planned by diverse 
groups with different interests, corporate powers and so on, but it is be- 
ing planned and it could be planned a lot better. 


Our discussion could be dived into roughly two areas--means and ends or 
objectives. Ends are described largely in terms of human behavior. 


Interpersonal communication we feel is lacking in many areas. . Among these 
are basic physical needs. A more aesthetic environment. Someone pointed 
out that Edmonton is ugly and someone else immediately pointed out that 
there are cities a lot uglier. 


We feel that cultural diversity across the country is an important thing 
and should be maintained. Why wipe out a band of Indians just for water 
power. Individual variation within a city or a small town given the wrong 
kinds of designs, those people can become identical in many respects. Maybe 
this is not such a good thing. Finally we felt there should be a more 

cal approach to life. You should be living within nature's boundaries 
rather than attempting to control nature. Every time a river gets in our 
Way we try to dam it, block 1 or divert tt. We should try to live within 
these plans. 


The means that we discussed briefly in order to attain these objectives 
are first physical needs. Things like income which you realize is often 
taken as a primary objective is seen as only a means by us. Others are 
local recreation facilities available to all people. It is easy fora 
rich person to drive to Jasper but low about the poor person. Similarly 
in housing there is a lack of housing. One of our members mentioned that 
the quality of food is not what it should be and another member said yes 
it is. We did not even discuss quantity because someone pointed out yes- 
terday that we are a middle America and we really do not have to consider 
that. Dut Leis Certainly eehegionr. 


Responsible use of the information media is certainly a very important 
tool in attaining the objectives that could be set out. It should be 


contvolled om SS aActElons: Considered. 


Now quality of services. Small towns do not have enough doctors or dentists, etc. 
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Other means that we discussed are the ability to get information and to 
be heard. Another one is minority rights. Just because someone belongs 
to a small group the should not be ignored. Technology assessment is | 
another one. What happens when a plant is built or a dam is constructed. 
Many ramifications spread from these developments and could be calculated 
largely in advance. 


Now some higher level means are the population distribution problem which 
has been discussed over and over. Economic distribution, guaranteed in- 
comes, allocation of industry to different town areas or different loca- 
tions, allocation of railroads and highway systems are other means. 


Finally we think there should be more research into the behavioral con- 
ditioning effects of the environment. What happens when people live in four- 
teen story buildings? What happens when traffic is going by by our window 
all night? What does it do to your behavior? Research is needed in that 
area. 
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NEED TO IMPROVE COMMUNICATION & COOPERATION 


I think this conference has really been on this point. We have communicated 
and talked to each other and listened.: I personally felt a tremendous sense 
of achievement in hearing so many different views. I feel the people before 
me spoke about so many things that we touched upon and they all hinge on 
communication. Do we communicate? Where do we fall down in this factor? 


In our group we had one person who was really frustrated because he had no 
way of expressing his displeasure at certain government decisions. He felt 
that he could knock on everso many doors and nobody would care or listen. 
He felt that he was not important. dust a man alone against society... So 
we listened to him and perhaps we helped him. 
First we have to communicate--people to people. There are no native people 
here, why are they not here? Were they not asked? Someone said yes they 
were. There was someone to go to the reserves and try to organize small 
meetings which is just the way this organization started. Why are these 
people not here? Someone said four people were to represent the native 
people but for some reason or another they did not. Is it because we 
have a different set of values? Perhaps they felt our needs were not there 


needs and they might feel thev did not fit into this situation. Did we 
really listen and try to understand their problems. These were the type 
of things we talked about. Perhaps it is a language barrier they fear but 


then there are some very good spokesmen among the native people. 


We have minority groups. Are they able to express themselves? I am from 
Northern Alberta and when the homesteading act came into effect about 80 


percent of the people in that area came from Europe. Now for two genera- 
tions those people took absolutely no active part in communicating with 
the organized society because they had a language problem. They felt 
they simply could not communicate and maybe they were asnamed or not 


prepared, or brave enough to stand up and say what they felt. Now that 

we come to a third generation, I think we have overcome that barrier 

and we do communicate. I feel also that. communicating creates problems 
between the urban and rural areas. As a personal example I was in Calgary 
some years ago and someone asked where I came from and I said I was from 
the Peace region. He asked what we did and I said we farmed, etc. He 
said well how do you get it out--as much as to say by dog team perhaps. 
Right in this Province we have this lack of communication. We feel it. 

We in the north particularly feel it. 


Now to discuss communication organizations. CBC personnel came to our 
area and there was a lot of talk about it being a disaster area. They 
gave it a one-half hour television program. They gave some examples of 
life up there where people were unable to send their children to high 
school because of a lack of money. They showed some farm homes and you 
would have to look a long time to find anything as bad as what was put 
on CBC. We do not like that type of publicity. We feel the mass media 
gets carried away and likes to have headlines which are very striking. 
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We have terrific problems up there. We are so far away from the rest of you. 
We feel alienated. We feel you do not listen to us. We would like to have you 
realize our many problems. 


The problem of communication between people and government was discussed. Should 
we have ministerial ‘control of factual information. Who should control the 
scientific facts which are gathered. Does the minister have the right to 

control that information or should it be given to the public. Should anyone 

be able to go and ask for certain information. Should the minister be able 

to say well that is for the government to know and that's it. Should anything 

be confidential. 


Now there are pressure groups and what do you think about these. Are they 
really valuable? Do we need them? Do they serve some purpose? Should all 
government deliberations be on camera? Do we have the right to know everything 
that is going on? How about industry--they have all sorts of information. 

Do we have a right to that information or have they the right to retain 

all the information themselves. In Grande Prairie we have the example of 
Proctor and Gamble going in and in the middle of their vast area there is 

the beautiful Kakwa falls. Wonderful place. We would like to keep six 
townships as they are. Just like they are. Can we? 


What about this conference? After Montebello is everybody going to forget 
about it? What are we going to do about it in Alberta? 
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EDMONTON PROVINCIAL WORKSHOP 
MAN AND RESOURCES PROGRAM OCTOBER=20) 216122, 1972 


ATTITUDES AND VALUES 


The way I am supposed to present this is on the aspect of the consumer, producer 
and government. The attitude of the consumer who things materialistic values 
produce happiness and/or prestige. The kinds of changes in attitudes and 
values relating to such things as convenience of consumption which lead to 
pollution and waste of resources. An example handed out was the use of in- 
coming cardboard into the home and then being thrown out. Another one of the 
problems was compulsive consumption-—-having to go out and buy these things 
which results in pollution and a waste of natural resources. Another thing 
concerning the consumer is plant. obsolescence. I know this sounds like it 

is part of the producer but it is also in the hands of the consumer. |. Here 

we are trying to buy products that are made cheaply and made not to last 

and then throwing them out and going back and buying some more. 


On the hand of the producer we find that we are going to have to look. at his 
attitudes also. He is going to have to consider the total environment--human 
and natural resources and not just profit. We also see consideration of labor 
with regard to plant location. 


We looked at excessive waste of raw materials and recycling. These are all» 
attitudes that need settling. 


A change of attitude is necessary as far as the expansion of the economy and 
the idea of total employment in our society. Government involvement in the 
producer/consumer problems will be necessary. The government is going to 
have to consider the well-being of the whole community of future generations. 
We saw the main concern in attitudes as an imbalance between human needs and 
materialism. That is to say, our preoccupation with money materialism. 
People without money feel unimportant, useless and feel they are being ex- 
cluded from decision-making. Also peoples’ wants for monetary success often 
l@aves an inabilitty to consider things other than economic goals. We then 
had to consider how values are formed before we can change them. We 

feel they are formed in the home by parents, in schools and by the mass media. 
Therefore, before we can change the value system we must go through these 
institutions. Nowve have some ideas of what some of our goals should be. 

We feel there is a need for an occupation to provide individual satisfaction 
and not just an economic return. An opportunity to reassess values related 
to the work ethic. For example, gross national product is that a realistic 
measure of human progress. 


We then discussed more personal relevant things. One of them is the attrac- 
tion of industry at the expense of people in the area. I am sure we could 
think of a million examples of this as far as oil wells on farmers' property 
is concerned, whole communities of Indians moved because of strip mining, etc. 


Then we discussed growth. Who makes the decisions on this--the people in 
the cities or the people who are going to benefit by growth. We came up 
with two things--growth of Edmonton sucks the life out of rural communities 
and growth in Edmonton squashes the life out of the individuals in the city. 


ads coy pig someetn oh faasqqur ws 1 yse at 
dnyrtirts. oie po ald, to shGti0%, a0? = .2eine veep Ton 

of \ 2 36 hose .cotegers, cons & “cio! «aang 
a ries Foote da tdtpayaro: 16 nas COMERS CLK CP Oises45 ogstay 


9 at te ead ot: sew S09 boboat olquaee int <eeekirmem fe epenw 8 4 osc! bor 
‘AMS 25 tne setronh. Sp ewonls poied, cal fon ta rite oinl Wena tarse shew 
“emni? saSta yud tuts Seo op of palvat——sedsirareies +1)! oye hai betes? Esog 
palas atéec\ .ee6guces: [nsitst To Cfhem £4008 Po i9efiv@ ai «7? r en 
a) 042. shaven elds word i. aenateetow > chug et amare a lormpeanm 
‘wun .carunsne of) fe eboai of? 9 Seta e641 Ted - emaiicw ee \. Mm ot 
Swelt of 440 Gas bite Vilesanilyn hee oes OCT? ayee4g PS W! Gili” “i= @ 
-s3a@ @ee gnilud See dace orbeg bSea @* eel! caw oe : Co 
a24 On 42m! mo! eved GF PAlum of: of Sole ‘ed? 4 “rahe ntl ‘Se, Bonet ? a) 
mites vie Ipind ais rot lear ef Go? ples 1 oF 20 fs; a 
ao¢el ic niisgesbioes @nn onla wd wade SOU srg vas reer. Faas a 
TOL Treaig Gy (vee < M 
Zin.e24 cemft .vmidevovs Gr elalein “of IY me o-—iee Ce irl @ 


bas. Winreeo ery to wetenecor ons ce sid ce CRBROPwre al Vhs Gh eens A 
aii tf seoneelcwn? Jiemieve!? «6 g@ieiuir eae al] Ws gies TOS Bu se5t og 
©? gulag al {@ieaeghvue oT «parr oon Ge Lite walle) Vesa )2 TR 
WHolteyerese e=vielr Se yetowees wom Soe We etied-lieu wit soften i -e 
best GAean Temi Ame ectaiedet: mi 26 @69071998 of reese 8 at @ D 
n° fedsearen Yates fiiv sw ilegwoces yy Gye ¢ghe Of af 205P «aes | 
~ay oc ted_oo) Yoriofost fa» seelony , MAtIOIIW lee. yw ifediis «) (mM 
rit 5. Gama SPanew sel efi *aette1 iain yea ig ee ms Lemire 
rar a ‘Mut > QUyACee tars Ee TO pees a0 temas bo? Cb /liaines Mw ai 


S Guilt @gaait tan o¢ gatet cre es tetas oe Lahm 6c al 
» bens een akg vib fie. winentes od pagnaredis rd ene @) ai honws 11.6 fered fei 
7 eee oy teen on qacsYyr ue fav 20 wae ag «wv «ici qh eo: at 


yey otetm Oo. 30 ame sutw Ye <eetd Gen au) of ow TJ oes 
<wistes oe! | ahribe, 2? enlsect ae fa wht ars at seis dew =f 
[oh . €9 2teoge ci shiney Ss. 7a oe “Ss 
sisaitees ry dongle wsttp, goleeeee WT vitae Crew wort Os 


* | | RAR Com WH ote gh 


a Cum “Seca, 
: ‘eat: “) Qube’ mas 
Gi - aoe aaa +l 


The cost of productivity versus returns causes bankrupcy of the family 

farmer and small business and a loss of young peoole in the rural area 

due to a lack of opportunities, plight of rural women who want to learn 
some more but do not have the opportunity and a lack of educational op- 
portunities in rural communities. We need to devise mechanisms to in- 

volve youth in community decision-making. 


As far as the city was concerned, pollution of the city environment was 

discussed. The congestion when people are staked eight high all through 

an area. The loss of identity, and a lack of communication. The ugliness 
AS 


of a city and the fact that it seems now that cars are a dominant life form 
in the caer ercsele. 
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EDMONTON PROVINCIAL WORKSHOP 
MAN AND RESOURCES PROGRAM OCTOBER 20,7 2.069227) 1972 


ATTITUDES AND VALUES 
Our group looked at these values that ought to change and asked why are they 
not chaning. The values are not changing because: 
~ we are not personally accountable to the environment for our actions. 


~- there is not enough leadership for the purpose of group work in 
regards to social, economical and political reasons. 


- there is insufficient interactive dialogue in the mass media re- 
garding relevant issues. 


~ by and large we do not accept the other man's activities as useful 
if they are not money producing. 


~-~ we do not counteract the man and the more and better syndrome. 


- we do not avoid the tying of political hands by letting them accept 
support from corporations and individuals. 


—- we do not impose forceful legislation or policing of insults to the 
environment. 


= there is no total disclosure facts relating to the man and) resources 
by government and industry. 


- we do not sufficiently consider values that will provide for a happy 
future for man in Northern Alberta. 
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EDMONTON PPOVINCIAL WORKSHOP 
MAN AND RESOURCES PROGRAM Detchert 20 eis 2291972 


NON-RENEWABLE RESOURCE EXPLOTTATION 


A point which we felt was fairly important was that of ownership. This of 
course has already been discussed. The questions are foreign versus dom- 
estic ownensni pre the: flow wieeash tes theseaminity, the country, or oub of 
the country, the hiring of operating personnel whether in the community or 
out) of the community. Why is itvbeing mined? seit for domestic use? Is 
it going to be processed in the community and exported, or is it going to 
be exported without processing? This is a real waste of resources in an 
economic way for our community. - Is there no demand, or is the demand ar- 
tificial?) Is a6) justi beings teckpiledsomis® therevunnecessary incentives 
to mine it. The methods of mining - are theyaesthetic or non-aesthetic? 
The problem of strip mining or mining exists in beauty areas. The problems 
of erosion, come irom peer! mining. LE dsabeing mined méssily =— oil spills, 
water and air pollution, etc? Human dangers should be considered. A miner 
is a non-renewable resource if he is dead and this has to be considered 
under this heading. 


Research into recycling would decrease the amount of mining. Tar sands of 
course are a special problem. Land use will be discussed later. 


Wildlife is a non-renewable resource. If there has not been adequate 
planning for life space certain animals become extinct. In general, we 
have to talk about planning on a short and long term exploitation for max— 
imum benefits to the community, the reason to the country and whether 
present legislation is being used properly. 


We felt we had to lock at job opportunity v.s. pesource development.) We 
thought of problems, not solutions. We had to define goals. One suggestion 
is that we have a complete one year moratorium on all formal education, and 
we take that year to go to the scnools and have discussions on our goals - 
country, quality of life, standard of living, tamily life and job oppor— 
tunities, the population. The population growth is tied to resource devel- 
opment. 


Conservation v.S. preservation. This will be again covered in other things. 
For instance, private ownershin of a certain area preserves that land, but 
on the other hand, it is not accessible to the public. Public access 
frequently destroys that land and this is especially true in the Lesser 
Slave Lake camp grounds. You have to compromise and therefore the thing 

is public education to responsibility to maturity. One example is the 
skyline trail in Jasper/Banff. Horses will destroy it. Overuse will 
destroy it. This is tied into population. How perhaps this is a national 
resource or an international resource because it is the'only one in the 
world. You cannot ban everyone from it. Sa, some kind of a compromise has 
to be found. This is realted to the "now" syndrome - we want things now. 
We want economic and aesthetic pleasure now and we are not prepared to 

plan for the future. 
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In regard to mineral rights ownership, initially this is a problem which can 
be found at the source. We brought the people in. We said come in and 
develop our resources. But what if we decrease foreign ownership - we either 
decrease our own standard of living or we have to put up the capital ourselves. 
The real problem is not where the person comes from, it is the absentee 
landlord. He may be in Edmonton, in Toronto or Tokyo. If he is not making 
decisions which are in context with the local conditions, that is the problem, 
not necessarily where he lives. 


Tar sands are a special problem. Water, mud, oil, and heat into the river - 
they are working on this but the public has to help in planning and in watch- 
dogging. Wabamun once again. The problem at Wabamun was a poor planning on 


contract. The gravel is owned by different people than the coal. They 
eannot get rid of the pravel. This is poor planning. 


Citizens concerned about being unable to: voice an opinion about what they 
consider are important problems, is an important issue. Companies almost 
universally deny publicly that a problem is present when it may be quite 
obvious to everybody. So if they will admit the problem is there, you can 
then solve it. Citizen participation is required. 


Human culture is a non-renewable resource. Historic sites are non-renewable. 
We have to get public participation into these non-renewable resources. 
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EDMONTON PROVINCIAL WORKSHOP 
MAN AND RESOURCES PROGRAM DETOBER 20, 21 ho 22, 1972 


POPULATION DISTRIBUTION 


There was a very basic concern about what is happening in the rural area 
ecause it is directly related to what haopens in the urban area. When our 
poor or collapsing farmer moves into your slums, it is a rural problem because 
we need people and the urban centers do not need more people to service. Now 
the rapid distribution of population very much complicates what is happening 
in the City because the City does not have the services. The growth of 
services is not parallel to the growth of population. There is a lag which 
is creating a real problem with the quality of life. 


The following are a number of concerns expressed by Committee members: 


=~ “The rapid aistributionlom population andthe resulting effect? 
- The concentration of people and the quality of life that is resulting. 


—- Optimum size of the cities and the destruction of the environment that 
urban sprawl creates. 


- Lack of facilities in the rural areas because of the lack of population. 


- The increase in pooulation in the urban area at the expense of the rural 
people. Losing young people - the brains of the rural area. 


~- One person expressed concern about the decision-making policies and the 
processes involved in decision making. The people really do not have a 
choice. The economy forces them to move whether or not they want to. 
On the other hand, you have people in the city with a lack of decentral- 
ization of services. There is no other place but the city where their 
job can be done, so they are forced to live the urban life when they may 
want to live rurally. Because we are not decentralized we do not have a 
choice. Both the urban and rural dweller are caught up in a lack of 


choice. 

- One person felt there was a real problem in recognizing the individual 
hangups people have about these problems and getting something done about 
it. If you take your problem to the power structure and grive long 


enough maybe something will be done, but you have to be insistant enough 
and persistent to do it, because if you don't it won't get done. 


~ One member was really concerned about the fact that often the urban dweller 
does not seem to realize that the agricultural community is worthwhile - 
that we need it. You cannot’ survive without food. Somebody nas to be out 
there growing it and you cannot stack farms up like you stack apartment 
blocks. Farming is a worthwhile occupation, but often the attitude of “oh, 
he's just a farmer" is expressed. 


- Decentralization of government services. They want government offices 
spread around a bit. 


- Population growth and optimum size. The pressure on parks and wilderness. 

- One person felt that if the death of some of the rural communities were 
hastened artificially, it might be more humane than letting it drag on and 
Or. 

- The lack of mobility in both the city and rural area concern people. Some 
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EDMONTON PROVINCIAL WORKSHOP 
MAN AND H:SOURCES PROGRAM OCTOBER 20, 21, & 22, 1972 


RENEWABLE RESOURCES 


The first concern was foreign or private ownership of Alberta and Canadian 
lands. We were undecided in some ways about what the problem is and definitely 
decided in others. The problem seemed to be that foreigners enter the country, 
buy land, have someone else run it and just sit back and enjoy the revenues 

from 1t. We felt this was not right. “Foreign people should be able to buy land 
if they plan on staying in the country. There should be laws governing the sale 
of public lands or our green areas. . Private lands should belong to the private 


people. Maybe we should be a little careful where we tread there. 


The next one was public access to vublic resource areas. Does. the public need 
access to lakes that they cannot get into: or can they not afford to travel to 
these areas. Maybe there should be areas around the cities and around different 
country communities where people can go inexpensively to enjoy our natural 
resources. We felt this was one of our most important problems. 


The next problem discussed was water. The exportation of water to the U.S. 

and the planning of dams and reservoirs was treatec as one problem. We were 
completly against the building of some dams such as the Big Horn which was 

built solely for the generation of electrical power. We felt this was a very 
wrong-doing in that natural resources such as the Kootenay Plains were being 
exploited. These dams would maybe have a life span of 50 years and most of the 
electrical energy produced is lost in transportation. For instance, the Chur- 
chill Dam or the dam in Peace River is a long way from Edmonton or some place 

in the United States. Dams can be built and should be built where they stop 
destructive water power. By destructive, I mean, flooding that causes extensive 
damage to our country. We have to decide what we need the dams for. Dams should 
only be built where they are needed and only built after the public. is aware of 
what is going on. The Government should not hide things behind a Board. The 
Government should ask the people for their views even before planning is begun. 


Then we discussed the forest industry - specifically selective cutting v.s. 
clear cutting in tthe forest industry... This owas an important pointuto asia» When 
broken down, it amounted to a lack of enforcement. The Agencies were not 
enforcing legislation, there is bad management and planning. 


Then we discussed domestic livestock grazing in forested areas. For the amount 
that we are getting from each head of cattle, we feel that we get more from 

the recreational value of the land. Wildlife habitat is being destroyed by 
farmers through draining slews etc. This vroblem has to be worked out in co- 
operation with the farmer, the government and the public. 


There is a tendency toward mono-culture (single crop culture). It was found 
to be feasible in some areas but not in others. 
Other points listed in the speaker's: notes were: 

- Waste of resources due to “apparent" abundance. 


- Lack of long term planning. 
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EDMONTON PROVINCIAL WORKSHOP 
MAN AND RESOURCES PROGRAM OCGTOBERS ZO Pe21Ga"22, 1972 


ZONE PLANNING AND LAND USE 


Some of the things I am going to mention have no doubt been heard before and 
will be heard again. 


One of the major areas we discussed was multiple land use. We discovered a 
need for a long term program which includes reclamation of disturbed areas. 
For example, strip mining. There is also a need for seasonal organization - 
birdwatching in the spring, grazing in the summer, and hunting in the fall. 
This takes us into mono-culture again. Because of the lack of a long term 
program, mono-culture is being used. Mono-culture incidentally is the in- 
tensive use of one type of crop. As farms expand and become more intensive 
the little farms cannot compete. This leads to the breakdown of the family 
farm. 


Road allowance. There is a lot of road allowance that is being destroyed by 
misuse of herbicides. Not only should this be discontinued but you could 
have selective cutting which would supply a lot of job opportunities. 


There was concern expressed, both for the preservation and the removal of 
swamps, which leads us to the question of ownership of the swamps. Who has 
the right to destroy or to use the swamos? The question arose as to who is 
the trustee of public land. The problem is that the public is not involved 
in what is rightfully theres. 


The next topic we discussed is needless land clearing, and once again the 
loss of road allowance came up. In a few or rare areas around some of the 
water, there is a lack of semi or natural buffers. 


The next topic was ownership in terms of leases. The first thing mentioned 
was foreign and "absentee" ownership of lands and resources. A major concern 
was the Proctor and Gamble outfit in Grande Prairie. The-people flood into 

a city that is almost totally American run. Then the company moves out and 
what happens to the people? There is no sense of responsibility for a lot of 
the leases. when the dand as turned back iG is often changed and often ruined. 
Ve can only hope for an awareness on the part of industry as to what they are 
doing. 


The next topic was the need of setting aside types of land. It was dis- 
covered that government organizations are really misusing a lot of what is 
left of the natural land. For examole, Cold Lake's bombing range. There is 
a 40 by 60 mile area which is being used inappropriately. Incidentally, the 
lease is up for renewal next year. Also, Suffield was another concern men- 
tioned. 


We had a real debate over what is wilderness and how it should be used. The 
concept definitely has to be defined. We have to know what the land is used 
for. Does it make sense to have "semi-cities" in a park? Is that the 
purpose of a park? Must all parks satisfy recreational needs? The park 
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purposes must be identified. Some parks are over-used and some parks are 
under-used. An example of this is the parks in the intensive agricultural 
areas of Alberta. There is almost no real purpose of the park. In the 
summertime - there is nothing for them to do. In that instance, there is 
a need for recreation. Canoe parks, etc. along the river were suggested. 


Our last topic was the lack of research. This includes the inappropriate 
use of land, better planning, the long term effect of clearing, a great 
lack of research, and the lack of communication. Why don't we have infor- 
mation on what is going on? 
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EDMONTON PROVINCIAL WORKSHOP 
MAN AND RESOURCES PROGRAM OCTOBER 20,02) 6 22,, 


POPULATION 


We decided that rot only was there a need for a redistribution of the 
population but in the future there may be a problem of over-population. 
The points raised were that the build-up of population in the urban 
centers was destroying the quality of life there and that the exodus 
from the country was destroying the quality of life there. A reversal 
of this trend would solve a lot of problems in both places and we 
suggested a couple of fairly drastic solutions. 


One of these was an absolute limit on city size either in terms of land 
area covered or in terms of total population. The other possible solution 
is that there may be a need to implement, in the future, a limit on 

family size. There seems to be some consensus that we will gain control 
of the population problem and that it will stabilize. However, there 

was some concern about whether we could handle the problem of population 
until it does stabilize. 


We discussed the rural population problem. There has been a lot of 

talk this weekend on preserving the family farm as a way of life rather 
than an economic unit. We tried to come up with a different approach 

to this sort of thing because it implies that someone has to economically 
support the family farm. We believe the family farm can be the most 
efficient form of agriculture to engage in. More efficient than a 
corporate farm because the actual producer is working for himself. Any 
of you associated with business, I am sure, have seen direct results 
where a smaller business with more personal contact with the people 

is very often more efficient than the larger corporate type of unit. 


It was believed by certain members of the group that some of the cities 
have already exceeded their optimal size in terms of providing services 
Lor Che peopie thatwiiver tienes “Ghererore, our solutions are going to 
have to be put into effect in the fairly immediate future. 
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EDMONTON PROVINCIAL WORKSHOP 
MAN AND RESOURCES PROGRAM OOO Need omer ag ee oe 


PLANNING AND RESEARCH 


The first point the Committee discussed was recycling-~-specifically a 
project in Calgary called Project Recycle. This was held up as an ex- 
ample of the kinds of pilot programs going on in this area. We discovered 
from this that the research and planning projects that emerge from recycl- 
ing are not so much psychological ones. Many of these techniques are being 
worked out but there is a real question of economic viability of recycling. 
What has to be done artificially and what-is inherent in the market place 
that would make recycling economically useful to the community? When are 
the economic benefits great enough to have this thing done naturally? The 
project in Calgary is being supported by a government grant and is not yet 
self-supporting. This led us to the question of information services. How 
do we know that we are not doing research in an area that is not already 
covered by someone else? How many times do you have to invent the wheel? 
The Research Council of Alberta has been held up as an example here and 

it apparently has quite an extensive program. In fact one of the branches 
is involved solely with dispensing information on these types of issues to 
industry. There is a need to make greater use of this--both this type of 
program and the university research centers. Of course, the researching is 
not good unless you know what you are researching for. 


This brought us to evaluation. There is a need for research techniques to 
determine public benefit. It is hard to determine what is of benefit to 
the” “public” over the Long run. “iseityco the publics: benckire to busild a 
specific plant or industry. On a short term basis that can be determined 
monitarily although maybe not ecologically, but what about the long term? 
It was agreed that we really must try and involve better techniques for 
determining long term public benefits in social and monitary values. 


How do you set the standards? When is it good enough? If it is going to 
cost you two million dollars to lower the parts per million of a particular 
effluent by another one part per million, is it worth the efforts? How 

do you set the standards? How does the Government decide what is a safe 
“level of contamination in a particular problem area? More research needs 
to be done here. One of the signs is that the analytical end of this kind 


of research is ‘improving tremendously. We are getting much better at 
measuring what is goifig into the environment. We need to build a better 
infra-structure to do our own plant design within the Province and within 
Canada. We are still too dependent on outside technology which apparently 


is just inevitable but something worth working toward improving. 


Another question is collecting data. The earth resources satellite is held 

up aS an example of a new source of information. It is apparently tremendously 
difficult to get enough information to really base a decision on. For ex- 
ample, one thing that was mentioned was research into balances of plant 
effluents both air, water and land. You measure everything that is 

dropping into the land and air around you. You discover. that you still 

have not got it all and that some of it is going somewhere else. But to 
capture that last little bit is terribly expensive. I was told a helicopter 
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sampling of the atmosphere just gets beyond the economic level after a 
while. . 


The question of public involvement came up. Avparently in Alberta we are 
relatively unaware and insensitive of these issues compared to say a place 
like California. Of course, the difference is in California things have 
gothen to be “sichserpreblem thar you cannot help put become aware: sSome 
people pointed out that perhaps it is a question that you never learn un- 
less you have burned your fingers. . Perhabs you cannot preach about some- 
thing unless you have repented first, but of course you cannot repent 
unless you have sinned sufficiently. There is a real need for programs 
such as the air club runs in California to raise levels. We have a lot 

of interest groups and active groups such as natural history groups, etc. 
but noerealtqood program of public awareness except perhaps those that 

are coming through the schools. The need for the public to become aware 
of government processes both informal:and formal, political and non- 
political. Non-political meaning through the civil service. People just 
tend not to be aware of the routes they can take to get action on specific 
problems. 


One of the greatest concerns with planning is the fact that the Government 
has not been involving the public enough in planning and once the plans 
are evolved they) tendetorchange. “Thistis unfair to both industry and 
people. For example, the Government zones a certain area of the city and 
people build in good faith. The next day they find out they have a stock- 
yard next door because the Government has rezoned the area. You have got 
to find some way to keep rules consistent. The only answer to this seems 
that we have to be internally vigilant. You have got to be aware that 

you really never solve a problem, you have to work on it all the time. 


There is a need for a new breed of people from the universities who combine 
management, science and a certain degree of intuitive foresight to help 

in these sorts of planning processes. Perhaps the government should in- 
vestigate restructuring programs at the university or setting up interdis- 
ciplinary departments. 
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EDMONTON PROVINCIAL WORKSHOP 
MAN AND RESOURCES PROGRAM COTOBERI2O, ee tak 2 hoe 


POLLUTION 


First we defined the three main type of pollution and then we dealt with the 
different problems. First air pollution. We came to the conclusions that at 
the present time there is inadequate monitoring and quite a few of the methods 
of monitoring are not efficient. Secondly, we discussed automobiles. We came 
to the conclusion of research and a change of attitude is meeded. Another 
problem 1s the aircraft —- the SST, (Super Sonic Transport) —- the problems 
involving the ozone belt, the turbulance disturbing the meteorological factors 
in areas of high air density. Quite a bit of emphasis was placed on the 
public's mental and physical health, which I think a lot of the:air pollution 
should be directed towards. One of the major problems that was discussed for 
Northern Alberta was air inversion and the problems created which are directly 
applicable for Northern Alberta. 


Then we discussed water pollution and how some of the water treatment and 
power plants should be cleaned up. For example, riqht here in Edmonton and 
in Wabamun. There has been dumping of chemicals in the water by water treat- 
ment plants. The dumping of particulates and salt laden snow right here in 
the river in Edmonton in the winter. The inadequate sewage treatment which 
toes into our water in many places was discussed. 


We spoke for just a short time on soil pollution. We mentioned the herbicides 
and insecticides and came to the conclusion that they are not used specifically 
enough and often in an improper manner. Under soil pollution we discussed the 
destruction of public land for exploitation of natural resources. 


A major item which we thought was lacking was research into the effects of 
different degrees of pollution. We decided that Alberta and each individual 
area should set their own standards because the topographically features and 
meteo-ological features are different in each area. The different levels of 
pOollgtioniwril “ave ditGberent eifects in different areas. We decided that 
there should be: more research into alternate sources of power and also long 
term research. We came to the conclusion that a lot of research done by the 
Government is tabled, put into reports and often filed away. Very often con- 
clusions are not worked out or carried out. This leads into consideration of 
the use of all the data which we have available to us. We spoke about the 

long term effects of such things like herbicides and insecticides and thought 
research should be done in the accumulative effects of these particular things. 


In general, we decided planning should be done on a much broader basis and 

much futher into the future. We spoke about the public's realization that they 
will have to pay for the cleanup. One of the methods for cutting the cost of 
products would be to cut excess packaging. Another possibility was qovernment 
concession for cleanup procedures. We spoke of personal pollution. low every~ 
one is involved in it because everyone pollutes. We spoke a great deal about 
legislation’ and) enforcement, tighter controls and. how there should’ be lLegq- 
islation for the people and not just industry. We spoke of the impact of 
technology on pollution - how it is creating a great deal more and’how it created 
a general attitude among the people which is qoing to have to be changed. We 
also spoke about far more emphasis being placed on recycling. 
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SPECTAL INTEREST GROUPS 


‘ POLLUTION 


-air pollution 
—water pollution 
—litter 

~re-cycle 

-solid waste disposal 
—noise pollution 


CONSUMPTION—PRODUCTION & THE GROWTH SYNDROME 


—the role of*INDIVIDUAL 
*CORPORATIONS 
“GOVERNMENTS 
“THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY 


~Reducing G.N.P. (what would really happen) 
~Consumer Education (can the consumer get the chrome taken off?) 


~Production Planning (who creates the need-the corporation or the consumer?) 


TRANSPORTATION 


—private automobiles 

-freeways 

-rapid transit and other alternatives to automobile 
—concept of community 


URBANTZATION 


—implications of urbanization as a trend 
—cities & large communities-— 
“city planning 
*housing 
*land use (recreation) 
“social problems 
*social services & public access to services 


~rural communities— 
*decreased tax base 
*decline in number and quality of services & institutions 


PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 


~issues related to: 
—people getting together with neighbours around environmental concerns 
-people having a means to provide their public servants (legislators, 
civil servants) with information so that policy reflects their 
feelings 
-the ever increasing senior government control over local decision 
making 


-resource allocation, etc. 


HUMAN RESOURCE EXPLOTTATION 


—distribution (rural to urban) 

—importance of outside labor when developing resources 

-secondary vs primary industry (reduce exportation of raw materials) 
—job loss due to mechanization 

~forced reduction of family farms 

—corporation farming 

—trained farm youth often unable to economically carry on farming-must move 
to urban centres 

-unhealthy working conditions 

—insufficient job retraining 

-treatment of native people 


QUALITY OF LIFE 


—quality of services (especially rural) and excessive distances; transportation effects 
-effects of ow physical environment-—confined or congested spaces for living 
causes problems (eg. concern for others) 
~effects of housing choices (apartment vs private dwellings) 
-~inequitable distribution of resources and the benefits of resources (the rich 
get richer and the poor get poorer) at the local & global level 
~mants relationship to nature-—interaction philosophies 
—impact of technoligical change, mass media effects—depersonalization artificial 
& synthetic way of life 
-economic forces & instability force changes in our life style (eg.-depopulation 
is causing the rural life style to disappear) 
-mental environment & stress the pace of life, meaningful jobs, crime, need for 
temporary rest homes or retreats 
-awareness of other views (rural, uban, /young,old) 
-—conflicts in personal ideologies, attitudes, values}: & goals (eg. growth psychology) 
~apathy about our quality of life 
-availability or distribution of education (1-12-post secondary—continuing) 


RESEARCH : PLANNING 


—-research for recycling, disposal & better communication 
-research for effect of pollutants on environment 
—research for effects of industrial expansion 

-need interdisciplenary research & planning 

-planning for land & resource use 

—need broader scope for planning 

-evaluation of impact plans before implementation 

-lack of cost-benefit analysis 

—public involvement at policy level 


GROWTH & DISTRIBUTION OF POPULATION 


rural — urban shift brought on by: 

—declinign farm income forces people out of rural area 
~lack of industrial development (no jobs off farm) 
-rural life style being destroyed by economics of scale 


POPULATION CONTROL & DISTRIBUTION 


—optimum population 

—zero population growth 
-mechanics of population control 
~suburban sprawl 

—international population 
~transient population 

-energy consumption 
-availability of land 


NEED -TO CHANGH ATTITUDES AND VALUES REGARDING PERSONAL 
ACCOUNTABILITY TO THE ENVIRONMENT FOR ONES ACTION 


—economic growth 
*realigation 
“work oriented vs. enjoyment—orientated society 
*jinability to effect change 
*sense of belonging 
-foreigh ownership 
“unavailability of resources vs consumption 
*mass media in the hands of a few people 
“consideration of law, order, regulations & police 
enforcement vs personal freedom-responsibility 


~distribution of secondary & primary industry 
*consideration of the ability of technology to solve problems 
*problems of pollution 
*rights of people dealing with land 
*maintenance of community way of life 


NEED TO IMPROVE COMMUNICATION & CO-OPERATION BETWEEN: 


-people and people 
“minority groups-ethnic, race, etc. 
*concern for fellowman 
*rural and urban 


—people and government 
“individuals want a mature and honest partnership in decisions 
on resource management 


—government (interdepartmental) 
“passing the buck 
*no co-operation between departments 


-~people and civil servants 
tare the wishes of people as presented to the M.L.A. carried out 
by the civil servant? 


-~labor and management 
*strikes vs co-operation 


-access to information-government and industry 
-all levels of government should listen and citizens should be encouraged to speak 


—need to maintain "sense of community" rural & urban 
—collapse of rural services ( no vet, dentist, optometrist, machine agents un- 
efficrent due vo lack of population & vice versa 
—lack of financial stability 
—unequal opportunities in education, recreation services and job opportunity, $ 
—recognition of necessity of agriculture to Canadian economy 'sense of worth! 
—working poor worse off than welfare 
-social isolation 
—transportation 
*distances and cost 
“lack of usable roads 
-research for population distribution needed 
—dehumingation & alienation (industry allows pollution) 
-—growth without necessary facilities (recreational, housing, educational, 
transportation, ete, ) 
—urban sprawl, slums 
~condensation of population resulting in 
*park & wild life destruction 
*social pressures of speeded up society 
“transportation 
“pollution 
—~lack of government control on corporations 
—-optimum population size-family size 
-consumption syndrome 
-impact of technology 


“Formal 
EDUCATION 
*Informal 


Distribution of educational dollar 
Environmental Education 
Rural/urban quality differences so rural miss social facilities 
Other—teaching people to recognize problem 
—outdoor education 
-cultural programs 
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-availability of resource people to rural communities 

~irrelevancy of high school education 

—further education in agriculture & horticulture 

-awareness, man*s impact on his environment—-understanding responsibility 
-reluctance.to sacrifice financial rewards 

-—education re: urbanization-rural/urban personal contact 

—Cenbraligation Of siacliities as. a problem 

—lack of education re: urban environment 

—coordination of information centres, research action groups 

-impact of media on education 

-national pride 

~awareness of needs vs wants 

~classes too large 

-—teachers need further training & in service 

-do not use enough naturalists, biologists, economists as part of the eudcation process 
-education for change of attitude 

-family planning 

-free access to public information | 
-better use of media 


NON-RENEWABLE RaSOURCKE USE & OWNERSHIP 


—-Canada: "drawers of water and hewers of wood forever"? 
—foreign ownership of resources 

—use now-pay later! (oil & gas are limited resources) 
-deterioration of environment by resource extraction operations 
—inefficient use of energy and resources 


DEVELOPMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL ATTITUDES 


-—education 
—contlicitng interests & values 
—personal expectations & responsibilities, etc. 


CULTURE, RECREATION & LEISURE 


Le ia SPE RAN a ITE NTE IOI 


—parks 
*nabional 

*city, town & village 

“provincial 


—-allocation & conservation of wilderness areas 


-restoration of heritage 
*historical sites 
*ethnic cultures 


—wildlife 
“preservation & control measures 


—sport activity distribution 
*sexcessive emphasis on competition 


—leisure time 

distribution of leisure time (continuous weekend?) 
cost considerations 

nei fa elency ? 
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LAND USE PLANNING 
“hunting 
-public access to private land 
*off—road vehicles 
-~reclamation of land-who pays? 
-access to information about land 
-conflicts in allocation 
-foreign ownership 
-who plans? 
-planning criteria 
—access to recreation wilderness & conservation areas-—at what cost? 
(who gets the benefits—who can afford to make use of facilities?) 


POLLUTION 
~industrial -thermal ie algae 


-—destruction of public lands 
—littering 
~impact of technology 
—visual pollution 
—legislation — lack of enforcement 
-excess packaging 
-we have to pay the price 
~research 
—ecosystmes—research 


EFFECT ON ENVIRONMENT & WILDLIFE 


—-limited resources 

—parks overcrowded 

—decentralizgation of industry 

—recreation separate from wilderness 

-needless. land clearing 

-need for a new concept in urban/rural interrelationships 
-need for long term multiple use program 

-should be a preservation of natural areas in urban areas 
—better wildlife management 

-better regulations regarding hunting (poor enforcement) 
—lack of research, inappropriate uses, better planning; allocate specific areas 
—preservation of natural conditions 

-spraying and cutting on road allowances 


LAND USE & ZONING PLANNING 


Privaue acc bupiaic 

Agricultural Land Use- 
“most productive land should be reserved for agriculture 
*need to strive for the complimentary use of wildlife on agricultural 

land eg. wetland drainage 

*livestock grazing on crown lands is at an expense to our wildlife 
*sale of primary agricultural alnds to large corporations 
*disappearance of the family farm 


Resource Development-— 

commerical development 

*toomuch foréign and domestic ownership 

*centralization of industries in large centres which impoverish 
rural economics 
better selection, distribution and use of parks (federal & provincial) 
integrated land uses should be maintained in all parts of Alberta 
meed to develop utility corridors 


LACK OF RECREATION AREAS & FACILITIES 


-preservation of natural areas in urban areas wilderness areas /parks 
—land use to meet all needs 


' 
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survivalist—trailer camping 


“zoning to accommodate or s@€parate—horses, all terrain vehicles, hikers 
*restrictions—power boats, time restrictions on A.T. vehicles 
oe ose of each recreation area-communicating this to individuals 


. Ce 


—access to recreation areas 
—broaden sent um of recreation in rural areas-swimming pool, programming &« leaders 
~more recreational areas—outside of national parks 
—“SELeCtLOn, GCistrivuuion, Geuse of parks 
—co-operative development-federal, provincial, municipal, individual 
-recreation re"commmity wa). of life", sense of belonging 
-government/agencies/service clubs-duplicationfacilities/conflicts priorities 
—hunting-regulations, enforcement/hunting training & conservation 
—preservation of watersheds & river valleys 
-leisure time-need for availability/convenience/easily accessible 

—~need for trained leaders (@etaviby leaders) 

—variety of choice 


RENEWABLE RESOURCE EXPLOITATION 


—better multiple and/or integrated land use need for these renewable resources: 
tend, Lr water, vegetation(grazine & forests), wildlife, human, and tourism 


Ma jor Concerns 

-foreign and/or private ownership: Jack of canadian control 
—public access to natural resources 

—export of water to U.S.A. 

—major dams and water diversions 

-selective vs clearance of forestry-(effects on watersheds & wildlife etc.) 
—~domestic livestock grazing on forested public lands 

—proper management & protection of wildlife and its habitat 
—tendency toward monoculture in forestry & agriculture 
—waste of resourced due to "apparent abundance" 

-lack of long term planning 
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SUMMARY OF PRIORITIES AND IDEAS FROM 
COMMUNITY-WIDE WORKSHOPS AT CASTOR AND CORONATION : 
Aprid ly = 18, 1972 


The following sections are included in the summary: 


Taber Focus - Man and Resources 
~ Castor-Coronation Workshop 


ate Summary of Meetings 
ei List ol Priorities 
4, Discussion of Priorities 
- Expressed Concerns 
- Suggested Ideas tor Improvement 
2 Planning Group 


SECTION ONE: Focus 


The principal focus of the Man and Resources workshops,was to give people 
an opportunity to express freely among themselves some of the concerns they 
have with the quality of life in their community today; what forces have 
caused some of the present imbalances, and what is needed for future planning 
and solutions? 


Community concerns about the social, physical and economic quality of the 
Castor-—Coronation environment, will be passed on to the regional, provincial, 
and national sessions under Man and His Resources, However, as someone suggested 
at the workshop, "there were local problems, and the people have to work them out 
together". 

a 

The following is a summary of discussions to identify, discuss, and explore 
solutions for the concerns and needs of those who "think young" or who are in 
the 15-35 year age bracket. Problems of citizens from county Paintearth were the 
focus, Everyone present was involved in expressing his needs, On Monday evening, 
participants identified concerns about their towns, their environment, and their 
youth, which lead to a review of priorities and a discussion of solutions on 
Tuesday evening. The persons who aided in organizing these sessions, hoped they 
would release the human potential available for improvement of the whole community. 


SECTION TWO? Summary of Meeting 


1. Leader's Meeting - March 20; Coronation (32 people) 
2. Planning Meeting - March 28; Castor ( 6 people) 
3, Gus Winter High School(prades 10-12), April 183 Castor (about 100 students) 
* 4, Community Directions Workshop ~ April 17; Coronation (32 people) 
three quarters were from farms; 9 were in the 20 to 35 age group, and O were 
less than 20 years old; remainder were older. 


eee 


Compiled by Ken Stickland.of REDA in phrases taken from tapes and notes made by 
participants, 
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6. Community Directions Workshop - April 18; Castor (51 people) at least half were 


from farms, 20 were less than 20 years old; 10 were between 20 and 36, and the 
remainder were older, 


SECTION THREE: List of Priorities 
By counting the number of times topics were mentioned or by any publicly stated 

priorities, the following order of Castor-Coronation priorities were tabulated. 

The priorities are listed according te the second evening's deliberations. 


Aprishs 177 72 April 18/72 
Topic or Concern Evening Ranking Evening Ranking 
Income problem and cost. price squeeze for 
farmers and small businesses 2 it 
Unsatisfactory quality and variety of 
services (business & social services) i 2 
Too small a population because of poor job 
opportunities and attitudes which encourage 
youth to leave, 3 é) 
Inappropriate educational focus — too much 
emphasis on matriculation and not. enough 
on technical skills and leadership training. 4 4 
Plight of rural women 6 = 
Need for communities to work together more 
effectively but maintain their identities S) 6 
Parents, businessmen and organizations need 
to learn how to more meaningfully involve 
youth in jobs and community problem solving . Z 7 
SECTION FOUR: Discussion of Priorities 
ties Income Problem and CostPrice Squeeze for Farmers and Small Businesses 


A. Concerns and Logic Expressed During Sessions: 


nt ne a ew 


~ Farmers and the farming community need help. The farmer cannot 
afford the price ot labor, It is impossible to compete with welfare 
payments to potential hired men. 


a 


* These sessions were widely publicized locally and open to anyone, 
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- The income problem and the cost price squeeze for agriculture and 
for small businesses 1s a major cause tor the population decline, 
~ If the income problem was solved, other problems would fall into place. 


- There is a need to prevent tarms from becoming too large; yet there is 
also a need to maintain those that are already established, 


~ Income must come from outside if the farm is to survive. 


“ Low volume sales for the small businessmen mean added costs, e.g, 
hrecke hice a Onde 


- As costs go down for larger dealers, they go up for 
the smaller ones, 


~ Big firms are getting bigger, and smaller firms are 
petting smailer, 


~ The viable size of a business may be alright, but 
things are getting out of hand, 


~ Machinery dealers are moving away from the small centers. 
~ The farming community has been left behind. 


~ We should try to keep industries that are already here, Right now, 
the railways are closing down and there is a grain elevator monoploy 


“. Unions are too powerful - the grip of unions and organized eabor. 
have a strong eitfect on the economy, 


- Too much income is spent on liquor, 


ties suggested for improving the Income Problem and Cost~Price Squeeze 


Domestic food prices shculd, increase ~- the amount consumers spend 
-on food is tco lows there is a need for a better balance, 


_ Students should be trained through manpower for tarm work which 
could be done on farms, This would help the farmer at no cost, 


- Welfare payments must be lowered so farmers and other potential 
employers can compete, 


m Retraining programs and greater availability of resource people 
would benefit the community, 


- Farms should be opened for urban tourists. e.g. horse riding. 
This would permit an exchange of ideas, and it would give a job 
to the wives, 


~ Educate the consumer to spend his dollars in the community. Towns 
could specialize in certain businesses and strengthen the economy 
in the area, 
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Farmers need a hard-line policy on Unions. 


Decentralization, or at least, no more centralization. 


II, Unsatisfactory Quality and Variety of Services (both Business and Social Services) 


A. 


Concerns and Lo 


a ee a er roe rea nent 


ressed in Sessions: 


The community has to attract and maintain adequate services. 
There is need for: 


~ more and better medical services (e.g. dentist, optometrist, 
and pharmaceutical) 


~ more prompt drug service 


~ a vet service, clinics, social services, an accountant, and 
a lawyer. 


- less discrepancy in food cost, from center to center. 
~ Lower long distance telephone rates, 


- more rapid transfer of machinery parts and better 
communication for exact parts from large centers. 


People are going rurther away for goods and services, and the volume 
of local sales drop, The cost is also too great to travel distances 
for services. 


Someone suggested that social services should be professionally controlled, 
but another viewpoint is that professional control seems to keep 
services poor. 


Ideas Suggested for Impreving the Quality and Variety of Services: 


et tse telnet AO et 


Tf communities would organize and co-operate on a regional basis, 
they would be more able to attract and maintain adequate services, 


Firms should standardize - this would make it easier to purchase parts. 
(e.g. for machinery) 


Businessmen should specialize, 


If there was more money circulating in the area, more services would 
come in, 


We should try to use credit available in the community (personal credit) 
The rates are lower and there are other benefits, 
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Welfare recipients and youth need better counselling. 


Possibly a bursary program could be set up; (e.g. - for vet and 
dentist services), and sponsored by the county, This would mean 
that more professionals in the community would be local young people. 


III. Too Small a Population Because of Poor Job Opportunities and Attitudes which 


A. 
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Encourage Youth to L 
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Concerns and Logic Expressed in Sessions 


i 


a ai ag at a age 


The population is being reduced because of large farms. 


Farmers have to send their wives to work, which deprives others of 
jobs; especially the young people, 


The initial cost of land is too high if ycu have to make a living 


fSromete, 


There is not enough industry in the area to keep men and male youth 
employed, 


Young people do not want to stay on their own farms, but if the 
opportunity came, many would like to move to other farms. "They 
still want to stay with the rural way of life" 

People are putting 4a “squeeze" on local merchants by going farther 
away for goods and services. Because of this, young people cannot 
find part-time work. 


Older, married women are taking away jobs that young people could 
be doing. 


If young people obtain a professional education, there is nothing 
to entice them back. 


Youth need better counselling. Young people have no idea about 
camps and resources available in the community, or even in the 
Larger centers, 


Youth, especially the girls, want to make their own decisions, 
and are moving elsewhere, Many will move, just to get away from 
the community and their parents, 


Young people and families have to travel too far for recreation, 

There is no place to spend money "No Action" Emphasis is on the 

younger youth, (e.g, Teenagers have to go to Alliance to see the 
show they want). 


Children have to spend too much time on the school bus, due to 
the closing ot schools. 
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lost Ideas Suggested to Increase the Population, to Improve the Job Situation, 


Oe nn en me. 


- There is a need to reorganize farm economy to keep youth on the 
farm and to preserve the family farm. 


- Ther should be a "ready-way' to pay farmers so that wives do not 
have to work. This would leave jobs open for others, especially 
the young people. 


- We should consider ways to attract industry to the area, 


- If small industries were locally operated, more youth could be 
employed. 


-~ Job opportunities could be created by developing industry based on 
primary resources. @.@s coal, tourism, 


- Local businesses should be supported, We need to educate local 
people to shop at home. Many people have the idea that it is less 
expensive to shop in Settler, yet Settler residents shop in Red Deer, 


- There is a need for attitudes, activities, organizations, and training 
to encourage, reward, and support youth to remain in the community. 


- Better counselling would help young people to explore resources in 
their community. 


~ The area needs a recreation center, The arena could be used in the 
summer time for tennis, badminton, roller skating, etc, At the 
present time, it is only used for 1 season. 


- A teen club is needed. Dances could be organized; however the high 
costs of bands limits the number of dances, 


=- Young girls could become involved with a babysitting service, possibly in 
a center with the help and advice of a grovernment department. This 
would teach the girls responsibility and provide them with part-time 
employment , 


- A provinical park could be located on the Battle River, which should 
create a few jobs, 
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Inappropriate Educational Focus = Too GED ae on Matriculation and Not 


Enough on Technical and 
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"There is too much emphasis on matriculation" 
aC 


This point was raised sev 


Bs 


vee 


al times when commenting on the topic of education. 
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Concerns and Logic Expressed in Sessions: 


Sin SESS SOIR SE ee SS 


From Grade 9 to Grade 12, students are pushed into matric. Young 
people feel there is no future in professional fields, 


There is net enough leadership training or adult education. 


Students are being "robbed" from one schcol to another. 
(e.g, The new Consort Shop wiil rob Veteran students from going 
to Coronation). 


The financial cost of obtaining a higher education for young farm 
people is too high (especiaily for university), They either have 
to drop out or wait for several years; then apply for Manpower to 
pay you to study. 


University facilities and colleges need to be enlarged because 
not enough young people are accepted into programs. 

Only one team of "best" students in the school is chosen for sports; 
therefore, not everyone can take part and others are left to find 
something else to do. 


een annette tr nen, 


Ideas Suggested to Improve the Education System 


There should be more emphasis on occupational trades, The 
Settler Vocational Scheol 1s a good example of what is needed. 


Young people want mere genuine free choice in school and more 
courses in socioicgy and psycholopy ~- those that deal with 
learning to associate with people, 


Students would like a 40 minute period for "free discussion", 
either with or without teachers. 


More leadership training is needed, particularly with the youth. 
Young people feel that sponsors are necessary te enable them to go 
to training programs, The Castor Recreation Board has finances to 
sponsor persons fcr leadership courses (but previously the Board 
of Trade always had trouble petting kids to g0). Someone raised 
the question ~ "How many will come and ask?" 


A bursary program could be set up and sponsored by the county, 
This would enable some students to obtain a higher education, 
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~ School sports need better organization to include everybody. 


~ Sports workshops would be helpful to all young people, 


Plight of Rural Women 


Farm women are very concerned about replacing hired men. This point was 
referred to on several occasions, 


ie Concerns and Logic Expressed in Sessions: 


nn SE Cr 


- Rural women are forced to replace hired men or work out. This takes 
away jobs from young people, 


- Farmers' wives are now doing a full time job with no consideration — 
they are second class citizens, 


~ Women's views on "quality of life" are ruined. 
~ Many housewives work because of boredom. 


- Someone suggested that the plight of rural women included the rural 
community as a whole and not simply the farm women. 
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- There should be a ready way to pay farmers so they don't have to sen 
their wives to work. 


~ Housewives could be doing volunteer work, to reduce boredom. 


Need to Get All Communities to Work-Together Mo. More Effectively and Yet 


er ema ht I ih aN 


Maintain Their Own Identities _ 
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A. Concerns and Logic Expressed in Sessions: 


- Leaders are needed to reorganize the organizations. This would help 
determine what direction activity is going on; right now, there is 
an overlapping of organizations. 


- Training is needed to enable people to take part in their community. 

~ Young people are not involved in groups or organizations, 

-~ There is too much competition between communities. ''People must 
co-operate to survive " There is a need to get all communities 


involved ~- co~operating together more effectively, One person 
suggested that it is a local problem and the people have to work it 
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- Inter-communication between a cross section of the community is 
necessary to understand each other's problems. 


- The closing of schoois has affected community spirit. 


Ideas Suggested to Get Communities to Work Together More Effectively: 


en ee 


- Young people and many adults should attend leadership training 
programs , 


- Workshops and adult stimulation should be set up (intellectual, 
and crafts) 


- Young people should organize themselves into both groups and 
organizations, 


- People with common ccncerns should get together in groups. 


- Joint participation in recreation between communities would 
reduce the competiticn, 


Parents, Businesses and Organizations Needs to Learn — How to More 


ne 


Meaningfully Involve Youth For Jobs and Community Problem Solving 


A. 


Concerns and Logic Expressed in Sessions: 


A generation gap exists between parents and teens. Better 
communications 1s needed, 


- Adults should support the young people. 


~ Youth feel that parents should express a different attitude 
when young people are asking for jobs. They should give the 
young people more of a.chance, 


- Youth are not involved with community problem solving. 


Ideas Suggested tc Help Parents, Businesses and Organizations More 


Meaningfully involye Youth: 
"Invite Youth" to take part in organization; communication 
begins at home, 


- Need for more classes such as work experience programs 
(including working in stores, etc, for credits), and a rural- 
urban student exchange, 


- Adults could improve the relationship between themselves and 
youth by working with them. (e.g. baseball teams) Parents 
should reward and support youth and encourage them to become 
actively involved in taking responsibility, 
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- Youth organize the parents to help them run sports for younger kids. 


WHEEL Resources _ 


The topic of resources was only brought up on one occasion; however there 
was some concern over the water table being depleted by oil companies. 


SECTION FIVE: Planning Group 


Dorothy Anderson ~ Halkirk 
Tom Briggs ~ Coronation 
Glen Campbell ~ Castor 
Dave Clarke _ Castor 
Gladys Creasey ~ Brownfield 
Don Dobson ~ Coronation 
Brian Downey = Castor 
George Ekman - Fleet 
Bryce Woodrow - Castor 


Outside Resource Personnel facilitating these meetings 


Frank Belyea, Department of Environment, Interdepartmental Planning 
Division, 706 Milner Building, Edmonton. 


Ken Stickland, R.E.D.A., 9934 —- 106 Street, Edmonton. 
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SUMMARY OF PRIORITIES AND IDEAS FROM COMMUNITY-WIDE WORKSHOPS , | 


IN THE BARRHEAD AREA 
vue @-7, 1972 


The Following sections are included in the summary: 


lie Focus ~- Man and Resources 
Barrhead Workshop 


2, Summary of Meetings 
3.  Tistret Priorities 


~ Major Concerns in Order of Priority 
- Other Concerns 


be Discussion of Priorities 


- Expressed Concerns 
~ Suggested Alternatives for Meera Concerns 


5. General remarks made by local citizens in one or more sessions. 
6, Summary of discussion with high school students at Fort Assiniboine. 


7. Planning Group 


section! Ones srocus 

The principal focus of the Man and Resources Workshops, was to give people an 
opportunity to express freely among themselves some of the concerns they have with 
the quality of life and general management of resources in their community today. 
What forces have caused some of the present imbalances?; what is needed for future 
planning and action? 


Community concerns about the social, physical, and economic quality of the 
environment in and around Barrhead, will be passed on to the regional, provincial, 
and national sessions under Man and Resources. However, as one person suggested 
at the workshop, "there are local problems which we have to commit ourselves to 
doing something about." 


The following is a summary of discussions to identify, discuss and explore 
solutions for the concerns and needs of citizens from Barrhead and the surrounding 
area, Everyone present was involved in expressing his needs. On Tuesday evening, 
participants identified concerns about their towns, their environment, and their 
youth, which lead to a review of priorities and a discussion of solutions on 
Wednesday evening. The persons who aided in organizing these sessions, hoped they 
would release the human potential available for improvement of the whole community. 


| Compiled by Ken Stickland and Sue McCormack of REDA in phrases taken from tapes 
and notes made by participants. 
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Section Two: Summary of Meetings 


1. Planning Meeting - May 3rd; Barrhead (9 people) 
2, Barrhead High School (grades 10-12), June 6th; (about 100 students) 
3. Fort Assiniboine High School (grades 10-12), June 6th; (20 students) 


4. Community Directions Workshop - June 6th; Barrhead (23 people) about half 
from the country and half from the town, no youth under 20) 


5. Community Directions Workshop - June 7th; Barrhead (33 people) about half 
from the town and half from the country, 6 under 20) 


SEC TICs ou ee Oe rele. 


By counting the number of times topics were mentioned or by any publicly stated 
priorities, the following order of Barrhead priorities were tabulated. The priorities 
in Part I were of major concern, The topics discussed in Part II were all rated 
approximately equal on the priority list. 


2) ee ODT OF ¢Concerm Ranking 
PART I 
Need to Improve awareness of the "larger community" ] 


so as to include Barrhead and county as one big 
community. At the same time re-establish or 
maintain identities for the smaller communities. 


Farm Income low and few job opportunities fa 


Gap between the values the youth have and those 
the parents wished they had 3 


PART IT 
Physical appearance of the town needs improving 


School facilities are not being utilized to their 
fullest by the whole community; yet equipment is 
shared by too many schools. 


* These sessions were widely publicized and open to anyone. 
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Need for long-range planning of communities in order 
to utilize federal and provincial grants. 


People are afraid to take a chance in community projects. 


Wildlife slaughter was discussed but it dia not appear to 
be a concern when all the facts were weighed. 


section .Fours Diseussion of Priorities 


FoR ees Ake MAJCR CONCERNS IN ORDER OF PRIORITIES 


A, Need to improve awareness of the "larger community" so as to. include 


Barrhead and county as one big community. At the same time re-establish 


Or maintain identities for the small communities. 


I ——————————————————————— 


- There remains a distrust between local municipal governments. 


~ There is a lack of communication, understanding, and agreement 
between local representatives on the town and county council. 


1 = Officials are likely reflecting the general lack of co-operation 
and communication that exists between town and country citizens. 
Officials are not to blame; they are only representing the wishes 
of the people. 


- We must broaden our sense of community identity . 


- To the young people, "community" means centers where activity 
takes place; areas where a store is located. 
In the Barrhead area, the young people defind.the community as 
being only Barrhead. 


- Both the farm community and the town community must work taward 
bridging the communication gap. 


- The area of distrust that is felt between townspeople and farm 
people stems from different living habits and different social values. 


~ There is no love lost between Barrhead and the surrounding communities 
(based on old school areas) 


- The strong sense of community held in small centers is not necessarily 
good or bad, 
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- Smaller places are fighting for an identity. 


- We must recognize that there are probably areas where the small local 
community idea is necessary, One impossibility of a total, larger 
community idea is that in some cases, it is just too many miles, 
and the travel time is impossible. 


e.g. ~ It is impossible for farmers to participate in community 
activity if everything is located in one spot. 


e.g. - School kids cannot take part in extra curricular activities. 


- Small communities are unwilling to co-operate with neighbouring 
communities. They are interested only in the welfare of their own area. 


-~ This includes recreation 

- In emergencies small communities will tighten up, they 
will not allow others to help them and they refuse to 
help others. 


- Centralization has killed social values and the identity a child 
feels for himself, 


- The development of individualism with the massiveness of schools is 
impossible, Bringing Fort Assinboine students to Barrhead is out} 


- Withdrawing the postal services has hindered the development, or 
even set-back the small or rural community. 


~ Institutional boundaries have set back the development of certain areas 
(e.g. Fort Assinboine and area) 


- In recreation, the emphasis 15 on winning. This cuts out many people 
and creates a division, The people that are qualified for the "win" 
approach are only the top few. 


- There is too much professionalism in sports. There is no longer 
fair play, sportsmanship, etc, This divides the larger community 
and it reduces the time that facilities are available for local people. 


- Players are drawn from Edmonton to build teams to be in a winning 
position, as compared to local talent. This means that kids are 
at home watching teams bring in imports. 


Ideas suggested for improving and increasing the awareness of the larger 


community, fad Gane reer tablishing _ or wr Maintaining identities f dere “the: 
smaller communities. 


Ne ne ne ttt nt 


- Local representatives on the town and county council of local 
governments need to continue getting together and mutually discuss 
planning. We have to accept responsibility for all concerns, and 
there has to be a joint consultation between the two. 
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- The community should develop a "Community Awareness Program" 


- This public awareness program should be undertaken by the local 
Chamber of Commerce. 


- We need to develop a better feeling of "community spirit" (the community 


being taken as a whole). This should be initiated by the local levels 
of government. 


- Employers should generate a town spirit in their employees. 
(e.g. Parking behind the businesses - street parking in the 
town of Barrhead should be made available to customers Firsts 
- Programs should be developed that help decentralization. 


- We must consciously develop activity that crosses organizational lines 
that now exist. 


~ Recreation should be deliberately set up to cross 
these lines, The best sport for mixing is curling. 
This intermingles the farm people with the town people. 
-~ There should tea community hall for everyone to use. 


- Progressive decentralization must be undertaken immediately with 
regard to schools to: 


- Give our students their own identity 


- Help increase the amount of personal and individual attention. 


Farm Income Low and Few Job Opportunities 


ey Concerns and Logic Expressed During Sessions 


- The profit margin is too narrow in local farming. 


- We need programsto encourage and train farm sons So that they will 
return to the farm, proud to be farmers. 


- There is a lack of town services (especially for farmers) particularly 
at peak times of the year; for instance holidays, weekends. 


e.g. - Parts policy at peak times 


- There ig a need for increased veterinary services; and 
more machinery dealers, 


- Smaller businesses are being squeezed out by larger concerns, 
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Most of the young people are going to the city to find jobs because there are 


none available in Barrhead. 

Young people with enthusiasm don't have the spirit to buck the 
establishment. They just take NO for an answer. You have to be a 
little bit the other way if you really want to get something 

Money should be kept in the town and there needs to be ways to do this, 


People go to Westlock to buy goods and some Westlock people come here, 
It's hard to say what effect this has on local businesses. 


There needs to be a change in attitude between country and town 
Officials in order to attract industry, tourism, etc. to the community. 


Tourism has been badly overlooked in our community. 


Ideas Suggested for Improving Farm Income and Job Opportunities 


A Canada Manpower experiment during the winter would help to make more 
efficient farmers, Mechanization reduces farm labor but it also decreases 
the town and country population. A way of life is being threatened. 


Apprenticeship on neighbour's farms would help to encourage and train 
young people to return to the farm. 


Individual businessmen and farmers who make their money in the farming 
business could re-invest it in the young farmer; it is very difficult 
for a young man to buy land and machinery and make a go of it, 


We should organize a "task force" of local volunteer farmers to take over 
an operation while the farmer takes his holidays. 


The farmer could make additional income by setting up small cabins on his 
land to be used by city people who would like to spend time on farms 

and in the bush. This would not only increase his income but also 

that of the small businessmen, 


Could local businesses invest in helping local youth get started. 


Health care facilities could be expanded providing job opportunities 
in our community, 


The Chamber of Commerce should work together to promote a unified area 
promotion program, 


Youth should be encouraged and used as Guides to show tourists our area, 
This would promote the area and give the youth an income, 
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C. Gap Between the Values the Youth Have and Those the Parents Wished They Had _ 


ie Concerns and Logic Expressed During Sessions 


There 1s a lack of communication between the generations; however 
trends seem to be reversing. 


Television has established certain trends, (e.g. loss of compassion). 
Censorship should work toward better quality instead of being a 
negative approach to guiding an individual, 

Parent ~ teacher communication is very poor. 


The pressure in school is too great, 


2 Ideas Suggested For Improving the Gap Between the Values the Youth Have 


a nn a a 


and Those the Parents Wished They Had 


ee 


Respect could be gained in schools by better standards in regard to 
rules and teachers. 


e.g. Rules for dress are far too lax. The only qualifying factor 
1s that you must wear shoes, 


Standards of respect should apply from elementary up and should include 
respect with other students as well as with teachers. 


More money should be spent on education and recreation and less on 
problems of delinquency and crime. 
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A, The Physical Appearance of the Town Needs Improving 


iy Concern and Logic Expressed During Sessions: 


Buildings are too drab, particularly in the main street. 
There are two eyesores in Barrhead 

- the car graveyard 

- the dump 
(These two areas really need cleaning up!) 


A large amount of money has been spent on the arena, yet the road 
leading to it is in poor condition. 
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2. _ Ideas Suggested to Improve the Physical Appearance of the Town 


~ We need a "clean-up and dressing" program to include painting the 
buildings; cleaning up the garbage, and establishing an auto- 
wrecker, 


- A depot for parts could be established in town, but salvage should be 
kept well away from the town. 


~ A government by-law concerning "clean-up" would compel people to 
clean-up. However, it 1s felt that no penalties or added taxation 
Should be connected as an incentive for improvement. 
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Community; Yet Equipment is Shared By Too Many Schools 


ia Concerns and Logic Expressed During Sessions: 


- The teachers union restricts the quality of teachers. It does not 
allow for the quality of the teachers to be analyzed. 


- If parents were behind the schools, things would be better. 


- Schools are not utilized to their fullest potential, especially in 
the summer and after school. 


~ Facilities should be open longer hours. 


- There is inadequate recreation and school equipment in outlying areas. 
School equipment is transported and shared with other schools who do 
not have their own, which has an overall effect: Each school does 
not get enough time with the equipment. 


e.g. ~ Track and Field equipment 
- Baseball equipment 


- Generally, there should be more recreation in the area. 


2. Ideas Suggested to Improve and Increase the Use of School Facilities and 
Equipment _ 


j 
t 


- Schools should be open for availability of anybody who would like to play 
basketball, study in the library, etc. 


- Town resources should be used more fully. e.g. roller skating in 
the arena, during summer, 
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- Soap box derbies; go-carts; and hot-rod racing could be organized for 
more recreation, 


- With the added use of facilities, there would be a need for activities 
to be supervised and this would create a job for someone. In some cases, 
there might also be a need for someone to teach recreation programs. 


Need For Long-Range Planning of Community Groups in Order To Utilize Fe Federal 


and Provincial Grants. 


ie Concerns and Logic Expressed During Session: 


- The average individual does not receive enough information on federal 
and provincial grants. They come and go before we even hear about 
them. The average small farmer or businessman learns about these 
things after it's too fate. 


~ Governments give us certain deadlines which make us decide too suddenly 
and we probably make the wrong decision. 


Lie Ideas Suggested to Increase the Amount of Planning in Order to Utilize 


Federal and Provincial Grants 


- There should be long range community planning which involves groups 
of people. 


- Projects should be researched and developed ahead of time and when 
certain grants are available, these projects will be ready. 


Community Projects 


People are afraid to take a chance and think big on community projects. 


Wildlife Slaughter 


At the planning meeting and on the first evening of the workshop, there 
was concern about wildlife slaughter. After talking with the local fish and 
game people, a citizen reported on the second evening that the area does not 
have this problem. 


There is a regular havest of 500 to 600 moose in the area, and of those, 
11 moose had been killed unlawfully. It has been suggested that the idea of 
"wildlife slaughter" is an “Anti-American thing". 
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section Five: General’ Remarks. 
General Remarks Made by Local Citizens In One or More. Sessions 
- There is a tendency for things to look negative, but we need to express 
a sense of appreciation for what people are doing. 


- Instead of looking at things from a critical standpoint, we are 
simply “adding too" with new kinds of approaches. 


THE FOLLLOWING IS A SUMMARY OF A DISCUSSION WITH 20 HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS AT FORT 
ASSINIBOINE = MEETING - JUNE 6th, FORT ASSINIBOINE SCHOOL (GRADES 10 ~ 12) 


Activity in Fort Assiniboine: 
A. What is Already Here: 
- horserecing twice a year 
- curling in the winter 
~ occasional dances 


- a pool hall is being built 


Be What is Needed: 
- more people 
- swimming pool 
- other recreation 
~ store 


- jobs 


Cs Services and Entertainment: 
- groceries are bought in the Fort 


- farming equipment (fertilizer, concentrates, feed, gas) bought here, 
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farm machinery - purchased in Barrhead or Westlock 
Cars - broughtin Barrhead or Westlock 


We go to Barrhead for haircuts, hair styles, most of our clothes, 
movies, and so on. 


we go to Edmonton from twice a month to twice a year for entertainment, 
shopping or to see relatives. 


the Sturgeon Health nurse visits twice a month. 


The Young People Spent Much Time Discussing Problems Related to the School. The 
Comments are listed Below: 


We would like to see more courses offered here, in areas like business 
education and shop. 


As it is, you have no option; you take what is offered if you want the 
credits, Other courses are only offered by correspondence. 


We are getting a "raw deal" on what's being offered. 

There is no channeling of your abilities or what you want to do. 
Parents are unaware, They just want their kids to go to school; not 
skip classes; and work for them; young people aren't asked how they 
feel. 


Teachers are only qualified to offer special courses once in awhile. 


Students do not trust the school trustee; there is not enough contact 
with them, 


A Large Majority of the Students Said they Would not go to Barrhead for School: 


Kids might not be friendly 
Some feel that drugs is a problem in Barrhead 


If the grade 12's had to go to Barrhead, most of them would quit. The 
bus ride is too long. Kids are unable to take part in extra curricular 
activities after school. "Besides, why change now, it should have 

been 10 years ago." 


We believe in building up the Ft. Assiniboine school; that is, more 
courses; more rooms; more teacher's, etc. 
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- "If the Swan Hill's Kids came here, the schools at the Fort could 
be developed better". They want to go to Barrhead where the greatest 
facilities are. They wouldn't be gaining anything by coming to the Fort". 


-~ "Why don't some of the kids on the other side of the river come to the Fort?" 
Right now there is no bus coming this way. 


Lending of School Equipment, is a Major Concern with the High School Students: 


~ Fort Assiniboine gets about 1% of the use of school equipment, which is 
Suppose to be equally shared. 


- Equipment is fe.g. - pole vault, rubber foam, etc) is lent for short 
periods of time, but they always hear, "When are you going to bring 


OUR equipment back?" "We do not have it long enough to ‘do us any 
good." One student commented that it's hard to say how it should be 
shared. 


- The Fort students use the VIR equipment when they have it, but they 
do not get enough of a chance with it. 


- Once gir! commented that you can't blame Barrhead, they're offering 
what they can. 


section Five: Planning Group 


Clare Anderson — Barrhead 

Rick Craig Barrhead 

Chit ernise Barrhead 

Phil Fluet Meadowview 
William Hegedus Meadowv 1ew 
Gloria Paquette Picardville 
Gary Utas Ft, Assinboine 
Doris Watson Barrhead 

Bill Yule-= Barrhead 


Outside Resource Personnel Facilitating these Meetings: 
Frank Belyea, Department of Environment, Interdepartmental Planning Division, 
706 Milner Building, Edmonton. 


Ken Stickland, Rural Education and Development Association, 9934 - 106-St.. 
Edmonton, | 


Sue McCormack, Rural Education and Development Association, 9934 - 106 St. 
Edmonton, 
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SUMMARY OF PRIORITIES AND IDEAS FROM 
COMMUNITY -WIDE WORKSHOP 
IN THE ROCHESTER AREA 
June 26, 1972 


The following sections are included in the summary: 


5 Focus ~ Man and Resources 
- Rochester Workshop 


2. List of Meetings 
oe EVSt OT ePrioricies 
A, Discussion of Priorities 


5. Local people aiding in organizing the session 


SECTLONYONE = (FOCUS 

The principal focus of the Man and Resources Workshop, was to give people 
an opportunity to express freely among themselves some of the concerns they 
have with the quality of life and general management of resources in their 
community today, What forces have caused some of the present imbalances?; 
what is needed for future planning and action? 


Community concerns about the social, physical, and economic quality of 
the environment in and around Rochester, will be passed on to the regional, 
provincial, and national workshops under Man and Resources. However, there 
are local problems that local people can work out together. 


The following is a summary of discussions aimed directly at identifying 
the concerns and needs of citizens from Rochester and the surrounding area. 
Everyone present was involved in expressing his needs. For the first part 
of the evening, participants identified concerns about their towns, their 
environment, and their youth, Later, a list of priorities was established. 

A comment by one local citizen suggested that "we have identified the problems, 
but we have not really proposed the solutions, and this is more difficult." 

The persons who aided in organizing these sessions hoped they would release 

the human potential available for improvement of the whole community. 


] Compiled by Ken Stickland of REDA in phrases taken from tapes and 
notes made by participants 
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SECTION TWO: LIST OF MEETINGS 


ie Planning meeting ~ May 24; Meeting with Mrs. Faye Chabun; Ken Stickland 


of REDA and Sue McCormack (REDA). 


2. Community Directions Workshop ~ June 26, Rochester; 18 people attended, 


including 13 men and 5 women. 


SECTION THREE: LIST OF PRIORITIES 


The following order of Rochester priorities was tabulated, according to 


group consensus made by local citizens. 


___Topic of Concern 
Rural to Urban Population shift 
Water control problems 


Intergovernmental Co-ordination 
(Federal, Provincial, Local) 


The Need for a revolving fund 
for rural natural gas 


Environmental concerns at the same level 
~ Motor boats on lakes 


- Misuse of private land 
~ Farmer-hunter relations 


SECTION FOUR: DISCUSSION OF PRIORITIES 


I, Rural _to Urban Population Shift 
~ This is caused by: 
a, School] Centralization 


~ Bus costs 


Ranking 
] 
2 


~ Loss of opportunity to participate in extra-curricular activities 
- Loss of home guidance; lack of interest between children, 


parents and local schools. 


~ In order to develop the whole child we must provide them with a 
formal education but just as important is the informal education 


they receive at home, 


~ The drop-out rate is higher when the young people have to go 


to another school, 


= These sessions were widely publicized and open to everyone 
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Centralization of other rural Community Services and Lack of 
Co-operation by the Local Government. 


-~ Machine parts ~ poor quality service from centralized machinery 
dealers in Athabasca, Westlock, and Barrhead, 

- Recreation 

~ Government public services 

~ Elevators 


Lack of any Practical Policy to Establish a Broader Income Base for 
Rural People. 


- Lack of small industry to keep rural people in rural areas 
(particularly the young people), 
Assistance to create viable family farm units. 
e.g. 1. Rural Housing Policy. Families with mixed income 
(farm and non-farm), cannot get money to build a 
house. 


2, There should be money available for those who want 
to put in running water or central heating. 


- Future economists, (Government, etc.) should discuss with farmers 


their wishes to farm and governments should help farmers stay on 
the land and make their own living, rather than move them to the 
city on welfare. 

-~ The use of corrective methods of planning instead of needed 
preventative planning by local communities and government 
ORtictals. 


II, Water Control Problems 


This 


Lack of comprehensive, long range planning to control surface water. 
is the identification of the problem. 


There is too much influence and lack of activity by water resources, 
and excessive influence by private donors.. (e.g. Ducks unlimited). 


e.g. ~ Land is being flooded that: should not be flooded; and 
draining is being done in the fall when tt should be 
drained earlier or not at all. 


Local people do not have enough influence over management of surface 
water, . 


Water resources are using "patchwork" methods and they are falling 
far behind on survey requests, 

A co-ordinated program for surface water control, should be developed, 
As it 1s now, projects are left uncompleted, 
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c, Beavers are being overprotected at the expense of the farmers. 
Some feel that provision should be made to trap beavers and move them 
to areas where people make: their living by trapping. In this area, 
they are a problem. . 


- It was pointed out that right now the water problem does not 
effect everybody, but over the long haul it will. 


III. Intergovernmental Co-ordination. (Federal, Provincial and Local) 


- There exists a definite lack of co-ordination between the 
different departments, and different levels of government. 


- There is a need for better timing of programs to meet the 
practical needs of the rural people. 


e.g. 1. L.I.P. Range Improvement 


2. the local initiatives program last fall ~ the 
urgency of the program caused the federal government 
to hand out money, not considering the local problems 
that it might create. For instance, in road side 
brushing = by the time it was approved, the snow 
was already up to their waists. 


- Many winter projects (under the local initiatives program) 
were a waste of money because they couldn't do the job 
practically under the winter conditions that existed in 
this part of the country. They tend to create more problems 
than they solve, 


IV. The Need for a Revolving Fund for Rural Natural Gas 
- The need for added assistance in setting up and running such a fund. 


- The importance of the availability to all rural people. 


Vs Environmental Concerns at the Same Level 


a. Motor boats on lakes 
~ unsafe for swimming 
- overcrowding the small lakes 
- loss of fishing privileges because of larger motor boats. 
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b. Misuse of private land 

- by oi] companies 

- pollution left behind 
c, Farmer-Hunter relations 


- misuse of privileges by foreign hunters 


SECTION V: LOCAL PEOPLE AIDING IN ORGANIZING THE SESSION: 


Mrs. Faye Chabun Box 84, Rochester 
Mr. Allan Gerlach Box 85, Rochester 


Outside Resource Personnel Facilitating these Meetings: 
Frank Belyea, Department of Environment, 
Interdepartmental Planning Division, 
706 Milner Building, Edmonton 


Ken Stickland, Rural Education & Development Association 
9934 - 106 Street, Edmonton 
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SUMMARY OF PRIORITIES AND IDEAS FROM 
MAN AND RESOURCES PROGRAM WORKSHOP 
IN THE PONOKA AREA ¢4) 


JUIy U73 1972 


The following sections are included in the summary: 


1. Focus - Man and Resources 
- Ponoka Workshop 


2. Summary of Meetings 
3. LISt or Priorities 


4. Discussion of Priorities 
- Expressed concerns 
- Suggested alternatives for meeting concerns 


5. Planning Group 


6. Persons Nominated for Regional Workshop 


SEC ELON CONE ar CUS; 


The principal focus of the Man and Resources Workshop, was to give people 
an opportunity to express freely among themselves some of the concerns they have 
with the quality of life and general management of resources in their community 
today. What forces have caused some of the present imbalances? What is needed 
for future planning and solutions? 


Community concerns about the social, physical, and economic quality of the 
environment in and around Ponoka, will be passed on to the regional, provincial, 
and national sessions under Man and Resources. However, there are problems that 
local people can work out together. 


The following is a summary of discussions to identify, discuss and explore 
solutions for the concerns and needs of citizens from Ponoka and the surrounding 
area. Everyone present was involved in expressing his needs. For the first j 
part of the evening, participants identified concerns about their towns, their 
environment, and their youth. Later, a list of priorities was established. 

The persons who aided in organizing these sessions hoped they would release the 
human potential available for improvement of the whole community. 


1 Compiled by Ken Stickland and Sue McCormack of REDA in phrases taken from 
tapes arid notes made by participants 
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SECTION TWO: LIST OF MEETINGS 
1. Planning meeting - May 23; Ponoka County Office (5 people). 
2. Planning meeting - June 21, Ponoka Town Hall (10 people). 
* 3. Community Directions Workshop - July 17; Ponoka (28 people), 3 youth less 


than 20 years old; three-quarters of the people were from the town of 
Ponoka with one-quarter from the Surrounding county. 


SECTION THREE: LIST OF PRIORITIES 


By counting the number of times topics were mentioned or by any publicly- 
stated priorities, the following order of Ponoka priorities was tabulated: 


Opie. 01) Concer. « Ranking 
Better Communications 1 
Income and Jobs 2 
Social Services 3 
Town Services 4 
Recreation Concerns 5 
Competition in Sports 6 
Use of School Facilities 7 


I. Better Communications 
A, Concerns and Logic Expressed During Sessions 


~ There is a lack of communication in all phases of our community and 
work. 

- There is very little interaction between the people who live and work 
at the hospital and those who live and work in the town of Ponoka. 

- There is also very little interaction between the residents of 
Hobbema and those in Ponoka and Wetaskiwin. "We don't mind if they 
come to town and buy goods or beer, but we won't socialize with 
them. 

- Lack of communication in terms of Social Action. 


%* These sessions were widely publicized and open to anyone 
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- There is a need for greater awareness and understanding of 


mental health. People have to be informed before they can 
understand, 


- What role is Ponoka prepared to play? 


. Ideas suggested for improving the Communications Problem 


- collaboration on services or projects of mutual interest; 


e.g., the road to the hospital. It should be of interest to the 
people from the town who go out and play golf as well as those 
from the hospital who come to town. 

"Hospital Days" (open house), at least two per year. Those from 
the hospital could invite those from the town to see what 
different occupations people have. 

There should be a lot more workshops on community problems. 
There 1s a great conglomeration of socially informed people in 
the town, the hospital and county who are professional (learned) 
people. As it 1s now, they will not get together and discuss 
the problem. "If they got together more at things like this, 

we would have our conimunications." 


II. Income and Jobs 


A, Concerns and Logic Expressed During Sessions 


Ponoka is a place for youth to leave (between the ages of 15 to 

25 years.) Some do not want to stay in cities yet young marrieds 
who return cannot find jobs. Young people who come back to the 
community with an education also find it difficult to find a job. 
Why subsidize primary industry? 

Primary industry uses resources rather than people and there are 
not many jobs available. Canada needs secondary industry (this 
involves more people.) 

Inequality between productive systems that we are living in today; 
e.g., the farmer receives (X) number of dollars per bushel, which 
in turn is only the minimum necessary for him to obtain the same 
profit ratio if he were in another form of business. 

There is a huge discrepancy between production and consumption. 
There 1S a great opening for jobs in tourism and promotion of 
tourism. 

In the future, Alberta Hospital at Ponoka should be a research 

and training hospital! rather than a geriatric or custodial type of 
hospital. 

The fevel of salaries of civil servants dictates the level of 
living in Ponoka. It is a 30-day town and it will remain so until 
civil servants are paid twice a month with a decent salary. We do 
not feel that the civil service as paid a good salary. 

The life-blood of the town is the amount of money that is coming 
into it, and it comes from 3 places: 


a) grain elevators 
b) cattle shipped out of here 
(c) Hospital payroll 
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- Town has a limited amount of growth. We are hemmed in by 
Wetaskiwin on the North; by Lacombeon the South; by Rimbey on 
the West; and by Bashaw on the East. The only way the town is 
going to grow is by bringing something into it that will ship 
something out in greater volume. 


- Capital finance is the responsibility of the individual. The 
federal government will give large concessions to large industry 
(like the pulp mil} at Hinton and Imperial O11 at Redwater) but 
they are not helptul when a Service 1s required here. Often a 
person will have to supply his own money. 


- Transportation costs to industrial goods are too high. 

- Our only transportation is the railroad, and if we produce 
products in Western Canada, the cost of shipping and selling in 
Eastern Canada is too great. The same is true if we wanted 
products from Eastern Canada. 

- The federal policy on imports and industry allows any country to 
come in and develop industry. 

- Canada is the only country that allows companies to import and 
use our markets and set costs that make products higher than in 
their own country. 


e.g. - American products to Japan are sold at a 
lower price than in the United States, but 
the reverse 1S true with products coming 
into Canada. 


B. Ideas Suggested for Improving the Problem of Income and Jobs. 


- Any governinent assistance to businesses should be to secondary and 
service industry, and not to primary industry. 

- If the hospital were a teaching and research hospital it would 
produce more jobs, more jobs would produce more people, and more 
people would keep or attract a good range of services to Ponoka. 

- Money gets money. If the civil servants were paid more, they 
would spend more in the town. This would make the town's people 
happier and they would pay their clerks more per month. 

- We can bring something into Ponoka in’ one of two ways: 


(a) recreation 

(b) industry - have to set up some type of Industrial 
Board. It might possibly operate best under 
council as a@ perifanent organization (not specified 
a town or county council.) 


- Imports and industry should only be allowed in Canada on a 
restricted basis and they should be required to hire mostly 
Canadians. 
III. Social Services. 
A. Concerns and Logic Expressed During Sessions 


- Ponoka is sadly lacking in welfare officers. Government has 
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IV. 


VY. & VI. 


established them in Wetaskiwin and Red Deer but there are enough 
very needy people in Wetaskiwin that the welfare officer cannot 
get to Ponoka as often as he should. 


- Lack of Preventative Social Service in Ponoka and area. This is 
the responsibility of local municipalities, and not the provincial 
government. It was aiso pointed out that there is a difference 
between Preventative Social Services and Health and Social 
Deve lopment. 

- Preventative Social Services are concerned primarily as a 
counselling function. 

- Health & Social Development - primary concern is to meet the 
financial needs of those people who reguire It. 

- Alberta is the only province that does not provide funds and 
resources for early education (pre-school). 

- One-parent families need some type of project to involve the 
youth. 


B. Ideas Suggested for Improving Social Services. 


- A committee should be set up to demand that town and county 
councils approach the Department of Health and Social Development 
and demand a welfare office in Ponoka. We feel there are enough 
cases here. 

-~ All of the services to the community should be centralized under 
one roof. This includes out-patient services, social Services, 
welfare services, Wetoka Health Unit, 

- Need for a recognized grant structure for early education. 

Youth from one-parent tamilies could be involved in projects by 
service clubs or relationships could be made with the "Big 
Brother" or "Uncle Ben" approach. 


Town Services 
A. Concerns and Logic Expressed During Sessions. 


- There should be a farm implement service in close proximity to 
the farmer’. 

- Are consumer prices competitive? Farmers are going to nearby 
towns where they can get things a little less expensive. 
There 1S &@ negative attitude among businessmen that could be 
Corrected: 


B. Ideas Suagested for Improving Town Services. 


- Set up an Industrial Development Board, funded by the Town 
Council for the promotion of the town. This would also provide 
competition. 

- Recreation services could be better served if the recreation 
board were elected, 

Recreation Concerns and Competition in Sports 


A. Concerns and Logic Expressed During Sessions. 


- Accommodation be made tor non-competitive and competitive 
participation in sports. 
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- Urban and rural persons shouid have equal opportunity in sports. 

- There is a lack of recreational activities for a particular 
age group (18-27 year olds.) 

- One citizen commented there is no lack of activity or recreation, 
but lack of spontaniety within a person himself to be able to 
come up with something to do. 

~ There is excessive competition in all aspects of life. For 
example: business, social activities, values, life. 

~ There is too mucn pressure. We need more fun and less 
competition. Even at the elementary and junior high school 
level, students are exposed to the pressure of extreme competition. 

- There is a lack of recreational facilities; e.g., campsites and 
park area. . 

- What about raising the level of Gull Lake? A lot of people feel 
that more problems would be created by raising the level and 
diverting water from smali creeks into the Lake, than by having 
the low level in the Jakes. 


B. Ideas Suqgested for Improving Recreation and Competition in Sports. 


-~ Participating sports have increased 75% in the last five years. 
People are tired of being spectators, they want to take part. 
If we had a facility which would allow people to participate 
in sports, then the town would benefit as well as the people. 

- The Junior Forest Wardens 1S one group that involves the younger 
people and more outdoor projects 1S a good thing. 

- Planned youth social activities would help the young people. 

- Develop a park area and campsite on the river. If this were to 
go into effect pollution problems would have to be looked into. 


VII. Use of School Facilities 


It was brought out by several persons, that schools and school 
facilities should be available to all community groups. 


SECTION FIVE: PLANNING GROUP 


Mrs. Alice Gordon ~ Ponoka 

Mr. Steve Phalempin - Ponoka 

Mr. E.H. Hickmore - Ponoka 

Mr. Vern Miller ~ Ponoka 
Mrs. Bernice Luce -~ Crestonere 
Mrs. Betty Matejka - Ponoka 

Mr. Frank Palechek - Usona 

Mr. John Melcher - Mecca-Glen 


Outside Resource Personne] Facilitating These Meetings. 


Frank Belyea - Department of Environment 
Interdepartmental Planning Division 
706 Milner Building, Edmonton. 

Ken Stickland - Rural Education and Development Association 
9934 - 106 Street, Edmonton. 

Sue McCormack - Rural Education and Development Association 
9934 - 106 Street, Edmonton. 
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SECTION SIX: PERSONS NOMINATED FOR THE REGIONAL WORKSHOP 
Ernie Hickmore (aiternate) 
Jim Mark 
George Hartwell 
Bev Hughes 
Nick Kehiman 
Bernice Luce 
Percy Baker 
Sharon Vold 
Susan Wills 
Al Hoskings (possible alternate) 
Vern Milley 
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SUMMARY OF PRIORITIES AND IDEAS 
FROM MAN AND RESOURCES WORKSHOP 
IN THE WESTLOCK AREA ‘!? 
July 20, 1972 


The following sections are included in the summary: 


1. Focus - Man and Resources 
- Westlock Workshop 


2. List of Meetings. 

jy) Simmaky “or Frvorl.ties. 

&. Discussion of Priorities. 
S. solanwing Grown, 


6. Persons Nominated for, Regional Workshop. 


SECTION ONE: FOCUS 


The principal focus of the Man and Resources Workshop, was to give people an 
opportunity to express freely among themselves some of the concerns they have with 
the quality of life and general management of resources in their community today. 
What forces have caused some of the present imbalances? What is needed for future 
planning and solutions? 


Community concerns about the social, physical, and economic quality of the 
environment in and around Westlock will be passed on to the regional, provincial, 
and national sessions under Man and Resources. However, there are problems that 
local people can work out together. 


The following is a summary of discussions to identify, discuss and explore 
solutions for the concerns and needs of citizens from Westlock and the surrounding 
area. Everyone present was involved in expressing his needs. For the first part 
of the day, participants identified concerns about their towns, their environment, 
and their youth, which led to a review of priorities and a sharing of alternatives 
for meeting the problems, whether at a local, regional, provincial, or national 
levels. The persons who aided in organizing these sessions, hoped they would release 
the human potential available for improvement of the whole community. 


SECTION TWO: LIST OF MEETINGS 
1. Planning Meeting - June 19; Westlock M.D. Office (19 people), 


2. Man and Resources Workshop - July 20; Westlock (28 people - about 8 from 
Westlock and 20 from surrounding M.D.; 8 were 
younger than 20, 3 between 20 and 30, with the 
remainder older.) 


ot 


1 Compiled by Ken Stickland and Sue McCormack of REDA in phrases taken from 
tapes and notes made by participants. 
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SECTION THREE: LLIST OF PRIORITIES 


By counting the number of times topics were mentioned or by any publicly- 
stated priorities, the following order of pestteek priorities were tabulated: 


ae Topic or Gencerm | Ranking 
Farm Income sy 
Quality of Life and Recreation ~ 2 
Pollution Concerns 3 
Communications 4 


SECTION FOUR: DISCUSSION OF PRIORITIES 


iL Farm Income 


ere ees 


A. Concerns and Logic Expressed During Sessions. 


- By creating more farm income you're creating more jobs and wealth 
within the area. 

- If farm incomes were larger, or if a larger percentage of income 
was going to farmers, there would be a larger percentage of profit 
coming into the Town of Westlock. If farmers had a little more 
money, they would hire students. 

- The present economics of farming does not keep young people on the 
farm or in rural communities. If they could make a dollar, many 
youth would prefer to stay in small communities. 

- Farmers deal directly on the world market where no other asset in 
this town is dealing on the world market. If the farmer jacks up the 
prices, they import from Australia; this is md& so with doctors, 
lawyers, etc. , 

- More farmers have to be looking for satisfaction with their way of 
life -- supposedly it is better than that of an urban dweller. 
We've come to believe that satisfaction out of a way of life may be 
recreation. 

- There is a need to recognize farming as a profession. Part-time 
farming is increasing, perhaps due to insufficient capital at 
reasonable rates. 


B. Ideas Suggested For Improving Farm Income. 


- Do we always have to think of farm income as crops? The federal and 
provincial governments only have a limited amount of control; locally, 
we could create other sources of farm income; €.g., catering to 
fourism. 

- Catering to tourism is a tremendous source as income. Tourism could 
be Alberta's number one industry and it could be a tremendous source 
of income. Governments are talking about giving more private operators 
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* These sessions were widely publicized and open to anyone, 


Owned & on 1 a 


(Al mae cute Bidris (w@aeli puxesr,ars 1° wel 
t S 

wavy. ie ane itso any iay & i a 1) ie i 

PEI hh) Annan ey Jaga! win lh? 
Gow of)31) A ben evap.) «awa 4 ‘a 

i pe : 7 
ot? HO sil eis pws Mews Sie Mighty #9 opal : a 

Were , (4) 1.90.5) Stee ba, gual’ i | ae 


oelilsmnas iten 
Ab Jeena WI WH Ai he BA+i Oc. B) HH . 7 
a Aspe gpeey Se OY Demi Wan oc : 
“8302098 GOIN Ge cir O74) sayin san om . . 


Lah yaa Deewd, Gdie rm) ay Le, ee oa : “4 


drew “i, ta paint "SAA gwd 
vd _ qual meter nt 


$y bid ee gals 
bene APRs it 
SC 


‘ , 
aL 
—s a 
. * u fire ial : r 

revit them Ce . 
To _ 

a it) Po 
T's Oorwhig Ep | Put 

Sa nn RelA * 00 ' 


income to provide more facilities for tourism; there's no reason why 
farmers, and for that matter, a co-op with a number of farmers, 
couldn't get into it and add to their income, provide employment for 
their kids in the summer, and so on. 

~ In some places people have been able to take a poor piece of land 
which was not worth very much, and turn it into a nice trailer park or 
reereation area. 


Ti, Quality of Life and Recreation 


A. Concerns and Logic Expressed During Session. 


- Everything reverts back to quality of life; whether it's improving your 
recreation, cleaning up your lakes, or stopping pollution; it all comes 
back to quality of life. 

- Over time, our priorities change. Quality of life is more than a 
dollar bill -- we should be looking at a living. 

- Job opportunities in the area are more important than recreation 
because income will easily influence recreation and the quality of 
life. If you do not have the money for recreation, then you just 
haven't got it. In the immediate area there is room for expansion in 
job opportunities, If secondary industry was brought in, the town 
may or may not grow. In the farm field alone there's plenty of room 
for jobs and expansion if you can afford to pay for them (farm income 
comes into this.) 

- When a plant or industry comes into the area, a local businessman 
indicated there is no way you can raise the funds locally to build the 
plant to increase the number of jobs. 

= Thetdrift tothe eLives*ia™a Local) provineial, and tiederal “probiiemt 
People should look at a life-time job as opposed to a casual.or interim 
job. Young people want to know about the variety of jobs available 
in one particular field, not just a general list. 

- We want people (especially the young people) to look at the practicality 
of being versatile. Today, people aren't spending fifty years working 
at one job because things are moving too fast; needs change; and jobs 
change. A person has to look at the possibility of two or three careers 

- Young people should have the opportunity to find out exactly what kind 
of jobs are available. Many of our young people do not know what they 
want to do with their lives because there aren't any more than a half- 
dozen jobs to choose from. There are few with any future. 

- There is need for a lot of short-term casual jobs; everything from 
typing to farming, that could teach a student certain skills, and at 
the same time earn him some pocket money. 

- Older women are taking the jobs away from youth, 

- Thetecis a lack of local monay*for jobs, 


i 
1. 


- We need concerned people in Westlock and the surrounding area to get 
more involved. Myre education and a change of values is important 
so that money is considered of less importance. 


- There are a great number of new people who do not have a Westlock 
SoLtLe. 

- Do we want Westlock to increase in s If a small community is 
going to exist, it has to prove itself for the people to come to it. 
Acreages are very unimportant and not necessary. People who want to 
live in rural areas should move to small towns, adding life to the 
town. 
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Small communities have a serious recreation problem. Mothers are 
bored -- there is nothing for them or the youth to do, 

We need to make our community more attractive both physically and 
culturally in order to attract more people, 

Need for more cooperation and coordination of ideas in communities 
and community spirit. 

Need for notification of funds available to local governments, 
clubs, and organizations, in clarification of what they may be used 
for; what is the best time to go for help; and where do we go to get 
Len 

There has to be control on the lakes. 


Ideas Suesested Eor Improvine the Lite and Recreation. 
8 


There is need for more careers counselling. 

There was a suggestion of a job center site at the local level. 

We need a Development Control Officer to work on new ideas and to 
create new jobs to make Westlock grow. Chamber support is required 
here. 

Club or activities for 20 to 30-year olds would develop spirit in 

Westlock. There is a great diversity of ideas in this group. 
Recreation does not have to be expensive; more people should get 
together as individuals and do things. 

The main issue for the local recreation board is to develop local 
leaders who will develop recreation for the people in the community. 

Do not expect the kids to say, "Here I am, entertain us,"' we have to 
work with organized recreation. "Do by doing." Leadership training 
is necessary. 

Lakes could be controlled by zoning the larger lakes in certain areas; 
e.g., speed boats in one zone and canoes in another. As the lakes 

become controlled and as more people hear about this, then more people 

will come to these lakes. 


Folivtion 


A. 


Concerns and Logic Expressed During Session. 


- Manure is a pollutant only if used in excess. Agriculture is not the 


main contributor of pollution. 
Lakes have been polluted by nitrates and phosphates. Manure does not 
pollute the lakes as exemplified by the local test on manure carried 
out by the Scotts. Strips of manure were applied on snow across the 
middle of fields and marked. Summer growth responses were apparent 


only where the manure was applied -- runoff did not cause other parts 


of the field to respond. Therefore manure does not cause runoff 
pollution in this area. 


- Wastes from cabins at lakes is causing pollution. 


Ideas Suggested for Improving Pollution. 


Need for education on the use of resources to maintain conservation 
in the following areas; 


= soil conservation 
- habitat preservation and the value 
of wildlife for future generations. 
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- weed control. 

- land use (acreages, townsights, pipelines, 
and other non-agricultural uses on 
marginal land.) 

- land to animal ratios; i.e¢., enough land to 
recycle the wastes of animals. This is a way 
to control waste products from livestock. 

- The meeting heard a report on a recently 
ee zoning regulations for the MD and 
area centers as prepared by Service Board 
members and others. 


- Water pollution would be decreased if a strip of trees was left along 
the water courses. This would prevent soil erosion and provide a 
habitat, 

- To preserve the natural habitat along water, government would have 
to buy land from the farmer and try to return the pasturing, etc. 
of this land by running it cooperatively; e.g., community pastures. 

- Stricter rules and regulations should be developed concerning the 
lakes surrounding this area. 


es Communications 
A. Concerns and Logic Expressed During Session. 


- Discussion between the generations -- we have to get together and 
discuss what they (other generations) want; and what they will do 
for us: 


- Will a young person be willing to come into a 
community and work up the ladder or does he want 
to come into a community and take a job which he 

is trained for but which is not available at that 

time. Will he be willing to do something else 
until it becomes available? 


- Young people should be given the opportunity for self-expression, 
or the opporfunity to do things they feel are worthwhile 

- There needs to be communication between the governing bodies 
(not only government) and the general public. | 


- There must be more communication and better 
communication eyes both ways. 

- There is a need for community-wide priorities 
as discussed anda set by meetings such as this. 

- Need for an inventory or list of recreational 
facilities, recreational needs, and the talents 
available in our own area. 


B. Ideas Suggested for Improving Communications 
- Problems between youth and adults are common, and a lot of the 


problems should be looked at by groups and a combination of groups 
of chgriabaabahba age groups. 


- Opportunities for young people. This could be discussed under 
suena communications. This concerns jobs; recreation; social 


activities; and involvement in community concerns. 
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SECTION FLVE: 


SECTION SLX: 


Wayne Forbes 
Carl Muller 
Donna-Faye Brown 
Dorine Scott 
Linda Sutherland 
Brian Stampbach 
Rita Cannard 
Fenner Clark 
Harry Stieger 


PLANNING GROUP 
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Bill McLean 

Herb Plain 

Earl and Esther Brown 
Louis and Simone Piquette 
Werner Frose 

George McMillan 

Mrs. M, Wiese 


Outside Resource Personnel Facilitating the Meetings. 


Frank Belyea = 


Ken Stickland = 


Sue McCormack = 


Doug Ponting 
Wayne Forbes 
Linda Sutherland 
Herb Piain 
Donna-Faye Brown 


Department of Environment 
Interdepartmental Planning Division 
706 Milner Building, Edmonton 


Rural Education and Development Association 
9934 - 106 Street, Edmonton 


Rural Education and Development Association 
9934 - 106 Street, Edmonton 


PERSONS NOMINATED FOR THE REGIONAL WORKSHOP 


Carl Muller 
Brian Stampbach 
Da. Wace 
Kenneth Waight 
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SUMMARY OF PRIORITIES AND IDEAS FROM 


MAN AND RESOURCES PROGRAM WORKSHOP 


IN THE RIMBEY Area (2) 


July 24, July 31, 1972 


The following sections are included in the summary: 


1. Focus ~- Man and Resources 
- Rimbey Workshop 


2. Summary of Meetings. 
ov LIS t OG rrorit tes. 
4, General Remarks Made by Local Citizens. 


5. "Discussion of Priorities 
- Expressed concerns 
- Suggested alternatives for meeting concerns 


6. Outline of Discussion on Crown Land Decisions. 
7. Planning Group. 
8. Persons Nominated for Regional Workshop. 


9. Newspaper Article - "More Rural Youth Needed." 
10. Added Follow-up 


SECTION ONE: FOCUS. 


The principal focus of the Man and Resources Workshop, was to give people 
an opportunity to express freely among themselves some of the concerns they have 
with the quality of life and general management of resources in their community 
today. What forces have caused some of the present imbalances? What is needed 
for future planning and solutions? 


Community concerns about the social, physical, and economic quality of the 
environment in and around Rimbey, will be passed on to the regional, provincial, 
and national sessions under Man and Resources. However, there are problems that 
local people can work out together. 


The following 1s a summary of discussions to identify, discuss and explore 
solutions for the concerns and needs of citizens from Rimbey and the surrounding 
area. Everyone present was involved in expressing his needs. On the first 
Monday, participants identified concerns about their towns, their environment, 
and their youth, which lead to a review of priorities and a discussion of 
solutions on the second Monday. The persons who aided in organizing these ses-— 
sions, hoped they would release the human potential available for improvement 
of the whole community. 


1 Compiled by Ken Stickland and Sue McCormack of REDA in phrases taken from 
tapes and notes made by participants. 
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SECTION TWO: SUMMARY OF MEETINGS 


enc ee eet NS norma 


1. Planning Meeting - June 14; Rimbey High School (19 people - youth 


represented 15 of the 19 persons.) 


2. Planning Meeting - June 21; Rimbey High School (25 people - 11 young 


Oo 
e 


people; i4 adults.) 


Man and Resources Workshop - July 24; Rimbey (35 people) 


4, Man and Resources Workshop - July 31; Rimbey 


SECTION THREE: LIST OF PRIORITIES 


The following order of Rimbey priorities were agreed upon by group 
consensus made by local citizens at the first workshop. Priorities were 
reviewed at the second workshop, but there was no real change in order of 


ranking: 
Topic of Concern Ranking 
Misuse or Waste of the Environment if 


Loss of Youth because of 


Lack of Opportunity 2 
Community Use of School 2 {top focal) priority) 
Unsatisfactory Services ; . 4 


SECTION FOUR: GENERAL REMARKS MADE BY LOCAL CITIZENS 


General remarks made by local citizens in one or more sessions: 


Work as much as is necessary to produce a level of society where people 
can enjoy themselves. , 

Our whole way of thinking is to get bigger and better; to increase the 
Gross National Product; if it's a business, to increase productivity and 
make it larger. Everything has to grow, if it doesn't then something 
is wrong. There's something wrong with this attitude. We produce 
things whether we need them or not. 

We ave so recognized by the great quest for material returns at any 
expense (including the human being.) 

Industrialization is geared to waste. We are a garbage-producing 
society. It's customary to produce garbage in the largest quantity 
possible; to create more jobs; to put more money on the markets so that 
more people will buy more things and create more jobs -- it's a vicious 
coe: 

If more companies were geared to producing quality instead of quantity, 
and useful things instead of junk, then maybe some day we could get to 


* These sessions were widely publicized and open to anyone. 
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this thing cailed "a leisure society." 


SECTION FIVE, SDESCUSS ION OF PRIORITIES 
I, Misuse or Waste of the Environment 
A. Concerns and Logic Expressed During Sessions 


Gull Lake 

- How are we losing the water from the Lake? 

- It 1S more important to find the problem to be remedied than to 
try to add water. Is the water going down because of natural 
processes, has there been a study as to what is happening to the 
water; if there is a study, has it been made public? 

- Water added to the Lake would have to come from the Blindman or 
Saskatchewan Rivers. This water is dirtier than the water 
already in the lake. Chemicals causing weeds to grow faster, 
are also flowing into the Lake. 

- It was mentioned that to use the Blindman River would be a poor 
idea, whether there were funds or not. There should be plenty of 
underground streams that could be used through the use of 
wells. 

- The Lake shore should be cleared before the level of the water is 
raised. 

- It was pointed out that at the turn of the Century, Gull Lake was 
lower than it 7S now, and it came back. 

- Local citizens are unhappy about the existence of the fences 
around the beach areas and cabins at Gull Lake. 


Open-Creek Dam: 


- Tourism vs. Environmentalism, 

- Zoning guidelines or information is required from government for 
clarifying the future of the Open-Creek Dam area. 

~ Should we develop Open-Creek? The general feeling is that the 
area should be left in its natural state. If we keep it small, 
maybe we will have a place to go where we can see what trees look 
like. 


Beaver: 
“The beaver have all been shot or trapped, and once the beaver goes, 
wits dams go. 


Waste: 

- There is a large amount of waste in clearing land, cutting brush, 
piling, and burning. Burning particularly, is a waste of trees 
and a pollution of the air. 

Dumping Grounds: 


- The dumping grounds in rural areas definitely need cleaning up. 


Albay tolek 
There is concern over the effects of the recent tornado and parti- 
cularly with one farmer whose jand and buildings were completely 
ruined. Something might be done to help this man; a benefit was 
one suggestion, 
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I. Misuse or Waste of the Environment (continued) 


By 


Ideas Suggested for Improving the Misuse or Waste of the Environment 


Gull Lake: 


- If the Lake disappears, it would be irreievant to develop the beach. 


If some of the resources being put forward to develop the beach 
were put to more meaningful uses, there might be a lake there to 
develop a beach for, tater. 

- The probiem of fences on the beach area should be looked into by 
legal authorities. A letter wiil be sent to the Parks Branch of 
the Department of Lands and Forests; M.L.A.'s from Ponoka and 
Lacombe; and to the Attorney General -- hopefully, this will answer 
questions concerning the fences. The letter will aiso be published 


Open-Creek Dam: 


- We need representatives to go to the Fish & Game people with regards 
to progress being made in the next few months. The information 
should then be made availabie to the public. Representatives agreed 
to bring to the attention of the Fish & Game people what is 
being talked about. 


Education: 

- Our present style of living has necessitated a need for change with 
fresh aspects in our education, and a new way of thinking. The 
theme should be, "How to Live" with the emphasis on conservation 
of natural resources. 


Dumping Grounds: 


- Interested persons should make themselves heard and contact the 
proper authorities. 


Il. Loss of Youth (Because of Lack of Opportunity 


A, 


Concerns and Logic Expressed During Sessions © 


~ People are our greatest natural resource, but they are forced to 
migrate to larger centers (not always by choice) because of a lack 
Of opportunities available. 

- Youth are leaving -- this seems to be a natural process. The crisis 
is not that youth are leaving because they have to leave in order 
to see what they are missing, but when they get away, there has to 
be something to bring them back to the community. This is what 
Rimbey should be working towards. 

- The family farm 1s disappearing. How do we keep the youth on our 
farms ? 

- People with degrees cannot find jobs in our community, Maybe we 
should think about more trade schools. 

- Jobs are not being treated in Rimbey. Students cannot take over 
a job until somebody resians, and a lot of jobs are being held by 
married women. Is it necessary that both adults in a family work? 

- Automation 1S causing loss of jobs in our community; e.g., when the 
Gas Plant was automated, three families had to leave. 
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- There are lots of jobs that need doing in the community, but there 
are no funds to pay for it. 

- When large industry moves into a smal} center they bring their 
own people with them; therefore, the local people don‘t get the 
jobs anyway; e€.9., Redwater fertilizer plant. 

- If Rimbey did get regional industries, should we expand them or 
keep them small? 

- lf we expand, then Rimbey will get larger, and as a town gets 
larger, the less friendiy and sincere it becomes. 

- There should be something here to bring other people to Rimbey, 
and not just to bring the youth back. 

- Recreational facilities are lacking -- theatres, etc. do not 
operate here, and we do not make use of the resources we do have. 
The reason the theatre was closed was because the young people were 
tearing the seats, throwing eggs, and generally wrecking the place. 
The theatre was a baby-sitting agency for mothers who wanted to go 
shopping. Should it be re-opened? 


B. Ideas Suggested for Improving the Lack of Opportunity 


- Local communities must generate within the community, the concept 
of developing some type of industry to keep the people here. This 
has to be local initiative. 

- We do have an Alberta Opportunities Act, whereby 50 million dollars 
is being allocated to smaller areas,so that small industry can be 
developed in a community to make jobs available. 

- If local people are involved with industry from outside, then it 
has a greater chance of continuing. Also, if local people are 
involved in setting this up, there's a greater chance of local 
people being hired, 

- Should pressure be brought to bear on senior governments regarding 
projects that can be done locally, or should it be done by local 
initiative? wewere always thinking about the need for centralization; 
maybe there should be initiative at the iocal level by various groups. 
Perhaps they can come up with solutions as to what would keep people 
here. . 

- We should try to make Rimbey the center for something new: 


e.g., Dude Ranches - a place where kids could come 
from the city to learn what farms are like. 
Part of a farm could be marked off for the 
public wheve all the safety precautions have 
been taken, 


e.g., If Rimbey were to hold a band or music workshop, 
then youth from the different cities could come 
and jive in town or on’ the farms. By doing 
this, they would also learn something about 
living in the country. 


But to do this, there has to be communication on the other end; the 
city people have to know the opportunity is there before they can 
use it. Perhaps some sort of City-Farm Exchange could be set up; 
this would also give rural youth a chance to learn what city living 
is like. 
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- There should be late night Saturday shopping. Before, when we 


had this, the town was alive, but would the people be interested 
in promoting this? 


- There needs to be projects for the youth -- things that will keep 


them busy: 


e.g., They could gather together old bicycle parts; 
put them back together; and "re-cycle'them: 


e.g., The history of the community could be put 
together. 


Community Use of Schools 


Concerns and Logic Expressed During Sessions 


If schools are built for education, why aren't we using them more; 
e.g., sewing classes, cooking classes, Shop, hunter training. If it 
is in an area of education, why aren't we using the schools twelve 
months of the year, five or six days a week. Other communities are 
doing this, so why can't we? 

Do we need more trade schools? We have the equipment and a lot of 
the instructors right here in Rimbey, but how much use is being made 
of theme Equipment sits idle most of the time. Not only young 
people, but adults could be trained here. 

One of the biggest problems is that people are not aware that this 
is available 

If our schools were an investment in an industrial firm, they would 
be in operation 24 hours per day, but instead the school is only 
used one-half or one-quarter of the time. 

Use of schools is a county problem. If other communities are using 
their schools, whv can't we? Should we write to other areas to 
people involved and ask: what are some of the ramifications of 
involvement; are they using the schools; how are they setting them 
up; do they have broad outiines for the use of the schools (certain 
rules and regulations.) With this information, we could go from 
there. 

Most people have the impression that the community does not use the 
schools, when in fact, they” are used for adult recreation programs 
and adult education. 

The main problem 1s that a janitor has to be there at all times; 
there is a small fee for the janitor and most of the groups are 
complaining because they have to pay this, 

Schools are free to the Canadian Legion for their function at least 
once a year; the Red Cross when they have blood donor clinics; 4-H; 
nominal charge to most non-profit community activities, yet, there 
is still some difficulty in getting these schools for community use. 
There are three restrictions: no political purposes; no religious 
purposes; or no advertising purpose. It means that the school is 
being used for some purposes and not for others. It is probably 
being used more than some people realize. 

There are enough other buildings in the community, that the school 
shouldn't have to be used; e.g., Legion Hall; Community Hall; Scout 
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IV. Unsatisfactory Services 
A. Concerns and Logic Expressed During Session 


- Some people (West of Rimbey) do not realiy beiong to any particular area. 
Their trading area 1s divided between Rocky Mountain House, Eckville, 
Rimbey and Red Deer. This iS quite a distance from any trading area and 
the situation is further complicated by the fact that phone lines come 
from 3 or 4 different areas (Rimbey, Rocky, Eckville, and Bentley). 
People often have to call jong distance to a neighbour who may only 
be three or four miles away. 

- With long distances to travel, roads are not at all good; particularly 
in the winter. 

- There is need for more mental heaith facilities in Rimbey. 

There 1S an attempt to decentralize mental health from the larger centers 
like Oliver and Ponoka out into the communities where it can be dealt 
with at a local jevel. Community involvement is needed for this. What 
can we do in this regard? 

- Do we need rest centers and more social welfare? There is alot of 
pressure and frustration on people. We need more assistance by 
people who have social welfare training. 

- We should use more people in our community to give advice - e.g. Bankers 
for financial advice - Ministers for help with social cases developing 
in our community. 

- Social Welfare is a problem - traditions for people in a family to be on 
welfare. 

- The cost of inSuyance and funerals are both ridiculous. 

- Should the town be closed on Mondays? The farmer has to go long distances 
FOY- parts. 

- There is a need for garbage containers in Rimbey. 


B. Ideas Suggested for Improving Services 


- Long distance calls should stop within short distances. We need one 
central exchange for the area West of Rimbey instead of a combination of 
several exchanges and hence long distance charaes. 

- It was decided to approach the Chamber of Commerce and get their support 
concerning garbage cans for Rimbey; then work through them. 


SECTION SIX: QUTLINE OF DISCUSSION ON CROWN LAND DECISIONS 

The following section iS an outline of the procedure for Crown Land Decisions; 
it was presented by Mr. John Schaikwyk, head of the Land Assignment Branch, 
Department of Lands and Forests. | 


Crown Land Decisions Go Through These Groups 
1. Land assignment committee with members from: 


- Parks Branch ie 
Forestry Branch rf of the Department of Lands 


~ Lands Branch and Forests 
Fish and Wildlife 
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- Dept. of Municipal Affairs 


- Dept. of Environment (Water Resources) 
- Dept. of Agriculture Land Assignment Branch 


2. Coding of a map on physical capabilities, 


3. Mapping of Permissive Use (considering present use) 


4, Public Hearings check public opinion. 


5. Conservation and Utilization Committee recommend land use or combination 


of land uses 


6 


6. Deputy minister of Department of Lands and Forests makes final decision 
on uses of Crown Land, 


SECTION SEVEN: PLANNING GROUP 


Donna Hood 

Pam Algar 
Barbara Palm 
Myron Pearman 
Trixi Carothers 
Holly Bengston 
Earnie Hayden 
Mary McLean 
Maurice Levesque 
Monica Levesque 
Ray Moller 

Doug Malcom 
Marie Carlson 
Bob Coilis 
Alice Tschabold 


Ron Lentz 

Bill MacLean 
Kathy Palm 

Lynn Holmes 
Elsie Frank 

Vi Christianson 
Adeline Nesbitt 
Lea Nesbitt 
Fred Schutz 
Alice Odenbach 
Bill Nesbitt 
Alvin Goetz 
Gary MacKinnon 
George Wyllie 


Outside Resource Personnel Facilitating These Meetings 


Frank Belyea 


June Marshall 


Ken Stickland 


Sue McCormack 


Ross Edwards 


John Schaikwyk 


~ 


Department of Environment 
Interdepartmental Pianning Division 
706 Milner Building, Edmonton 

Youth Services, Box 1239, Lacombe 


Rural Education and Development Association 
9934 - 106 Street, Edmonton 


Rural Education and Development Association 
9934 - 106 Street, Edmonton 


Lands Branch, Department of Lands & Forests, Edmonton 


Land Assignment Branch, Department of Lands & Forests, Edmonton 
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SECTION EIGHT: PERSONS NOMINATED FOR REGIONAL WORKSHOP 


Fred Schutz Bluffton 
Mary McLean Bluffton 
Barbara Palm Bentley 
Rose May Bentley 
George Wyllie Rimbey 
Harry Witt Rimbey 
Joe Diggle Rimbey 
Ray Moller Rimbey 
Stan Quaiffe Rimbey 


SECTION NINE: NEWSPAPER ARTICLE (referred to by Ken Stickland from Western Producer, 
July 20,1972 2p. 36.) 


More Rural Youth Needed 


"Manitoba's Urban-Rural Youth Exchange Program has met with tremendous success 
in the city - so much so that the call has gone out for additional host families in 
rural areas. 


Over 400 urban young people have applied for a farm visit, says Heather Helgason, 
program co-ordinator, and there just aren't enough host families to handle the requests. 


She asks farm families who would like to host a city youth for one week during 
July or August to contact Colleen Normand by writing the Urban-Rural Exchange Program, 
715 Norquay Building, Winnipeg, RSC OP8. 


Miss Helgason says that she would also like to see a "balanced program" with 
as many farm youth visiting the city as city youth visiting rural areas. So far, 
less than 200 young people from rural areas have applied for a one-week visit in the 
Cli. 


In an effort to get more farm youth participating in the program, the deadline 
for applications from farm young people has been extended. 


The purpose of the exchange is to give young people a broader outlook and an 
opportunity to understand both the advantages and problems involved in living in a 
rural area or in a urban community. Besides being an enjoyable holiday, it is 
also an excellent learning experience for a young person." 
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SECTION TEN: ADDED FOLLOW-UP. 


Barbara Palm lead the July 31st workshop in asking various people to follow-up 


ie 


Letter to Attorney General, Lacombe MLA, Ponoka MLA. 
Mrs. Palm and Parks to clarify Gull Lake legal issues 


Inform Fish and Game and recommend they influence the government when 
zoning assignment comes up for the Open Creak area. (RAY MOLLER) 


More Garbage Cans in the Town - approach Rimbey Chamber of 
Commerce. (BOB SCOTT) 


Investigate the possibility of the white school to become a community 
center for art, sewing, bands and debating, etc. (MRS. PALM) 


REDA agreed to inform local people as to follow-up on above four issues. 
The Alberta Rural Development Studies Program from REDA will provide 
some follow-up papers on topics raised in Man and Resources Workshop. 
This program will be outlined in brochures available at the District 
Agriculturists office by November. 
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SUMMARY OF PRIORITIES AND IDEAS 


rrr a etree arn gee een et Meer mee 


July 25, August 1, 1972 


The following sections are included in the summary: 


1. Focus - Man and Resources 
- Athabasca Workshop 
2. Summary of Meetings 
3: Liston Priorities 
4, Discussion of Priorities 
a. Planninie Group 
6. Persons Nominated for Regional Workshop 


SECTION ONE: FOCUS 


The principal focus of the Man and Resources Workshop, was to give 
people an opportunity to express freely among themselves some of the 
concerms they have with the quality of life and general management of 
resources in their community today. What forces have caused some of 
the present imbalances? What is needed for future planning and 
solutions ? 


Community concerns about the social, physical, and economic 
quality of the environment in and around Athabasca will be passed on 
to the regional, provincial, and national sessions under Man and 
Resources. However, there are problems that local people can work 
out together. 


The followine is a summary of discussions to identify, discuss 
and explore solutions for the concerns and needs of citizens from 
Athabasca and the surrounding area. Everyone present was involved in 
expressing his needs. Participants identified concerns about their 
towns, their environment, and their youth, and a list of priorities 
was established. The persons who aided in organizing these sessions, 
hoped they would release the human potential available for improvement 
of the whole community..- ; 


4 Compiled by Ken Stickland and Sue McCormack of REDA in phrases 
taken from tapes and notes made by participants. 
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SECTION TWO: SUMMARY OF MEETINGS 
1. Planning meeting ~ July 6th; County Building, Athabasca (9 people) 


2 Man and Resources Workshop — July 25; Provincial Building Lecture 
Room (30 people - 3 people were from age 20 to 353; 26 people were 
35 and over; 21 people were from the rural area and approximately 
8 people were from town. 


ac Man and Resources Workshop — August 1; Provincial Building 
Lecture Room. 


SECTION THREE: LIST OF PRIORITIES 


en ee nt NR 


The issues coming from the discussion groups were rated by each 
person; an order of priority was then compiled. 


opie, or Concer 0) , Cee eS Ranking 
Loss of young people from farms and towns uF 


Farm development programs and loans are 
needed to help people start farming eee 


Stiffer hunting regulations and better 


Management 3 
Better services and hired help for farmers 4 
Drainage problems and ducks 5 
Noise and roadsidé pollution . . 6 
Centralization of services and decision-making i 
Black flies are reducing returns to Livestock 8 


Lack of forest management which ensures forests 
can renew themselves - 9 


i re ree, 


* These sessions were open to anyone. 
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SECTION FOUR: DISCUSSION OF PRIORITIES 


se Loss of Young People from Farms and Towns 


_ Is there a lack of young people in the country? 
This could be a reason why they are leaving the farm. 


= Lack of recreation for young people. Formerly there was a 
theatre but it has been closed. Young people have to go 
someplace but they don't know where, therefore they end up 
at the lake. Even the Lakes lack attraction’ (due to 
Pollatton) 


- Lack of jobs to attract youth - married women take the 
available jobs. 


- Lack of facilities for young people, particularly the older 
youth - there is nothing to keep them here. 


- We need more facilities in our high schools and Junior high 
schools. 


- Young people are segregated. Anything an adult considers 
recreation, they are barred from. (e.g. bars, pool halls, etc.) 


- Rural housing may contribute to youth leaving. The repayment 
periods on housing is too short 


II. Farm Development Programs and Loans are Needed to Help People 
Start Farming. 
~ Everything is set up for the farmer already in farming 
but there is very little assistance for the Soest who 
wants to go into farming. 


-~ Aid for people starting up farming should be based on 
ability and character rather than equity. 


- How do you judge a person's qualifications for assistance - 
experience? ability? 


- The general idea in giving assistance is to maintain and foster 
a rural way of life. 
-~Small Farms Projects ~ assistance to the small armen 
to live on the farm, raise his family on the farm, but 
also to have a part-time job. 
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- Forced Management - two and a half million feet of 
timber have been recovered in the Calling Lake Area 
from the Federated Co-op. We are going to maintain 
a large part of this land for special permits for 
local residents. 


The Canadian Government is putting out money in millions to 
foreign) countries with Little chance of recovery. in Canada, 
the young farmer who wants to get established, borrows money 
at 1% higher than prime bank rate on land when it only costs 
ts - 14% to administer that loan. This is only helping the 
farmer to get deeper in debt and off the farm faster. If the 
government can give money, interest free to foreign countries, 
why can't they do the same for the farmers in our own country. 


Welfare in the city as an alternative to farming is unacceptable. 


Rural housing may contribute to youth leaving - the repayment 
periods on housing is too snort. 


A city dweller can build a home and have 25 years to pay for 
it; this is not so in the country. Farm improvement loans 

have a limit to the amount you can borrow and the time you have 
to pay them back. 


Speculative Land Buying - there is concern over people from 

out of the area and out of the country, buying agricultural and 
recreational land, and waiting for the value to increase; 
meanwhile their own land is deteriorating. This also prevents 
farmers from expanding. 


III. Stiffer Hunting Regulations and Better Management 


Lackeoftcontrol 1n country regulations. There are too many 
people shooting our upland game. (e.g. partridge) 


We need stricter hunting regulations. 


Mismanagement by Game Warden of Hunter Regulations, allowing 
guides for Americans to slaughter game practically to the point 
of extinction. Guides are given an extra fee of $100.00 if 
they can guarantee a moose. An American who has never seen a 
moose before doesn't know what he looks like, and who does not 
know his ways will get a hundred percentbag limit. People who 
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have lived here and know where they go, and what they do, only 
get a 35% limit. There is something wrong here (e.g. They 


use airplanes, and walkie- talkie) We do not mind Amertcans 
coming in, but they have to hunt like we do: 


- Why do people have guns in their cers at all times of the 
hunting season and year round? This is hard to control if 
they have a license, but they are not suppose to shoot from 
cars. If the hunting season was open for 3 months, it would 
certainly eliminate quite a few problems in poaching and the 
quick meat business. Hunters should definitely not be allowed 
to carry a gun for the other 9 months. Eliminate the temptation 
and you eliminate the problem. 


Better Servicess amd Hived¢lelp fokebarmers 


-  Lackooft skilled help om the farm. 


- Need for better working conditions and benefits and wages 
for farm help; yet farmers cannot pay competitive wages. 


oo There is excessive centralization of services e.g. farm 
machinery, post offices, etc. 


Drainage Problems and Ducks 


- Drainage projects should not be started unless they can be 
finished. 


- Water resources people have been ignoring the rights of the 
individual and the county, regarding reine Projects = poor 
communications. 


-~ There is lack of knowledge regarding Ducks Unlimited. We do 
not know who they are or what they are doing. Do we have any 
control over our own land and what they are doing? More 
information is needed on Ducks Unlimited and other payment 
schemes regarding ducks santuary. 


= The farmer should be paid in an advance agreement for 
maintaining eee 


- Ducks Unlimited has control over our businesses and livelihood. 
without adequately reimbursing us for damage done by ducks. 
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- With the large wild area to the North, is Ducks Unlimited a 
necessary program in this area? Does an easement for Ducks 
Unlimited for development, grant them permission to hunt on 
farmers land, without further permission. 


~- What is the problem with the ducks? Is it that they haven't 
got the places to breed on and raise their young, or is it their 
damaging the grain for the farmers; are there too many? 


- Damage in the fall is the greatest. If the ducks 
decide to move onto one field they will. Things 
have been tried, for example, buying a k to a % 
of barley from farmers near their places. When 
the hunter hunts in other areas and the ducks 
find out there is nobody shooting in a particular 
area, they will move onto this land. We cannot 
control the ducks —- how are we suppose to keep 
them away from these areas. 


- Raising ducks is only’a sporting thing for the purpose of 
the sport. Do we need the amount of ducks in this area? 
There are millions of acres in the swamp lands of Northern 
Alberta; should the ducks be "encouraged" away from the 
settled areas. 


VI Noise and Roadside Pollution 


- Non-returnable bottles are not good. Returnable bottles 
are picked up but non-return ones are left to pollute the 
roadsides. Returnable and non-returnable cans or bottles 
cut feetand tires, all types should be returnable or bio- 
degradable. 


- .If companies put out a standard bottle with.a paper label 
oy cap, perhaps then we could have one depot to handle them all. 
As it is now, you have to run all over town to get rid of 
them and there are some you cannot retum. 


- <Any company dealing in softdrinks regardless if can or bottle; 
if they have a license to sell that product, they should be 
responsible for that container. On a farm, there is alot of 
animal waste; but we don't push it on the roadside or into the 
next farmer's field just because we don't know what to do 
with it. 
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- There is noise pollution in town with particular reference 
to ski-doos, motor bikes, and cars without mufflers. Training 
jets from Cold Lake upset the cattle very much. The result is 
still born calves, They also cause turkeys to get excited and 
run into a corner killing many at a time. 


- The training jets should fly farther north 
where it is unpopulated. A farmer can get 
compensation, but how do they evaluate the loss? 


VII. Centralization of Services and. Decision-Making 


= Centralization of Services leave us out in the cold regarding 
implement dealers, farm machinery, railway services, regular 
and educational consultant services, utilities, hospitals and 
rural postal services. Because of centralization, we are losing 
some community people and increasing the cost of our power. 


~ There hasn't been enough co-ordination among the various levels 
of government on research. 


- Unions have excessive central control over grain movements. 


Vill. Black Flies are Reducing, Returns  toslivestock 
_ This is a serious problem. , Some people have lost alot of 
animals. As yet there is no solution but hopefully we will 


find an answer soon. 


- More research and public knowledge on the black fly is needed. 


Le Lack of Forest Management Which Insures Forests Can Renew Themselves 


- People favor the big operator over: the small one, but the big 
operator has big machinery which takes out alot of trees and 
destroys the whole surroundings. He replants but it takes a long 
time to make a large tree out of a small seed. If people would 
stick with the small operator, they could keep logging every 8 to 
10 years and there would always be a forest. If the stock was up 
to 14 inches and not smaller, perhaps the reforestation would 
come in alot quicker. 


- We would like to see forest areas set aside for the residents. 
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SECTION FIVE: PLANNING GROUP 


Allan Gerlach ~ Rochester 

Ed Loxam - Athabasca 

Alex Krawec - Athabasca 

Stan Zayezierski - Athabasca 
John Matoga ~ Grassland 

Gary Berger - Athabasca 


Outside Resource Personnel Facilitating these Meetings 
Frank Belyea - Department of Environment 
. Interdepartmental Planning Division 
706 Milner Building 
Edmonton, Alberta 


Ken Stickland ~ Rural Education and Development Association 
9934 - 106 Street, Edmonton 


sue McCormack - Rural Education and Development Association 
9934 - 106 Street, Edmonton 


SECTION SIX: PERSONS NOMINATED FOR THE REGIONAL WORKSHOP 
John Krawec 
Andy Polok 
Mrs. Linda Loxam 
Dick Baker 
Mrs. Doreen Richards 
Mrs. John Le Messuieir 
Mrs. Peggy Baker 
Al Richards 
Mrs. Lily Dupiika 
Alex Saley 
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SUMMARY OF PRIORITIES AND IDEAS 
FROM MAN AND RESOURCES PROGRAM 
WORKSHOP IN THE LETHBRIDGE AREA 


Aguete Waeiye 


The following sections are included in the summary: 


ie Focus - Man and Resour 
- Lethbridae Workst 


2. List of Meetings 

oe Summary of Priorities 

4.- Discussion on Priorities 
5. Planning Group 


6. Persons Nominated for Regional Workshop 


SECTION ONE: FOCUS 


The principal focus of the Man and Resources Workshop, was to give people 
an opportunity to express freely among themselves some of the concerns they have 
with the quality of life and general management ef resources in their community 
today. What forces have caused some of tne present imbalances? What is needed 
for future planning and solutions? 


Community concerns about the social, physical, and economic quality of the 
environment in andaround Lethbridge will be passed on to the -regional, provincial, 
and national sesstons under Man and Resources. However, there are problems that 
local people can work out togetner. 


The following is a summary of discussions to identify, discuss and explore 
solutions for the concerns and needs of citizens from Lethbridge and the 
surrounding area. Everyone present was involved in expressing his needs. 


Participants identified concerns about their towns, their environment, and 
their youth; they then snarea alternatives for meeting the problems, whether at 
a local, regional, provincial, or national levels. Participants then individually 
numbered the issues in the order of theiy priorities; tabulation of these 


individual "votes" made up the ranking for the ten concerns. 


The persons who aided in organizing these sessions; hoped they would focus 
the human potential available for the improvement of the whole community. 
i Compiled by Ken Stickland of REDA in phrases taken from tapes and notes made 
by participants 
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SECTION TWO: LIST OF MEETINGS 
1. Planning Meeting - duly 7; Lethbridge (6 people) 


«2. Man and Resources Workshop - August 1; Lethbridge (14 people), about 5 
were from towns and 9 were from the rural areas. 


SECTION THREE: LIST OF PRIORITIES 
_ The issues coming from the discussion groups were rated by each person; an 
order of priority was then compiled. 


Topic of Concern x Ranking 
Need for more local participation in government decision making L 


Need of capital funds and a changed rate system so as to improve 
ivrigation facilities. 


Improvement of communications (both laterally between local groups 
and vertically to power structures). 


Youth and Employment 4 


Need for more effective representation. o) 


SECTION FOUR: DISCUSSION OF PRIORITIES 
The comments and concerns reported from discussion groups about these concerns 
were as follows: 


I. Need for More Local Participation In Government Decision-Making 


- Do we use local contacts (e.g. civil servants) enough? 

- Some special interest pressure groups can Cause highly detrimental 
effects to agriculture (e.g. Diethylstibestrol Regulations) emphasis 
should be on human life. 

- More local participation is needed before decisions and actions are taken. 
Regarding provincial government decision-making (e.g. government 
appointments and switching irrigation between departments.) 


Il. Need of Capital Funds and a C anged Rate System So As_ to Improve Irrigation 


ener ne re een tem ae ee 


Facilities 


Las remem tam er ae et 


- Irrigation groups cannot get an equal chance at government funds 
(e.g. location and incentives) 
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This session was open to anyone. 
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- There is a real need for re-investment in old irrigation districts where 
seepage is a real problem; salts are destroying many acres where drainage 
ditches or cemented intake aitches would have saved them. 

- Fish and Game has a great deal of influence on reservoir levels yet 
farmers pay the damages for seepage and alkallt. 

- Lack of prior consuitation with local people before switching irrigation 
between departments and making appointments. 

- Need of more recognition for irrigation benefits to non-farmers (e.g. 
recreation, towns, etc.) to broaden the distribution of costs of 
irrigation. 


11T, Improvement of Communication 

- Licensing practices in the city tend to be protectionist and keep the 
small town contractor out of the city while the reverse is not true 
FoRmypae areas, 

- Do we use local contacts enough? 

- Local groups must learn to co-operate and compromise with each other 
first, in order to gain the political power to be more effective in 
gaining demands from government and other organizations. 

- Should have more contact between rural areas and governments? 


IV. Youth and Employment 


- Need to discover how to utilize time and energies of youth. Should 
retirement age be lowered to accommodate more jobs for youth? 


- Joint representation is needed regarding combined concerns of 
business farm and community, rural and urban and between government 
departments. 

- Do we use local contacts enough? (e.g. civil servants) 

- More local participation is required prior to government decision-making. 

- Need for more rural mail delivery in this area (this is one of the high 
density rural population areas of the province). 


Other items discussed but not given priority rating were Education and 
T.V. programming. 


SECTION FIVE: PLANNING GROUP. 


ere 


Bill Nicol Kipp 
Ben Loman Picture Butte 
Ken Newton Lethbridge 


Walter Boras Tron Springs 
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Outside Resource Personnel Facilitating These 


Frank Belyea = 


Ken Stickland 
Gerald Schuler and 
Sue McCormack - 


See 


Mee tings 


Department of Environment 
Interdepartmental Planning Division 
706 Milner Builaing 

Edmonton, Alberta 


Rural Education and Development Association 
9934 - 106 Street 
Edmonton, Alberta 


SECTION SIX: PERSONS NOMINATED FOR THE REGIONAL WORKSHOP 


Bill Nicol 
(Mrs.) Irene Perlich 
Alex Chrontk 


Dr. Clarke 
Walter Boras 

Ben Loman 

Ken Newton 
Eugene Wauters 
Richard Papworth 
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SUMMARY OF PRIORITIES AND IDEAS 


FROM MAN AND RESOURCES PROGRAM 


WORKSHOP IN THE MEDICINE HAT AREA 
August 2, 1972 


The following sections are included in the summary: 


i 
° 


Focus - Man and Resources 
~ Medicine Hat Workshop 


2. List of Meetings 
3. Summary of Priorities 


4. Discussion on Priorities - expressed concerns 
- suggested alternatives for meeting concerns 


5. Planning Group 
6. Persons nominated for Regional Workshop 


7. Newspaper Article - "Notice - Foreign Investment Land Study" 


SECTION CONE s sor dpes 


The principal focus of the Man and Resources Workshop, was to give people 
an opportunity to express freely among themselves some of the concerns they have 
with the quality of life and general management of resources in their communi ty 
today. What forces have caused some of the present imbalances? What is needed 
for future planning and solutions? 


Community concerns about the social, physical, and economic quality of the 
environment in and around Medicine Hat will be passed on to the regional, provincial, 
and national sessions under Man and Resources. However, there are problems that 
local people can work out together. 


The following is a summary of discussions to identify, discuss and explore 
solutions for the concerns and needs of citizens from Medicine Hat and the 
surrounding area. Everyone present was involved in expressing his needs. 


Participants identified concerns about their towns, their environment, and 
their youth; they then shared alternatives for meeting the problems, whether at 
a local, regional, provincial, or national levels. Participants then individually 
numbered the issues in the order of their priorities; tabulation of these 
individual "votes" made up the ranking for the ten concerns. 


The persons who aided in organizing these sessions; hoped they would focus 
the human potential available for the improvement of the whole community. 


| Compiled by Ken Stickland of REDA in phrases taken from tapes and notes 
made by participants. 
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SECTION TWO: LIST OF MEETINGS 


1. Planning Meeting - July 19th; Medicine Hat (8 people) 


2. Man and Resources Workshop - August 2; Medicine Hat (42 people - 6 people 
were from age 20 to 30; the rest were older; 
about 95% either lived or carried on business 
outside of Medicine Hat) 


SECTION THREE? "LYST IOF“PRIORPI IES 


The issues coming from the discussion groups were rated by each person; an 
order of priority was then compiled. 


Topic of Concern Ranking 
Improvements of roads and highways ] 
Need of incentives for youth and retirement education 
for the elderly 2 
Changes in the welfare system 3 
Need for added conservation and development of water resources 4 
Need for land use planning for all lands 5 
Need for re-directions for education 6 

Excessive centralization and need for rural deve lopment 7 


Need more time to react with public comment on government 


reports (e.g. Worth Report) 8 
Farm Labor Problem 9 
Land ownership should not be in the hands of government 10 


SECTION FOUR: DISCUSSION OF PRIORITIES 


The comments and concerns reported from discussion groups about these concerns 
were as follows: 


I. Improvements of Road and Highways 


A. Concerns and Logic Expressed during Session: 


- Local roads and highways are unsatisfactory; this is a burning issue 
in the Medicine Hat area. 


This session waS open to anyone. 
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There is a lack of main roads in this area (which probably has the largest 
trading area in the province). 


There was expressed concern that our network of roads was not adequate enough 
for industry to establish in the area. It is the responsibility of the 
government to do something about this. At the moment, there is polarization 
Of industry in Calgary and Edmonton, and there is some starting in Lethbridge, 
but Medicine Hat has to get some of this. Government has to develop a way 

to start it. Better roads in Medicine Hat is one way. Industry that is 
already here, does have trouble with shipping. If you do not have a 
transportation network, industry is not going to be established. In the 

small centers, in many cases, the roads are beyond salvaging. 


We need more tourists; but we need better roads before we'll get more tourists. 


Ideas Suggested for Improving the Roads and Highways: 
Need for co-ordinated efforts (city, LID, county) to get roads 


There should be a greater mutual effort by all concerned groups regarding 
the roads; perhaps we could get together and discuss a priority before 
requests are made. 


Feeder yoads should be paved. It would be cheaper to borrow the money, 
pave the roads, and have the people who use them pay for them over the 
next 20 years. 


Need of Incentives for Youth and Retirement Education for the Elderly 


A, 


Concerns and Logic Expressed During Session: 


There is alot of concern over the loss of young people from rural areas 

to the city. There is no incentive for them to stay in the rural community. 
By going to the city, they displace a city person from a job and this 
contributes to our welfare problem. 


The reason for leaving the farms is because the farms are large and the 
financial investment would be too great to start out. This comes into 
large American Companies coming in and taking over large areas of land - 
this is frowned upon. 


Students are being counselled away from farms. 


Ideas Suggested for Improving Incentives for Youth and Retirement Education 


-In.the future more leisure time is coming and people will have to be educated 


to enjoy their leisure time. e.g. a pre-retirement course 


Youth could be employed in developing more unmotorized trails and shelters 
in Elk Water Park. 


= a a . “san . - 7 a 7 

ol Vieni te Oy iaet 7 img 7 7 di pe 2 oo ir Eats P| 

) " AY = A ca, opera}! a ~v i 
j=; i | | 


\pobaln ae | aris Qe os 
ge cee bt } 
= ca or 3 


704 oa Gs) 
i en 
ee ee 


aq! el iat a Hy 


‘ a iw) ¢ oT n _ 
Rirpaeboatine iat. <9 
¥ aa i Lat , asiAy 
eros tree bi r i “4 ea 
oe | ; , ; 


Dita 


tvs 


Changes in the Welfare System 


A. 


Need for Added Conservation and Developme 


A. 


Concerns and Logic Expressed During Session: 


As a Christian Society we do have a responsibility to help other people 
who do need help, but in this system people immediately start to abuse 
it. Rules are created and somebody has to figure out how to beat them. 
At the same time, some people who deserve assistance are unable to get 
it. (e.g. old age pensioners owning homes). There should be some 

kind of work for this money. It was pointed out by several people that 
this has been tried in various centers, and immediately you run into 
Union problems - you can't have people working for less than Union 
wages or Union members will strike. 


The system is encouraging abuse in alot of cases. As you increase 

the benefits on weifarve, more and more people in the income’ spectra are 
included in this and they drop out of the working society. Rather than 
having pride in accomplishing something, they have pride in beating 

the system. There are instances where we have 4 generations on welfare 
at one time - this is becoming a way of life. The answer is difficult 
but the system needs revising because there's just too much abuse. 


Ideas Suggested for Improving the Welfare System: 


There are two ways of life - some people are working and some are 
living on welfare. People on welfare perhaps need education on 
how to shop; what to do with their money; and the whole gamut 

on TL IGPITIG? 


We also need education on the most constructive use of time. 


nt of Water Resources 


Concerns and Logie Expressed During Session: 


There is no distinguishing factor between pollution and litter. There's 
a band wagon right now called pollution, and everybody is jumping on it 
and their anti-everything. We have a situation in Medicine Hat which 
is unfortunate where some of the labor force in our economy nas 

been laid off because of anti-pollution laws in Alberta. It 15 not 
actually a@ cause of anti-pollution, but one of anti-litter. 


Bottles do not deteriorate and contaminate our atmosphere and soil, 
instead they sit there as a piece of jitter. Two cent deposits are no 
incentive at all to bring back bottles. In today's affluent society 
there has to be much larger economic incentive than 2¢ because it 
means nothing to us. 


Why aren't the same laws applied to tin cars? 
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There is need for public education on insecticides, agricultural 
chemicals, and drugs. In alot of cases the material is already 
there and excessibie to the people. Because we are innovated 

with material of this type, nobody bothers to read it. e.g. Many 
chemicals are being soid without people knowing their uses; they are 
also being sold by unqualified people. 


We have gone through bad drought years and probably will again, but 
the new generation who have not had to go through this will probably 
not know how to manage properly. They have not been taught how to 
manage land and water resources. 


Need for improved understanding and use of water, diversion, and 
drought. The proper use of water is not being made - too much is still 
going into the rivers and ocean . 


Need for more research on weather modication versus the amount going 
into the oceans. 


Too many actions are taken in political expediency rather than planning. 


Governments are passing the buck for taking a survey on the Many Islands 
and Lake Water Diversion Project. The project was proposed over a 

year ago, involving Saskatchewan, Alberta, and the Federal Government. 
So far they have run into a brick wall and we want to know why. We 

have asked the Alberta Government some questions, but all we get is 
indifference and we need to know what the problem is. 


Our government, which has a responsibility to us, is showing indifference. 


Ideas Suggested for Improving the Conservation and for the Development 


of Water Resources 


There is need for a large educational program to be started. (Did 
not get into where it or who should undertake such a program) but 
something has to been done about anti-littering. 


More research and further information is needed concerning drought. 
"Maybe we can make rain out of the clouds?" 


Need For Land-Use-Planning For All Lands 


A. 


There should be long-term Jand use plan made for all of Alberta, or at 
least the southeast part. Recreation is a real problem in Southern 
Alberta, All vecreation areas are over crowded! These areas will become 
slums - they are now, on each and every weekend. Trailers are parked 

two feet from each other, tents are one on top of the other, and its 

not recreation as it was intended to be. People that are going out, 

have to go as early as Thursday to reserve a spot. There is a need 
for further recreation areas. The Medicine Hat Chamber of Commerce 
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has suggested a development for South-Eastern Alberta, but many areas 
should be developed. 


Farmers versus the hunters - Is hunting a privilege or is it a right? 
Alot of people feel it's a privilege in the sense that hunters abuse 
people's property, roads, fences, and cattie that looks like deer. 
Rural residents are becoming more and more hostile towards hunters. 
If hunting was treated as a right, and if people were put through a 
training course before they were allowed to go out and hunt, or if the 
number of hunters was limited, perhaps then we could do alot better 
(as far as the rural residents are concerned. ) 


The problem of skidoos and all terrain vehicles was brought up and 
again, is it a right or a privilege to have access to all the country? 
Many skidoo drivers do not take time to open a gate before they go 
through. When your place is large, you do not have time to take a 
Survey everyday to see if people are taking advantage of your 
hospitality (whether they asked for it or not). 


Many urban people are becoming part-time farmers and ranchers, 
establishing beautiful homes and ranch sites on small tracks of 
land, and not paying their share of the taxes. The use of the land 
is limited to their own enjoyment rather than productivity. 


Concern for ecology of the British Block (Suffield) especially with 
potential soil erosion and wildlife being forced out. There are 
rumors that 20 more sections may be taken. Ecology versus economics 
is the question. lt was agreed that ecology should not be further 
damaged. 


Need for more tourist campgrounds (especially east of Medicine Hat) 


Need for Re-Directions for Education 


A. 


Concerns and Logic Expressed During Session: 


The school curriculum should emphasize "learning to live" rather 
than just facts. 


Student counselling is in a rather sad state. Many counsellors are 
counselling the children away from the farms and ranges into the 
cities, (or at least into a higher education where they can't 
Finda Fow) . 


It was suggested that the Prairie Provinces need to integrate 


their education system. This might help eliminate some problems, 
particularly for students along the Alberta-Saskatchewan border 


Excessive Centralization and Need for Rural Development 


A, 


Concerns and Logic Expressed During Session: 


Schools and hospitals are being taken out of small areas. We have 
to ask ourselves - Economics versus Social Value? We realize it does 
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cost the taxpayer money to keep the schools, but is it not worth it in 
some respects as far aS the social value goes. 


- As soon as you have good yoad people are mobile to come to the larger 
centres. We still have areas that do not have ready access because 
of distance to centers such as Medicine Hat. As these smailer centers 

-are dying, we are losing a valuable part of our Western Canadian 
heritage in these communities. 


- Lack of Cultural Progyams in smaller communities. 


- There are some students who have to move into large centers to take 
advantage of school facilities; otherwise parents have to pay high 
taxes for kids to go to schooi in either Alberta or Saskatchewan. 
This is a problem all over - the children are being schuffled from 
one school to another, whether that school is closest to them or not. 


~ Tourist accommodation is very very inadequate. 


B. Ideas Suggested for » Decreasing Centralization and Increasing Rural 
Development. 


- Small centers can survive if essential services are left in these smaller 
areas (e.g. schools, roads). 


- The Department of Youth and Recreation and the colleges could be 
contacted» There 1s "also a prebi em of getting large enough groups 
together to bring in a qualified person to run these courses in rural 
areas. 


- Need more tourist campgrounds, especially East of Medicine Hat. 


-  Faymers need to unite to speak on their livelihood and recreation. 


Vile Saat More Time To Read With Public Comment On Government Reports 
e.g. Worth Report) 


A. Concerns and Logic Expressed During Session: 


- We need an extension on time for submissions of the Worth Report. 
There should be wider communication on this Report - e.g. - discussion 
groups like the ones at this workshop. 


- Political Expedience -so many things are done because of pressure, one 
way or the other. The end vesuitsof a decision are not considered. 
This is not the correct way to do things. 
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TX, Farm Labor Problems 


A. Concerns and Logic Expressed During Sessions: 

- Even though some farm wages are as attractive as city wages, Ve Us 
difficult to get capable people to work for you. The image of farm 
labor and of farming and ranching itself should be changed. What 
we need is a Public Relations Officer to shine up the image a little 
bit. This may also help to keep young people on the farms 


X. Land Ownership Should Not Be In the Hands of Government 


A. Concerns and Logic Expressed During Session: 


- Industry that competes with agriculture, like 071 and gas companies, 
come in and make trails, push over fences, etc. Even though they pay 
so much money to come in on our land and drill their well site, 15 
really isn't worth our while, but since the government owns the 
land and the mineral rights we haven't really got anything too say 
about it, but it-is a nuisance. 


- Land prices are too high. 


- With the extent of technology today, small farms are really a thing 
of the past. What are small farms? In Southern Alberta, it may be 
3 sections; to the farmer in Northern Alberta, it may be a % section. 
To say that small farms are a thing of the past is a very nebul ous 
statement. One definition stated that acreage shouldn't really come 
into it. A small farmer is one who is operating on the same basis 
as he was thirty years ago. "We can't go back to a horse, a cow, and 
a plow’. 


- Need for Alberta representation on the Saskatchewan Land Bill and 
vise versa. 


SECTION FIVE: PLANNING GROUP 


Jack Anderson Bertie Anderson 
Yvonne Kennedy Gordon Blanchard 
Dennis Kenneay Reiny Lehr 


Qutside Resource Personnel Facilitating These Meetings 


Frank Belyea - Department of Environment 
Interdepartmental Planning Division 
706 Milner Building 
Edmonton, Alberta 


Ken Stickland - Rural Education and Development Association 
Gerald Schuler & 9934 - 106 Street 
Sue McCormack Edmonton, Alberta 
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SECTION SIX: PERSONS NOMINATED FOR THE REGIONAL WORKSHOP 


Mrs. Bertie Anderson Keith Reesor 
Gordon Blanchard Frank Riddle 
Vaughan Hullock Stan Schuler 

Mrs. Kathy Krause Mrs. Caron Sneddon 
Phil Lake Mrs. Barbara Tiegs 
Gary Lehr Miss Sheila Torher 
Mrs. Guy L. McKinley Frank Romeike 


hargrave Mitchell 
SECTION SEVEN: Newspaper Article (referred to by Ken Stickland) 
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NOTICE 


FOREIGN INVESTMENT 
LAND STUDY 


A select committee of the Legislature will study 
Bill 107 which will limit the sale of Crown Lands 
to Canadians. In addition, the Committee will consider 
all aspects of foreign ownership of Albertan lands. 

The public is invited to submit written briefs to 
the Chairman for consideration by the Committee. 
Briefs should be hand written or typed; signed by the 
individual or group; and 12 copies mailed to the 
Chairman no later than September Ist, 1972. Those 
submitting briefs will be invited to present their 
submissions at a public hearing in the Legislative 
Building, Edmonton, on September 18, 1972. 

An interim report on the Committee's findings 
will be submitted to the fall sitting of the legislature. 


Copies of Bill 107 and any additional 
information can be obtained from: 
Julian Koziak, M.L.A., Strathcona, 
Chairman 

Foreign Investment - Land Study 

Room 513, Legislative Building 
Edmonton,Alberta 
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SUMMARY OF PRIORITIES AND INEAS 


FROM MAN AND RESOURCES PROGRAM 


WORKSHOP_IN THE CLARESHOLM AREA 


August 3, 1972 


The following sections are included in the summary: 


ile Focus - Man and Resources 
- Claresholm Workshop 


2. List of Meetings 

3. Summary of Priorities 

4. Discussion on Priorities 
5. Planning Group 


6. Persons Nominated for Regional Workshop 


SEGIUUN Uli. eerouus 


The principal focus of the Man and Resources Workshop, was to give people 
an opportunity to express freely among themselves some of the concerns they 
have with the quality of life and general management of resources in their 
community today. What forces have caused some of the present imbalances? What 
is needed for future planning and solutions? 


Community concerns about the social, physical, and economic quality of the 
environment in and around Claresholm will be passed on to the regional, provincial, 
and national sessions under Man and Resources. However, there are problems that 
local people can work out together. 


The following is a summary of discussions to identify, discuss and explore 
solutions for the concerns and needs of citizens from Claresholm and the 
surrounding area. Everyone present was involved in expressing his needs. 


Participants identified concerns about their towns, their environment, and 
their youth; they then shared alternatives for meeting the problems, whether at 
a local, regional, provincial, or national levels. Participants then individually 
numbered the issues in the order of their priorities; tabulation of these 
individual "votes" made up the ranking for the ten concerns. 


The persons who aided in organizing these sessions; hoped they would focus 
the human potential available for the improvement of the whole community. 


— 


] Compiled by Ken Stickland of REDA in phrases taken from tapes and notes 
made by participants. 
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SECTION TWO: LIST OF MEETINGS 

1. Planning Meeting - July 18; Clareshoim (6 people) 

°2. Man and Resources Workshop - August 3; Claresholm (18 people - 4 people were 
from town; 4 people were between age 20 - 30; and 
the rest were older) 

SECTION THREE: LIST OF PRIORITIES 


The issues coming from the discussion groups were rated by each person; an 
order of priority was then compiled. 


a Topic of Concern Ranking 
Re-assess welfare ] 
Education 2 
Labor Unions and Farm Price = 
Development of Communities A 
Land Use 5 
Government Credit for Farmers 6 
Code for News Media 7 
Counselling for Youth and Rural Families 8 
Emergency Phone; Ambulance Service 9 
Retired Teachers | | 10 


The comments and concerns reported from discussion groups about these concerns 
were as follows: 
I.  Re-assess Welfare 

~ Need for stricter Supervision of welfare programs. 


- Welfare programs are paying people not to work; so many people are 
getting more money for not working, that it pays them not to work. 


. This session waS open to anyone. 
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- Question of Dignity - there ave some educated people (e.g. university 
Students or Grads) that feel they are qualified for "white collar" jobs 
and when a "blue collar"job comes up (e.g. running a cat; or Tlumberjacking) 
these people will not apply for them. They feel this is beneath their 
dignity. 


- Welfare is doing the proper job in the case of one parent families; 
especially in the cases where unwed mothers do not have access to 
day-care centers or they do not have training for a job. 


fat 


Education: 


- Education should not be basically financial. The reason for education 
1S not to make a living but the development of the capacity to 
appreciate outstanding achievements in any field. This determines a 
fan's standards. 


- Education is no longer a guarantee of a job, yet society is still 


oriented toward the man with the education, The man with the education 
has the status; therefore he's chosen (but often he won't accept it). 


~ The grading system in schools has the tendancy to degrade human dignity 
and the self-image. 

- Education should also involve basic training in effective citizenship. 
This should include an appreciation of law and order. 


Labor Unions and Farm Price 


- Marketing 1S a crucial problem. One person has grain on hand that 
hasn't been sold in 5 years; they have been selling grain through 
the years, but they have not been able to get rid of all of it. 


- There is quite a spread between what the producer receives and what 
the consumer pays. The spread is too large. One reason for this is 
that labor costs ave increasing so much due to labor pressure and 
union management pressure, that the prices increase on the 
distribution and transportation processing of the product. The 
prices to the consumer are almost over-bearing. 


- The new grading system being brought in by the Government September Ist, 
will likely hurt this part of Alberta. This may be due to the way we 
finish cattle, but we feel that the cattle we finish are the most 
preferred by the consumer, The idea of the new system is that over-fat 
cattle would be put in a lower grade and sold at a much lower price. 


- Land Use ana Misuse hedges on the problem of land prices. There are 
corporations from the Unitea States buying out the farmers who had 
woodlots or areas that are good for recreation. They are getting 
fantastic prices by coming tip and making bids on land in Alberta. 
They are bidding up the prices on land so high that for us who have 
to live here and tarm, we Just cannot afford to expand. 
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Deve lopment of Communities 


- Alot of communities are diverging rather than coming together and 
discussing their problems in a constructive manner. 


- The need for responsible people is very great. There are alot of 
people in the community that are capable ef handling jobs which perhaps 
are not handed on to them because of educated people or other persons 
taking on the responsiblity. Therefore these people are over-chosen. 


- Interagency organization - to present the lack of use of human and 
natural resources, and to prevent the duplication of services in a 
community; a program is being tried where the average person gives 
Four hours a month to each organization he belongs to. This is an 
average of 3 organizations. Is there any way this can be increased? 


- What does a man need, to be effective in an organization or community; 
what skills does he have, and what skills are useful? 


- Senior citizens are a part of the community which is often overlooked. 
In some cases, would they not be able to take on family counselling 
and just be a good ear to listen. 


Land Use 


- There is a lack of good land and alot of concern for the subdivision 
which is going on near our jarger cities and the use of good land 
for this subdivision. People (who are commuters) are settling on 
good farm land rather than having a subdivision set up on poor land. 
(e.g. On a gravel pit) 


- We should have a Planning Commission to steer housing onto waste 
areas. The main aim would be to enable us to have good land for 
future generations to farm. In 20 or 30 years it's possible that 
there could be enough of a shortage of farm land that we may have to some- 
how reroute rivers to enable more irrigation for land, providing 
more food. 


-~ There should be a greater tax on people in the subdivisions for 
their improvement (sort of as a penalty for using up the good 
land). Perhaps they are being taxed, and we are simply unaware of 
bor 


- It is not always the farmers who are responsible for the loss of 
this land. It 1s partially the fault of the promoters because 
there 1s so much money being offered to farmers who are not 
making a go of it. 


- "City homes in the country” - refers to people on the subdivisions. 
We're asking for equality in taxation between them and the city dwellers. 
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~ There is great confusion over the alternatives that can arise in the 
question of land price. Do we want to retain private ownership of 
the land or do we want government control of it? 


~  Grazzing land in the Foothills Areas. Should we have land terminating 
into community pastures? Or is there a conflict here as to whether it 
should be used for recreation areas? Or should it be left under the 
control of large ranchers? (as it is now) 


VI. Government Credit for Farmers 


If the idea of Community Pastures were feasible, it would be possible 
with government help, to get more land cleared so that commun i ty 
pastures would be a more viable propositio: 


- There is a problem in the situation of machine distribution and sale. 
We think there are government subsidies to machine companies which 
up the price of our machines so much; especially machines made in 
North America. We cannot buy them and pay for them with the 
produce we can sell. Getting machines from Europe (such as Co-op 
Implements is doing) may be one way of helping out this situation and 
the farmer who has problems with machines. 


~ What can the government do in this situation, and should it really 
be in there at all? No government interference may be the best 
thing for us. 


- Government Finance - financing to buy land, and buying cattle through 
Feeders Association, pushes the land price up. Producers who are not 
receiving government aid through Feeders Association or otherwise, 
cannot compete in the market. They are using our money to compete 
against us in our own industry. Due to easy credit and high prices 


we ja cannot sé see how we can overcome this situation. 


VII. Code For News Media 
- The news media which operates basically on the freedoms, is infringing 
a little bit on our freedom through its disrespect, and misuse of 
its communicative ability. e.g. glue sniffing became a world-wide 
problem virtually over night, due in part to the news media. Society 
will react to this misuse of the media's privilege with a need for 
a code or set of standards (similar to the advertising code). 


VIII. Counselling for Youth and Rural Families 


- Could there be some kind of set up (possibly through the D.A.) where 
faym counselling could be increased in value and amount to young 
farmers. There are so many young people who would like to return to 
the farm if they could. There is need for counselling on the 
transferral of land and getting into farming, but this should not be 
parental counselling. ain ela ea 
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TX. Emergency Phone and Ambulance Service 


- We have one concern needing immediate action. We need an advertised 
phone number for action in case of emergency (for a doctor or 
ambulance service). The community could develop this, and perhaps 
REDA could assist in this development. 


- Action could come through the Inter-Agency Group or the town council. 


- Emergency equipment in rural communities is inadequate. It is 
unreasonable, the amount of time it takes in an emergency to get 
results. (The volunteer fire department is fairly good). 


- The cost of maintaining an ambulance is also unreasonable. It is too 
costly for the amount they receive back. Maybe the answer is subsidize 
from the province or the town to have this equipment. Perhaps the 
ambulance should be included in the hospital budget. People are 
hesitant to call on ambulance because they are afraid they may get 
stuck with the bill. This is a ridiculous idea. 


X. Retire Teachers 
- There are many teachers that are allowed to teach much beyond the age 
which we feel they are no longer useful. Many are out of touch with 
the young peoples situation and they are not as effective as a younger 
teacher. 
- Students who are not taught to work before they receive their education, 
are not able to work after they receive it, and if not able, not willing. 


SECTION FIVE: PLANNING GROUP 


Carol Aschim Wes Alm 
Leona Lewis Jack Yorgason 


OUTSIDE RESOURCE PERSONNEL FACILITATING THE MEETING: 


Frank Belyea - Department of Environment 
Interdepartmental Planning Division 


706 Milner Building, Edmonton 


Ken Stickland - Rural Education and Development Association 
9934 - 106 Street, Edmonton 


Sue McCormack - Rural Education and Development Association 
9934 - 106 Street, Edmonton 
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Miss Carol Aschim 
Mr. David Boldue 
Mr. Bill Goode 
Mr. Orrin Hart 
Mys, Edna Jorgenson 
MpoS. “Oe asia 
Mr. Ottomar Lange 
Mrs. Leona Lewis 
Mrs. Cathy Loree 
Mr. Chris Loree 
Mrs. Hoogeiveens 
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REGIONAL WORKSHOP H 


CARBON = AUGUSE (475.1972 


OT TNIVF ATX a Ni AN ACG >) 
SUMMARY OF MAN AND & 


Mr. Frank Belyea opened the meeting with an explanation of 
the purpose and objectives of the Man and Resources programe 
Hugh Bodmer outlined the objectives of the workshop: 
cs | A 4 s 


(1) to define resources problems within the 
region 


(2) to rank Gnese an order of Drioravy 


The meeting them broke into two groups to consider re- 
sources problems within the Drumheller region. A represent- 
ative of each of these two groups reported the groups opin- 
ions to the general meeting. 


The following 1s a summary of the concerns 
identified by the two ¢@roups:, These concerns are not 
necossarily ranked according to priority. 


Group _A 


(1) Adequate health services are not avail- 
sple in Ppumedis Alberta. 


(2) Adequate housing is not available in small 
towns. Alberta.Housing Corporation and Cent- 
ral Mortmage and Housing Corporation do not 
provide adequate services to those inter- 
ested in building in a small town. 


(3) Adequate infrastructures aro absent in 
some rural communities. Gas, electricity, 
sewer and water are essential to any com- 
munity. 

(1) Adequate transportation facilities are 
Not <eoVvanLaole to rural centres. 
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(S) 1¢ was folt. that small ‘bowns could be 
Holped by intensive recreation dovelop- 
ment and promotion with government assist- 
ance. 


(6) Goncern was expressed about tho lack of 
business opportunities in small towns. Be- 
cause of the vresent uncertainty about the 
futrupe of small towns; ib was felt that a 
strong commitment by government was needed 
to encourage investment in smaller centres. 


(7) Concern was expressed about population de- 
pletion in Poured Alberta. Consolidation of 
farms leads to population do scline which 
affects business in small centres. 


(8) The present boundaries of the Calgary 
Régional Planning Commissions tend to per- 
petuate an urban oriented approach. The 
Drumheller region should have its own Reg- 
ional Planning Commission if small town in- 
terests are to be adequately servod. 


(9) Information about government programs does 
not reach the people the programs are intend- 
ed to serve. 


(10)Government services should be decentralized. 


Grouo B 


ee ree 


The survival of small towns in Alberta was 
seen as tho major problem by Group "B". In order to en- 
sure their survival, the group felt that the following 
steps must be taken: 


(1) Industrial and commercial development must 
be encouraged and facilitated in smaller 
centres to ensure adequate employmont opport- 
unitie 


(2) Adequate infrastructures - gas, electricity, 
gewer, water, paved indetat must be provid- 
ed in small towns. 

(3) Recreational facilitios must be ypgraded in 
smaller centres. 
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(1) The present resources that are available 
to small towns must be vreserved at all 

costs. These inelude hospitals, schools, 
grain elevators, police services, etc. 

(S) Land in rural areas should be used for 
purposes other than farming. For example, 
fame preserves and recreational parks could 
be established in rural areas. This would 
provide additional support for small towns. 


(6) Some concern was expressed about the Lack 
of pollution controls’ ain rural céntres. 
Drumheller is dumping raw sewage into the 
river. 


Some time was spent discussing the points 
raised by the small groups and in coming to a consensus 
as to the problems in the region. 


onsensus 


(1) The survival of rural Alberta is import- 
ant to the future growth and development 
of the province. 


) The small town must survive. The people 
living in smaller centres must get a strong 
commitment from government to ensure the sur- 
Vivel ol ineim way lar’ date. 
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(3) A choice of urban and rural life styles 
must always remain open to Albertans. This 
will require the adoption of many of the 
specific proposals outlined by the small 
groups. 


Mr. Belyea closed the meeting by outlining how community 
concerns about tho social, physical and economic quality 
of their environment be passed on to provincial and feder- 
al sessions of Man and Resources. All delegates were in- 
vited to attend tho Calgary workshop in October. 
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CONSORT REGIONAL MAN & RESOURCES WORKSHOP 
Priority Concerns or Problems 
August 23, 1972 
(Centers Represented were from Stettler East to the Border along Highway #12) 


There 


is a gap between present quality of rural services and that quality 
which i 


is possible. A consensus is that there is a need for small centers. 


Farms, Ranches, and small towns depend on one another. The financial 
stability of farms and ranches must be assured. 


The unique problems of small centers are being ignored by provincial and 
federal governments. 


The spirit of enterprise is presently lacking and should be encouraged. 


There is a lack of co-operation and communication between smaller centers. Local leaders, 
M.L.A.'s and M.P.'s need to build on common problems. 


There is a need for better variety and quality in rural education. Education 
in rural areas must be directly related to rural needs. (e.g. leadership 
skills, interpersonal relations, technical traiming). 


There is a problem of efficient administration of special areas and countries. 
Many people have a lack of faith in their local governments. 


Communities and the provincial government should co-operate in drafting plans 
for the designation of growth centers. 


Lack of road and other adequate transportation facilities are drawing tourists 
and youth people to better serviced areas. 


There is a need for good farm labor. Need to change attitudes on the status 
of tarm labor. Pay levels may be involved but distance, social services, etc. 


ia 
wo 
are very important factors. 


Communicating in rural areas is too expensive. There is a need for large 
telephone toll-free areas. 


RARER 


y. 


"phor® 


ie 


ty sea 
; il fi ; saad i 
oril ah es a " Al 
ee 
; 7’. a 7 
ne ce 
nt if 
a Lee 7 : t 
mt j a , 
7 7 : 
ft f q 
‘ . pit 
Atl 
» 
if 
bd. 4 
L 
al | 
my 
: . att 
; , ' 
it). Jucheme Pie p¥Ol 
) Vis 7) 1 
, " ioe Le a | 
o e Silene 
7 ; : a 
s chee hes Homa 
7 ¢ sae Mids - oi 7 
a ay: a! 
Wie i par A a * 
-“ a) ie 


can 


ie - 


7 ey 
a Ann oy) 
ie a) . i i 
; en ; 9 Tice 
, 7 
= oth 
’ 7 
" e) 
7 
7 fV 
acy 
‘ i 
_ 
j 
y 
i 
“ae i 
>” Pe h, 
| ‘i 
} ¥ ul 
] 
a 4 
Vous 
7 
( 
AA 


tne * 
Th ar) 


7 oe 


SUMMARY OF PRIORITY CONCERNS 
FROM MAN AND RESOURCES PROGRAM 
REGIONAL WORKSHOP IN FATRVIEW 


October 11, 1972 


Mr. Al Reimer opened the meeting with introductions and an overview. 

Mr. Ken Stickland explained the purpose of the Man and Resources Program, 
and gave a brief review of 4ssues raised by local leaders in other areas 
of the province. 


This workshop's objectives were outlined as: 


ihe To consolidate and clarify local issues so as to define 
resource-use problems in the Peace River Region. 


ve To rank these problems in order Of PrLOruLy. 


ane To select 5 or 6 representatives to attend the provincial Man 
and Resources Conference in Edmonton, October 20 to 22nd. 
Provincial wide problems will be identified and ranked prior 
to selecting delegates to attend a national conference. 


The 10 representatives from the five communities then identified and 
elaborated on problems as summarized under the following eleven headings. 


The issues were rated by each person; a order of priority was then 
compiled. 


1. Need to Use resources in such a way as to maintain a "community" 


-~ There is a need to keep some farmers on the land and attract 
the younger generation to remain in rural areas on farms or 
elsewhere so as to maintain a minimal community and rural 
way of lite 


- With low farm incomes and the need for off-farm employment 
there is a real reduction in the quality of life (families 
are separated, communities are without leaders, eter ds) This 
ig particularly when off-farm jobs are in forestry and off 
in the bush. 


-~ Need to attract youth back (after a stint at school or cLey 
life) with an open community (socially) and employment 
opportunities in : 


- farming - recreation 
~ industry ~ services 
- people 


SJ Aare igen 


eet, GUS Be GAi 11 . 
va oy | 6@1 O45 ‘ a 


roe 


Fy ae) ooo ee 
WE)4 6 pa) Sh. Tipe iA 


oe 


- Farmers may need to learn to share machines and work more together, 
especially if one is employed off the farm most of the time. 


~ Suitcase frarmers hurt the community. 


~ There is an excessive emphasis on competitiveness and professionalism 
in sports so that there is nearly no recreation for the average youth 
in rural Alberta. 


- Forestry resources are all leased - the little guy has no chance to 
form sawmills and have timber berths. 


Water Drainage Problems 


(1) = Excessive lumber leasing, road and highway grids create runoff 
problems (especiaily in ID 21) 


~ Part of the problem is buck-passing between highways, water 
resources, agriculture, lands and forests and local municipalities. 


(2) Water erosion - there is an extreme sensitivity of land in MD 
of Fairview to water erosion to the Peace River. 


~ MD Councillors represent too small an area and cannot "think big" 
about the water erosion problems. 


-~ This erosion issue becomes more important as more land is cleared. 


Need to have a reading of local views before major leases and developments 
start. Both locally organized groups (e.g. municipal governments) and the 
unorganized people must be consulted. 


—~ We should be able to have the benefit of Procter and Gamble yet maintain 
our wilderness area at the same time. The farmer is also excessively 
cutting trees and draining. The key seems to be “development or leases" 
which are accountable to local people. Yet who "represents" local 
people when the county won't pay half of a city-farm recreation center 
while it can put a road into Proctor and Gamble. 


tssue: Before leases and development grants are let, a reading of local 
people should be taken - both of organized and unorganized people. 


Insuttficient farm income. 


Need to clean up litter - stiffer regulations on cans, bottles, and 
paper littering plus incentives to recycle these items. 
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Need to plan for a division or allocation of outdoor recreation areas 
so as to: 


(a) - separate development from recreational uses 


separate contlicting recreational uses 
(e.g. camping and ail-terrain vehicles from wilderness area) 


N.B. - Who decides on this allocation and how long their decisions hold 
(e.g, 10, 20 or 50 years, etc.) are key issues. 


~ We may need a province-wide policy to insure ad-hoc, inconsistent 
decisions do not become harmful precedence. 


Noise Pollution - car mufflers, teenage dances, tractor cabs, ski-~doos. 
Government is not the only group who should take action on this - local 
citizens, parents, etc. can. 


Need for wilderness areas in particular the Kakwa area. (e.g. stop 
exploration cut-lines, etc.) Yet how do we get results in allocating 
this to wilderness even with local concern? 


-~ Governments demand 'community support’ for the Kakwa proposal. 
Tt was achieved and forwarded yet the Department of Environment will 
not even reply or acknowledge receipt of this concern sent in months 
azo. 


~ The housewife demands pretty packages and disposable diapers; Procter 
and Gamble spends huge amounts on advertising. Who really causes this 
wilderness destruction and could not advertising be cut for more funds 
to reforest? 


—~ Yet farmers and others are very much enjoying the benefits of the 
employment at the Procter and Gamble, Procter and Gamble has pledged 
to Leave rorests in better shape than when they came. Will they though? 


Need to make better use of the talents and abilities of our senior citizens. 


Further development of lakes to improve fishing (e.g. a need to control 
lake levels and particularly to stock fish). 


Need to keep non~resident hunters out of settled areas (at least 
10 miles outside ct settled areas) 
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Name 


Miss Anne Tomcala 
Norman Soder * 

Mrs. Linda Clay * 

Tom Clay * 

Otto Boytinck 

Mrs. Frances Boytinck * 
Jim Nelson # 

Ken Eshpeter 


Frank Graves x 


Al Reimer 


ATTENDANCE, 


Address 
Box 977, Fairview 
P.O. Box 81, Hines Creek 
Bear Canyon, Alberta 
Bear Canyon, Alberta 
Fairview, Alberta 
Fairview, Alberta 
P.O. Box 212) Grande Prairie 
Box 819, Fairview 
District Agriculturist Office 
Provincial Building 
Grande Prairie, Alberta 


Box 3000, Fairview 


934-3920 


595-2289 


595-2289 


835-4589 


835-4589 


932-0172 


835-2241 


532-4449 


285-2291 


(Those with asterisks were chosen to attend the Provincial Workshop in 


Edmonton October 20—22nd) 


Outside Resource Person Facilitating this Regional Workshop: 


Ken Stickland, Director ot Youth and Intormation 
Rural Education and Development Association 


9954 ~ 106 Street 
Edmonton, Alberta 
PH: 429-1293 
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